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the brothers,'William and Robertrented the woollen- rooks, and ran it until

Nétory of Hdîn. Mr.'t'

1837, when the fdur.brothors bqught a gmall woollen factory at Georgetown, in the town4hip,ýof

FAquès*g, couhty of 1Wton, the plaée then'containing, only-three families!' ý%e four brot.hei%,"
-'*ïýtes -Mr. -Dývin, Il *ere ili the wilderness, aiîd never êould have got on had they not had. quick

brainsfertile in resou . rees. . Anything thýy required in the'.way of machinery, they had to make. At

thà time all the farmer8 manufactured t1jeir elâh ; but* when'the Barbers had their rnacli;me
going, tfie farmers gradually began to exchange.their wo*ol. for the machine-made cloth.

Business increased 4- a
,ýecond mill was stqxted at Streetsville. Later on, the w ter power at,

Georgretown faiJing,, the two woollen.miII8 -were consolidated, and the large mill, now known as
the Toronto Mills (Streetsvillebeing ïn thetownship ofý Toronto), were erected in 1853."

About this,ý.ti'Me the- Grand Trunk Ràilway was.under process of construction, and James,

Barber'being a**paper, maker, it was decided toerect a mill*.ýon the Credit river, which runs on,
the north sidè of. Georgetown. The first fieight carried by the railway tô Toronto was three

car loads of paper from this milL. A second- pýLper mill was . erected in 18581;-and since that time -
yovemen have been made to'increiýse th"lareéadditioùs and imp ts e'quantýty and uality of papèr..'.

manufacture& Vie first serious reverse e:iÉerienced by the family occurred in 18.61ý,,*.-when the
woollen milLat Stréetsville wàs destr.oyed Ly-fire, with a loss of $70,000 above insurance, and

the explo> ion of a -boiler at the:paper mill caused. a loss of $8,00,0 more. 'These mills were again

running, and turning-out g(jôds à,,s-:usual, within' -three M'o'nths from the date:when -the accidents

occurred. Thé old firrà was dissolved in 1870,, thirtý-three years after its.fonnation without

any deed of. partnership, or any. divisiion of' profits, each one drawing according to his requiré-

ments.,

William andRobert Barl5er took the woollen business, and under thé,firm-name of Barber

Brothers-, are . employin go, from. 1525 to. 150 men,: women and children, are making, all wool. tweeds,
and some qver-éoating broad cloths, tweeds being'their specialty* They have.eight sets'

of thé most Ïmproved machinery, and their articles of manufacture are second in excellence to

nône made in the Province, and there arebut three or four mills of the-kind more extensive in

the Province.

Wiffiam Barber, the semor-member of the firm, though past seventy. years « agge, being

bo - m in 1809, is.one of the most energetic and active men in Strectsville. While a-resident of
the county of Ha.ton, he was for sorne years a memU coun us

-r of the county cil; .has been a -j « tice

of the peace since thefirst comm ission wu issued..in,,.that county, -anér represented the riding of

Halton in the first and second local Parliaments, being* a Reformer of the indomitàble.clasi.

Robert Barber has .beeù a mairistrate for - a number of years - and has taken a prominent, -
part in many publie enterprises, both in his own county and, in-the Province at large.

Joseph Barber, the youngest member of the retired from. business -on the dissolu-

tion of. the old and. n' e*ys himself as a anfirm. ow -gentiem farmer and collector of interesta aud


