
- BILL.

An Act forincorporating certain Charita-
ble, Philanthropie and Provident As-
sociations, and for the effectual protec-
tion from fraud and misappropriation
of the funds of the same.

W HEREAS large and increasing num- Pr.bie.
bers of all classes of the community

bave for some time past associated themselves
together under the name and style of " Odd

5 Fellows," for the purpose of making provi-
sion for themselves and families, by contri-
buting subscriptions or otherwise, against
sickness, misfortune and death, and for the
relief of the widows and orphan children of

10 deceased members, and whereas, the accu-.
mulated funds of such Associations (owing
to the absence of legal protedtion,) have been
subjected to great and serious losses fron
frauds and defalcations; and whereas, it is

15 expedient to encourage habits of providence
,and forethought amongst all Her Majesty's
subjects: Be it therefore enacted, &c.

And it is hereby enacted by the authority of Any namber
the same, That it shall and may be lawful for = !,."Y

20 any nuniber of persons to unite -for the pur- tbe purpos. of

pose of making provision, by means of con- ImD11I1 ssi1t-

tributions, subscriptions, donations or other- desth, sick-

wise, against the several contingencies ofu""''&C'
sickness, unavoidable misfortune or death,

25 and for relieving the widows and. orphan
children of members deceased; and it shall
and may be lawful for the members and offi-
cers of such associated body or Society, from
time to time, to establish and maintain

30 branches thereof, for and at the convenience
.of the res pective members, but for so long
only as the business transacted at the Meet-
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