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‘ the brothers Wlllmm and Robert rented the w0011en factory of an. Mr E’rooks and ran it until
1837, when the four. brothers bought a small woollen factory at Géorgetown, in the townshlp of
F.equesmg, county of Halton, the place then contmmng only-three families.” ¢ The four brothel‘s,”
”wntes Mr.-Davin, “were ifi the wilderness, and never could have got on had they not had qulck
bra.ms,fertlle in: resources. Anythmg they required in the" way of machinery, they had to make. At

_' th{{t time all the farmers manufactured their cloth ; but when the Barbers had their macbinery -

gomg, the farmers gmdually began to exchsmge their wool for the machine-made cloth, * . * *

. Business increased. A:"second mill was sta,rted at Streetsville. Later on, the water power at

- 'Georgetown failing, the two woollen mrlls “were consohdatecl and the large mill, now known as
) the Toronto Mills (Streetsvxlle being in theltownshrp of Toronto), were erected in 1853.”

" About this.time the: Grand Trunk Railway was under process of constructmn and James -

. Barber being a paper maker, it was decided to erect 8. mill-on the Credit river, ‘which runs on

the north side of Geergetown. The first frelght ca,rned by the rallway to Toronto was three
car loads of paper from this mlll A second paper mill was- erected in 1858, and since that time .
o large addltrons and xmprovements have been made toincrease the quantlty and quahty of papet.. .

ma,nufactured. The first serious reverse- expenenced by the family occurred in’ 1861, when the

woollen mlll a.t Stre‘etswlle was destroyed by fire, with a loss of $70,000 above insurance, and B
the explosion of a: ‘boiler at the paper mill caused. a loss of $8 000 more. These mills were again

running, and turning out goods as- usual, within three months from the date when the a.ccrdents

oceurred, Thé old firm was dissolved in 1870, thuty-three years after its formation “ thhout ‘

any deed of partnershlp, or any- dwmon of proﬁts each one drawing accordlng to his reqmre-
ments.” o

flannels and some over-coatm,, broad cloths, tweeds bemb g their speclalty They have elght sets.

* of the most lmproved machinery, and their articles of manufacture are second in excellence to |

none made in the Provmce a,nd there are but three or four mrlls of thékind more extensne in
the Province.

" William Barber, the semor member of the firm, thouwh past “seventy years of age, bemo 2

born in 1809, is one of the most eneroretlc and actlve men in Strectsville. Wlnle a resrdent of

"the county of Halton, he was for some years a membr of the county council ;. has been Justlo-e_ :

of the peace since the ﬁrst commission was issued in'that county, and represented the riding of
Halton in the first and second local Parliaments, being a Reformer of the mdom1table class.

Robert Ba.rber has - been a magistrate for a number of years; a.ud has taken a prominent

p&l’t in many pubhc enterprises, both in his own 1 county and in‘the Province at large.

~ Joseph Barber, the youngest member of the famlly, retired from’ business on the dissolu- -

tion of the old firm, and now enjoys lnmself as a-gentleman farmerand collector of mterests and

W1lha.m a.nd Robert Barber took the Woollen busmess and under the ﬁrm-name of Ba.rber

Brothers are employing from 125 to 150 men, women and children, are ma.kmcr all wool tweeds, -
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