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The strking thing about the Annia Wyman
Dance Theatre is flot its choreography; but
its 'Visual concept".
,It (the sho w> is very visual," sad Artistic

Direc tor Anna Wyman. lI have lots of color
on stage. 1 have props but they're flot just
standing around. 1 use them inl the dance."

According te Wyrvan, though, the pictor-
ial effects are onîy part of the reason for the
group's success.

"The company bas a tremndous sense of
humor," sihe said,. "Peoffle say this is worder-
fui because you can go eut for an evening of
danoe but yqu can alsb laugh and enjoy

yourself. 1 tbirdc thatit'simportahit hatWhèri
you go and see dance that it'% hot ýàisa
serious.'>

Çreated in 1971 the Alna Wyman Dance..
Theatre has sIlwly d(mfbéd ihe Iladder of
SuÉcess ta becomei one of Canadas freý.
miere Tmodern danice groups. They bave
toured ail over Europe; India, the United
States and Mexico. Also, tbey were the f irst,
modern dance company ta be invted to'
tour the People's Republic oif China.

<'We vîited six different cties (ii Cb'ina)
and- *hàd à WOndë&ful ~tirw sid'Wyi=n.
"We were~ reoelvèd well. I was teachihg
classes over there to the Chinese dancers.
They asked me;toshowthem the chotéo-
graphy and they *ould rmike tnotes, ky dthé
dazeri. Chinedancers woùld <orne fro.
miles arcuntd to see a rehearsal. 1 rememtbér
we had one retîearsal and a Chinese gentie-
niân came up and said, 1Would you. Mnd
very much if the rehearsal was attendeci by
some students?' J said 'Certainly flot,'and the
curtains were dlosed and we heard a1-ot of
noise and 1 said,"What is going on? and there
.were tbree thousand students sitting tltere.
Can you imagine?"

With their current touîr winding dowi,
Wyman riow bas à chance to reflect on a
roadsbow tbatt was wltness te standlngoiv-
tion, and to néar tragedy.

"W. started off in Deerfield (Massachaj-
setts) and had a wondeHful performance and
then we went te New Your and we were
ready, absolutely ready. Eveiybédy was excit-
ed, it was our first New York debui, ahd the
night before we opened one of my maini

-dancers got run over by a bus. Weé were ail.
de vastated. With one dancer eut in a group
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The biàgest tinkg the movie Mhat Was

Then... This Is Now bsoing for it is its
sincerity. Not that int tIgood movie in
other respects, it is,just that it bas to be one
of the more honet movies mnade in a long
time.

The film is the story of two boys, friends'
raised under the same roof sinoe childhood
who start ta drift apart in their teen years.
Emillo Estevez plays Mark Iennings, a low-
dlass hell ralser and ootlshalk, wbo -can't
understand why bis best pal. Bryon (played
by newcomer Craig Sheffer) i9 becoming so
bôring. Byon,you se., wantstogrowupand
break the juvenile cycle of flghts, poothus-
tling, and mindless bell raising that he and
Mark seemed ta be trapped in.,

Bryon gets himself an hoàest job and even
a steady. girlfriend, while Mark grows more
and more confused wlth bis friend's change
in bebaviaur: Finally the tWo grow so far
apart thattheir friendship tbecýes imppossi-
ble and Bryon is forced t0 toss'Mark out on
the street - where Mark promptly gets hirn-
self arrested.

As you can tell the plot itself is rather slini
and a bit old, but because of-the -ace acting
by the two, the whole movie works. You
believe -and care about Mark and Bryon
because Emnillo and Craig maniage to some-
htwbringthe charadterstio life and raise our
sympathies. Personally, the strongest point
of the movie is that the tWoactors were lot'
afraid tô simfply lèt their emotions f low and
sacrifice a bit of nmacho 'tôôhies for the sake
of the story.

Emilio Estevez particularly manages to
Create bis characder so completely and realis-
tically tht he can shift froni a tough ruirible
scene to a heff raisng party scene to tender,
disbelief(. Also, the-screen chemistry between
Emilioa ad Croî$ is somethlnîg fiercdè, making
their friendsbip ail that muchý more Wiltva-
ble and the alienation ail: tbàtmutb niôre
painful.

The oal'y sore point I had about the film is
that 1 think it's a bit less than faithful ta the
original-novel, by S.E. Hinton. Estevez, who
also wrote the screenplay, lost a lot of the
flavor to the novel by charnging the settin~

from Tulsa in theéeariy 70's toMinneapolis in
1%85. Somneof the themes and concerns of
Hinton's novel are completely liot to ibis
adaptation, particularîy lnton'spreccupa-
tien with class struggle. Hintonsaw a con-
stant battle between the ricb and the poor -
a conflict underplayed in the movie.

But the few flaws aside, That Was Then...
This is Now * is one truîy good movie. t's a
good bonest story;adequate acting by ail the
actors and a clean artistic feeI to the
cinemnatography.

The movie tries bard and that's enough te
ake t out of the ranks.of the niediocre and'
elevate it te a reàl block buster. Considering
ail the violent'and cynical movies popping
up on the screen it's really pleasant te see a
nice hones t rovie about tbe friendship
between two teenage-boys.
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inu a vry nM oU LusIs~~in. mis s ui i n
alrîght. He can't rèmember thigs. I-is eyd-
sight is very blurred. Apdgbiôtih we dîd a
good show, it wasn't thie shoW ît-sbould've
been."

Thetour fbounded in Quebec, playingto
packed houses and standing ovations, but in
Toronto misfortune struck again - tbqir first
bad review in 13 years.

"'Thé company was low ini Toronto thé f irst
wonights," said Wyman. "IWe hati a very

bad oeview. It was reàlly hitting below the
belt. 1 tbink it was uncalleci for beaue he
Anna Wyman Dance Theatre is not what this
person said it was. But t's one pson's opin-

Musical- Pursuit
by DnTpykL st e uz wînrier was BlalMatsoy.
Blair reoeives a five dollar Aurace«ecords
token f«r bis efforts. i

1Musical Pursuit bégins a bit of ahiatus MlI
.week. lt will retu.n in January. Thardtyeu for.

alyour entrles and see you aU nut ymar.
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