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THE CAME 0F ORATORY.T fEfirst tbing in oratory, Demostbenes said, was action, the second,
action; and the third, action. There are a few Canadian orators
who cultivate this quaiity. Sir Wilfrid Laurier does it grace-
fullly and weli. Mr. l3orden is not so brilliant in this respect.

Mr. Bourassa, Mr. Lemieux, Mr. W. F. Maclean, and Mr. Poster have
ail more action, if iess grace, than the two great politicai leaders. The
photographs on this page are evidence that seme of aur orators have.
studied Demosthenes or at ieast have heard of bis precept.

Mr. W. T. White, the newly discovered orator of the campaign which
bas just closed in Ontario, has
action wbich is of doubtful
quaiity. H1e walks up and down
the platfornx like a mani dic-
tating a ponderous deliverance.
But when bie is driving home
an important point hie stands
still and employs hand and amni
and head action with decided

Mr. Geo. E Poster is one of
our greatest orators. H1e is
said to be second only to Sir
WVilfrid Laurier in ail-round
oratorical ability. Like many
of our best orators, he bas not
n1ivýzrn1 hil-lie iq qhort and

of purpose backs up bis oratorical efforts and mnakes them effective when
Bourassa's efforts are mereiy electrical.

The average of oratory ini Canadian public life is flot high. *Many of
our public speakers Iack a broad education in history and lîterature.«
They are sometimes crude. They often stunible awkwardiy and arriveë
in a muddled condition. They are impressive only throughi evident sin-
cerity, Tbey are more forceful if less grammatical and poiibed than
the average British orator; they are more forceful and more convincing
than the frothy, though smoother orator of 'the United States. With
the broader education which our young men are now getting, the Cana-
dian public speaker should shortly become the most effective of those

who use the Engiish language.
The coldness and ponderous-
ness of the Brîtisher are largely
absent among our youniger pub-
lic speakers, and so are the
hollowness and evident insin-
cerity of some political stump
speakers in the United States.

The exampie of the French-
Canadian orator is having its
effect on the Engylish Canadian
orator. H1e is learning to drop
his aloofness, his assumed in-
difference, bis general chilliness
of attitude, and is gîving more
rein to his imagination and bis
passion. Sir Wilfrid Laurier is
perhaps the greatest orator of
the British Empire, and bis ini-
fluence upon the deveiopmient
of real oratory in this country
has been tremnendous.

One fault wbich shines out
in our oratory is the tendency
to~ make long speeches. "The

WLIMMANLEY GERMAN, .P.aa simaler the man, the longer the
Eetdby,«celamaion foWlad speech» is too often the rule.

Thle Hon. Edward Blake made
tremendousiy long speeches, and
Blake was a great orator. Sir
John A. Macdonald made short
speeches, and Sir John was aise
a great orator, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, Mr. Fielding, Sir AI-
Ian Aylesworth, seldomi make
long speeches. There is no
doubt that the short, compact,
concise address is the more
effective either for a public
audience or for the House of
Commons. The public speaker
who occuples more than 'an
1hur, on even a great national
issue, is taking a rîsk whieh the
~beSt orators dû not often take.

During the past six weeks,
Canada bas hiad a surf eit of-oratory. Every society hall,
town hall, country school house
and city auditorium bas been
ringing with the elouenvP nf
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