Versa Foods,

Mr, Todd, district manager of
Versa Foods Limited should be
given the understatement of the
week award for his penetrating
analysis of the canteen situation:
“It’s kind of unpleasant to eat
there I guess.”

Todd concedes that the situa-
tion is so bad that “We’re lucky
that we get as much business as

we do.” They should get none;
students should boycott the can-
teen until sweeping changes are
made,

Sanitary conditions are almost
non-existent, John Graham,
council administrator, said that
he had never f‘‘seen things as
filthy as they are now., Last
week I went in around four in
the afternoon and found dishes
that hadn’t been touched since
noon,’’

Todd claims that the canteen
is a lot cleaner that it had
been; ““we have two Portucuese
ladies who run around cleaning
up,”?

In addition they have changed
their cleaning schedule, In prior
years floors were cleaned once
a week; now they are *‘wet mop=-
ped”’ every day,

Perhaps, as Todd claims “I’ve
done a lot of thinking about it*?,
His thoughts have not sparked
much concrete action.

Coffee cups are invariably
stained.

Forks areusually dripping with
ege.

The floor is always littered

with garbage,

Dirty dishes are left on the
tables for hours.

Todd although he claims to
make daily visits to the canteen,
said that he had seen a little
untidiness but no filth, ‘Stu-
dents throw things around?, he
commented,

Prices charged in the canteen
are higher at Dal than at any
other Halifax university.

Mount Saint Vincent hasalarge
clean dining area, A full meal
costs ,75. Juices and desserts
are a dime, Sandwiches cost only
fifteen or twenty cents. Students
who were questioned felt the
food was good and often excel-
lent,

Nova Scotia Tech studentsalso
consider their food to be “rea-
sonably good,” They pay a quar-
ter for a hamburger or hot dog.
Green salads are twentv cents.

The Dal Canteen doesn’t offer
salads at any price. Prices are
higher and quality is lower, When
asked if he felt this was a fair
comment Todd said: I haven’t

the
what we pay usually tops local

So do btl—ldEIltb. In fact
restaurant prices, We pay fif-
teen cents more for a hot ham-
berg deluxe than at the Tea
Room on Quinpool Road. Regular
hamburgers are five cents less
there, than at the canteen,

Two donuts or two bran muf=-
fins cost .15; at Dal we pay .20,

Fish and chips are a nickel
less at the Spartan restaurant.
For a dollar you can have a
pork chop dinner with juice and
dessert, A hamburger, french
fries and cole slaw cost .50,
a quarter less than our horrible
hot hamburgers.

Of the four restaurants checked
not one sold hamburgers or milk-
shakes for more than the cafe-
teria,

At any restaurant you are
served immediately by an uni-
formed waitress. At Dal you
can wait anywhere from half
to three quarters of an hour
during the rush hour.

Mr. Todd claims the canteen
is overstaffed, Presumably the
reason for the elimination of the
hot sandwiches does not stem
from the fact that the staff (all
four of them) can not cope with
the volume of business, Of course
we should take into account that
‘‘the labor cost is more than we
can afford alreadyv.,”

My aesthetic sensibilities
aren’t particularly stimulated by
the Tea Room’s Bluenose. The
pink tile tables in the Steak
Centre don't particularly grab
me, But the canteen’s crap makes
me vomit, The temperature is
never below 400 degrees, “It is
a little humid'¢ Mr., Todd con-
ceeded. Picking up my own filthy
flatware is much less satisfying
than having a glass of water and
cutlery brought to my table in a
restaurant.

The Steak Centre recentlyfea-
tured roast leg of young pork
with apple jelly; the canteen ad-
mittedly did offer peanut butter
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and jam all week for .20.

Our choice of foods is severe-
ly (to put it charitably) limited.
Often the few choices are not
available; twice last week I \-.Js

‘‘too late for soup; it’sallgone,’
There is no service and the
quality of food is often below
standard.

Why should we be paying as
much or more than local eating
places?

Versa Foods has a staff of
dietitians in its head office. They
plan menus for cross country
distribution. We are paying, Todd
said, ‘‘for all this technical know
how.”” One wonders how many
post graduate degrees are re-
quired to slap a hunk of cheese
on a piece of bread. Maybe they
had to take Packaging 3037 Per-
haps there is only one university
in the world that teaches ‘< Olive
placement on salmon sand-
wiches’ and we had to pay to
have the dietitians flown there,

Secondly Versa Foods has
trouble keeping staff, and “this
increases our costs, having to
train new people all the time.
Would it be ridiculous to suggest
that they consider paying their
staff more than the minimum
wage so that they could keep
them and thus eliminate constant
training programs; and increase
the quality of food just as natural-
ly as Todd says it is decreased

by a constant statf change.

The canteenonly operates thir-
ty-two weeks a year but, Mr,
Todd noted, “we have to pay
the phone bill for fifty two, All
these things have to be charged
to the unit,”

Besides he added ‘‘prices are
the same as last year.”” Pos-
sibly, just possibly prices were
too high last year too.

Although he ‘*doesn’t know all
the details’” Todd ‘‘doesn’t see
any reason why we have to charge
more than the outside busi-
nesses.”” ‘*What we want to do is
to satisfy the students and to
break even,”’ A random sample
of ‘‘satisfied’’ students provided
the following comments:

‘I generally try to avoid eat-
ing here.'’

