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Page Five

The Spirit of
Christmas Lost

I think that most people today
have forgotten the essential mes-
sage of Christmas. They are con-
cerned only with the externals,
forms and appearances. That is the
trouble with so much of modern

- life: our sense of values has become

confused and obscured, and we have

forgotten that it IS “more blessed |

to give than to receive”.

While hurrying through crowded
streets and stores, most people
have only time to glance at a care-
fully prepared gift list, thus losing
the individuality and w th which
should be inherent in the gift. For
weeks before the holiday season,
newspapers, magazines and radios
are full of enticing advertisements
for Christmas gifts, little remind-
ersthat there are only about two
more months to Christmas, so
hurry to “so and. so’s store and buy
up everything in sight”, and wishy-
washy Christmas popular songs.
Shop windows are full of appropri-
ate decorations and gifts destined
to arouse the buying instinet of
the shopper.

Even the children are not un-
affeeted by this mass advertisement
of the Yuletide season. For weeks
before-hand they may be seen busi-
ly composing letters to Santa filled
with-long lists of the things they
“want” for Christmas, and this
have been taught to do by fond
and doting parents.

So Christmas, it seems, instead
of being a time of joy, a time to
wish well-being and happiness on
one’s friends and relations, and
above all, to bring a new seasonal
vigour into Christianity, has degen-
erated to a time when children re-

. plenish their stocks of toys and

clothes, when store-owners “rake-
in” large fortunes, and when house-
wives and other unfortunates com-
plain of tired feet and headaches.

It would really be much nicer if
the “duty” in giving were to be
swept away and gifts were given
from the heart, if Christmas carols
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would be sung outside one’s door
for sheer love of singing carols and
not for pennies; and above all if |
people would only keep in mind the |

lbe a really merry season. ‘
R. G.

C/tridtmad

Everywhere, everywhere, its Christmas tonight
Christmas in lands of the fir-tree and pine
Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine
Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn and white.
Christmas where cornfields stand sunny and bright
Christmas where young children are hopeful and gay.
Christmas where old men are patient and gray.
Christmas where peace like a dove in his flight
Christmas in the sky as the jets thunder on
To complete missions of death ’til the battle is won
Christmas on the seas, on the gale lashed bridge
Christmas in no man’s land of the hard to take ridge
In the foxholes or at home the same stars shine bright
Because everywhere, everywhere its Christmas tonight.
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—G. W. T.

Christmas Eve

The sky was deeply banked with | walked towards it.
true spirit of Christmas, then I|clouds and the still cold light of | brightly clad carollers, their faces
think that Christmas would again |the moon shone pale through the |turned towards the passers—stood

ragged edges. In the street be-
low only the few snowflakes which

| dusted the sidewalk showed light, |
| but here and there through the
of Christmas |

windows the gleam
| trees could be seen or the bright-
|ly leaping flame of a candle,

The man, half hidden in the
doorway, straightened and looked
towards the neon sign which il-
luminated the distant corner. He
moved slowly towards it, but his
footsteps as he drew near hesi-
tated and then stopped. “Not
here,” he murmured , yet he still
halted. A stab of light blazed on
the sidewalk as two men stepped
out of the door and a wave of
voices swept out on the air. The
man waited as they approached
him.
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have to celebrate tonight
cause the kids take over tomorrow.
| Hell of a holiday when a man can’t
| enjoy Christmas
The voices faded down the street.
| The tense figure moved forward
and rounded the corner. From the
| intersection at the foot of the hill
the sound of singing floated up to

as he wants.”|

A group of

beneath the lights. His eyes
gleamed as he watched them.
“Here"”, he said, but even as he
spoke his eyes fell on the small

black pot one of the singers held |

clutched in an outstretched hand
and the words ending in a sigh he

| turned away.

His aimless steps led him along
the street and suddenly across
from him the great doors of the
grey stone church were flung open

and a surge of people swept out. |

A richlyt furred woman stepped
quickly into the car waiting at the
foot of the steps. The door closed.
As old woman stumbling as she
turned quickly herself against the
car ‘as she fell. The fur eclad
figure barely glanced and the
erowd ignored the small ineident.

As he was yet turning the
sound of high voices made him
stop and watch as a group of
children fled by, their leaping
feet pounding on the sidewalk.
Suddenly the smallest figure,
catching sight of the tall silent
man, wheeled and hesitated. He
smiled and his eyes caught the
street’s dim light and threw it

him and his step quickening he | pack. “Merry Christmas.”

Meet Your Friends at
THE

Riviera Restaurant
85 Spring Garden Road

Dalhousie Rings

BIRKS carry in stock Dalhousie
Rings

10K ladies’ rings 15.00
16.50
10K and Onyx ladies’ rings 25.00

10K and Onyx gents’ rings 27.50

10K gents’ rings

HENRY BIRKS &
SONS LIMITED

Registered Jeweller, A.G.S.
Halifax, N. S.

Come on Students

Ride In The Best
3-S TAXI SERVICE

Phone °® Phone
3-T188 3-T188
LARGEST FLEET IN TOWN
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EXPORT

CANADA’'S FINEST
CIGARETTE
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UNIVERSITY RESERVE

A University Squadron has been formed at Dalhousie under
the command of S/L H. R. Theakston with F/Lt. A. R. Crane as

the Permanent Force Liaison Officers.

This Is Your Opportunity

To secure fine training that will always serve you. .

To travel and meet students from across Canada.

To receive good

Education

1. Be in the 1st or 2nd year of a 4-year course or in the

pay.
QUALIFICATIONS

1st, 2nd or 3rd year of a 5-year course.

2. Produce evidence of satisfactory academic standing.

Citizenship

Be a Canadian citizen or other British subject or a citizen

of a NATO country.

Age

Aircrew must have reached 18th but not 25th birthday.
Non-flying list must have reached 18th but not 29th birthday

Aircrew must be single.

Non-flying list personnel may be married if over 23.

Marital Status
|
|

Education

Subsidization
The R.C.A.F. will pay the cost of tuition, books and instru-
ments as well as full pay and allowances at the rate of Pilot
Officer, if you accept a long service commission in the
R.C.A.F. Regular Force.

K UNIVERSITY. UNDERGRADUATES
You have an opportunity to become an Officer in the RCAF

REGULAR FORCE

QUALIFICATIONS

Be in the final year prior to graduation or completing a post-

Citizenship

of a NATO country.

Age

Aircrew must not have reached 25th birthday.
Veteran aircrew must not have reach 35th birthday.
Non-flying list under 30 (under 35 if veteran).
Medical List under 35 (Medical L
long service commission).

Marital Status

May be married if 23 or over.

for information see F/LT. A. R. CRANE
R.C.A.F. Resident Staff Officer

Room 30
Engineering Building

=T

Be a Canadian citizen or other British subject or a citizen

ist have option of short or

graduate course internship in Spring of '52.




