
What the shouting is all about
Second—when you vote in the YFS elections this year, vote 

for someone who wants to change the whole system and not just 
do a good job within it.

Third — keep pushing next year, on all levels. Don’t let the 
YFS fall into stagnation again. Because it’s not an ‘us’ and 
‘them’ thing — it’s all us.

Ever since we put out our student government supplement two 
weeks ago, twin streams of bitter wrath and grateful thanks 
have been pouring into our offices from every comer of the 
campus. It looks like the few people who care about student 
politics here care a lot about student politics.

We’d like to think we’ve produced more than just five pages 
of controversy. In fact, we seem to have produced an awful lot 
of student energy — be it based on fury of delight. And like 
most forms of energy, it’s only useful if we harness it to do 
something constructive.

Here, briefly, are the major energy sources on campus, both 
the constructive and counterproductive kind.

1) The people who took the headline literally. These poor 
folks actually think we want to eliminate the York Federation 
of Students. They should read the little tiny letters as well as the 
great big ones.

2) The YFS executives who didn’t like their report cards. 
Do they want their egos stroked? Okay: as a group, they’re 
probably the most effective student government we’ve ever 
had. But as individuals they seem to have a lot to learn about 
what newspapers are meant to do.

3) people who act like we’ve been phoning in death 
threats. Yes, we love college councils too. It’s just that they 
don’t help the YFS (most of these same offended councillors 
will readily admit this). College councils are splendid things, of 
course, and they should never go away. But 1) they should stick 
to the residences, and 2) most of their current fees should go to 
faculty-level governments, and 3) it would help everyone if 
they didn’t sit on the YFS council, and the faculty councils did 
instead.

4) The ordinary students who read the supplement and 
—though they didn’t necessarily agree with all the ideas— 
really started thinking about what’s wrong with student 
government at York and how to fix it These are the people 
who should be making some noise. If group 4) wants to end the 
make groups 2) and 3) do something useful — and distinguish 
themselves from group 1) — then maybe they should get 
together and do something.

The reform proposals contained in our supplement weren’t 
flippant or unfounded. They represent things concerned people 
have been saying for years. It’s just nobody’s had the time or 
power to make 'hem happen.

So here’s what you can do if you want to build a better 
student government yourself.

First, start talking about our reform ideas. Come up with 
some of your own. Publish them in this paper if you want. But 
get an agenda, and work to make it happen.

We Apologize
In the January 15 issue of Excalibur, a letter was run which stated: 
“Menahem Begin, Yitzhak Shamir and other Zionist leaders 
collaborated with Hitler and Mussolini back in the 1930s and 
40s.” The statement could lead people to believe that Jewish 
leaders actively participated not only in the extermination of six 
million of their own people, but the deaths of millions of Black 
people, homosexuals and other groups the Third Reich deemed 
“undesirable.” One interpretation of this accusation could lead 
people to believe that Jews were complicit in the Holocaust. This 
could foster anti- Semetic behaviour.

Excalibur would like to apologize to the York community, and 
particularly Jewish members of the York community for any 
offence the publication of this statement may have caused.

In the January 22 issue of Excalibur, a letter was run which stated: 
“villages [in southern Lebanon] are bombed because they harbour 
cowards who call themselves “Liberators of Palestine.”
They hide behind the skirts of their women , the toys of their 
children and the hospitals of their sick; by positioning themselves 
in the middle of these “peaceful” villages thereby turning them 
into armed terrorist camps.”
The letter then made reference to “constant attacks by Arab 
terrorists on innocent civilians...”

The statement implies that violent acts committed by “Libera­
tors of Palestine” upon civilians are cowardly while the bombing 
of Arab villages by the Israeli state is somehow legitimate. This 
double standard not only dehumanizes the lives of Arabs, it also 
propagates the racist stereotypes that Arab villagers are terrorists 
who are willing to send their children to die. The statement also 
propagates the racist\sexist stereotype that women have a passive 
role in Arab society by implying that the “Liberators of Palestine” 
are men.

Excalibur would like to apologize to the York community and 
particularly the Arab members of the York community, for any 
offence the publication of this statement may have caused.
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EXCALENDAR
Wednesday February 5
Production Meeting at 12:00 pm 

Newswriters’ Meeting at 12:00 noon 
General Staff Meeting at 4:00 pm 

(All are welcome) 
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(313 Student Centre) 
Constitutional Meeting...NOT!
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“Dope will get you through times of 
o money better than money will get 

you through times of no dope”
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