““There’s rust in the coffee,
I have no complaints about the
food because I won't eat it.”

““The food’s lousy, Sandwiches
are stale and I wish that they’d
shell their eggs before they make
them into sandwiches. There is
something wrong with the coke;
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it tastes like root beer,””
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sandwich than butter,’’

“The breadonthe cheese sand-
wiches is so hard you can’t bite

into it,'”

““The fish and chips are almost
raw,”

As for the quality of food it They're sure not very good;
is worse than any armed forces bhut the room itself isn’t con-

food I've ever eaten,’” ducive

Foods of Canada netted a profit
hundred nine
hundred

addition

to listento all student complaints,
try

All beefs should be dropped into

the Gazette (we mean that more

as good as we

to pleasant eating, Todd

six months Versa cause

won’t cough
thousand
and eighty-seven

he has promised

to rectify them.

sense than really). of foods.

of this the Administration
decent dish-
prefer

up a
washer; they’d
poisoned instead, Todd's genuine

ber of prices,

3) more care taken to mak
food palatable,

4) introduction of a wider va

French Pastry hast
ferent cookies

less than a dime,

i ¢

us to be

5) employment of tw

will
{'.ul"

lz’Hl

: the

riety
prices are

}

ve

Thursday, October 5, 1967 DALHOUSIE GAZETTE By
‘Canteen_manager _says:

By LINDA GILLINGWATER made that close a study. . . how= o Mr. Todd’s belief ttlmt Vo \vouldn‘t_ use it for a storage B it s cany To e

Managing Editor ever, I will say that we are very be better off if we didn’t operate room. Neither would the admin. R Ll L

and particular about what we buy the thing”” seems to be sharedby istration; they are letting it be cakes each day than to cone

JOHN BRUCE and we pay the top dollar for the students. ‘ used for a cafeteria instead, tinue putting those stupidstale

Editorial Assistant it,?? Their second desire - tobreak \} e move to the new Student buns out for the students. 10,

denis Sue DelRelalind by even, has a happier ending. Dur- Union Building next year. Be- is an exhorbitant price; the

dif-

juares for

0 more Por=

hese two ob-

ith the

L

be

imminent,

ha

too should be crapped

t it

It must be

stop

iz

dollars, concern is evident even to a i ueea Taal
The onus of the blame doesn’t rank reporter; the administra- Y,'.'"':' ;' . _”_]‘1'; 5
fall upon Mr. Todd nor evenupon tion’s isn’t, We are paying the ;h?m'” gah kecp Mp s
Versa Foods. The above figure same fees that next vear's stu- b <
represents national profits, not dents will, We are tired of doing "'r‘.lm"'m'
a canteen clean up. without things for this new .‘%1'1';; [‘m;. HE Lot :””I!. P
Mr. Todd is actually worried building. Things have to be ; !“}W“ \I,““'J i
‘“about the lack of communication changed THIS YEAR in that can- I8 15 WoTy SLIouky
with the students. He is doing teen. rosisigd. Shugeni- 3
a little more than just putting  Immediate practical measures stealing ' rcutlery (ma
up Air Canada travel posters. can and should be implemented: b 1““““1.{‘1; g
He has offered to bring canteen 1) purchase of a decent dish- Ry J0% l”m.
prices into line with local res- washer, {I]‘]ﬁ““‘ 40 KRC
taurants, 2) immediate reduction of a num-

complaints to the

for-

e -

has been working
to fourteen hours
“trying to make things
can,"’ -

STUDENTS FOR TRAVEL BY AIR

CALL OUR OFFICE 454.0653

IS THE TIME TO MADE
IMPORTANT RESE

NOW

USE FOR SPEED

1090 QUEEN ST,
SOBEYS SHOPPING PLAZA

GOING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS??

GROUP DISCOUNT RATES
OR RAII

THAT
RVATION

OUR TICKET BY MAIN SE
AND CONVENIENCE

ANNAPOLIS TRAVEL LTD.

HALIFAX

AVAILABLE

RVICE

AAX AND MATCH

LADIES® SPORTS WEAR LTD.

with the

Aceent; on, gouﬂxb
10% Student Discount

| AMX AND MATCH

LADIES’ SPORTS WEAR LTD.

6281 Quinpool Road,
423=-7600

Halifux

FIRM HOLD OR REGULAR $£1.98

ADORN

HAIR
SPRAY

CURL-FREE

NOW

PRICED AT

® PUT YOUR. |

SPECIAL

$769

ﬂ\.

Retains

For the Girl with naturally Curly
sires a smooth, s 1e e k Hair-Do,
smooths, relaxes Natural Curl!
Body! Gives lasting Control

$375

SAVE ON

family ¢

Hair who de.
Curl-Free
Natural

HALIFAX

PRESCLIPTION IV OUR. HWLP3 @

e e RS TEC L Sny E

size

PEPSQDENT

TOOTH
PASTE

~BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

BRU SHE
699 COBLRG ROAD

HCROSS FROM DL HOUSIE MME £ LEIDENOE

SPECIAL

99

s09°

obrien pharmacy

Defm_v Service Hvaitabty
%7//0/1/5 4793232

et




