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Questionnaires miss the mark

by Gilbert Bouchard

A U of A psychology professor
has cast doubts on the ethical
ramifications of the Returning
Office’s practice of handing out
questionnaires  simultaneously
with the ballots.

Department of Psychology
professor, Dr. Ted Wright, said “I
would be very careful when taking
surveys simultaneously with the
voting process.”

Wright felt that while this
particular questionnaire was fair
and relatively harmless, “seeming
innocuous questions can have a
surprising impact on attitudes.”

Wright mentioned studies
done ‘by Elizabeth Loflus who
showed ‘subjects a film of a-car
crash. Half the group was told to
estimate how fast car A was going

when it hit car B. The second half
were asked to estimate how fast
car A smashed into car B. The
group that was asked how fast the
cars smashed produced higher
estimates of the cars’ speed. Thus
the change in a single word was
enough to alter the results of the
test.

Questionnaires can also be
biased by the options given,
added Wright.  For example,
asking people if they absolutely
hate Reagan’s guts, really hate
Reagan, hate Reagan, tolerate
Reagan, or think Reagan is an okay
guy would be leading the subjects
to answer the way the interveiwer
wants them to answer.

Wright feels that “leading
questions are more of a concern
than the lay person would think.”

“A lot of these notions con-
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Youth fares are available one way or round trip on
all domestic flights. Starting April 9. For anyone 12 through
21 years of age inclusive. No reservations. Standby only.
Fares subject to government approval.

Pick up and go whenever and wherever you
want. Call your travel agent or CPAir. And save big.

cerning questionnaires were
published as recently as 1981, even
the experts were doing things that
were biasing their sub-
jects’responses,” said Wright.

“I would say that if this were
to be done in the future that steps
be taken to insure that the
questionnaire be given after the
voters have handed in their
ballots,” concluded Wright.
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One more Reason To Go CPALIr.

THE GREAT CPAIR
HAWAIIAN BUBBLE BASH

Contest extended to September 9.

SWEEPSTAKES.

Still 4 grand prizes left.

Buy any domestic CPAir ticket between now and September 9, 1984, and you
could be a sweepstakes winner. Grand prize offers 12 seats from Vancouver to Hawaii for you
and your friends in our Bubble (the upper lounge of our Boeing 747s). Plus 7 nights accom-
modation at the Hyatt Regency, Waikiki and air travel between your CPAIr city and Vancouver.
(Approx. value — $20,040, must be 18 years of age or older for eligibility, 19 or older in B.C.)
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Official Airline Expo 86 Vancouver
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