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REPORT, &c. .

—~aRge—

To His Drcellency SirJohn Colborne, Knight,
s Commander of the most Flanorable Military

order of the Bath, Licutenant Governor of

the Provinee of Upper Canade, Major Ge-
© neral commanding His Majesty’s Forccs there-

©ow, o §c §e

At at an carly period after the passing of the act
.authorising and appointing we to examine the
“Welland Canal, and to report to vour E<cellen-
wey ““all such fucts and information’ as I might
« deem useful, in aid of forming a correct opiaion”
‘of that work 3 “ its progress, condition and fu-
¢ nsefulness,” T proceceded to Port Dulbousie,
‘andd from thence along the whole hine to the Dam
atthe Geand River; and peisonally inspected
ps Nir as the stite of the weather wounld admit,
the Hurbor o1 Lake Oatatio: the Deep Cat,
the Locks, the Aqoeduet, the Feeder, the Dam,
and the excavation generally.
THE DEEP CUT.

As the 13th Soction af the Stainte yequites &
veov moute and pactionlar examination of the
Deep Cut to be mule, m oader 10 ascertamn as
far as practicable, ¢ the probatnhty there is ot
the ctahility or instilabiay of the hanks,” I have
usited and inspected  that section of the work
fiom time to tune, sinee the b ginning of April,
crefully enquiring mto, dnd natinz down, such
facts anl occuwrences as I cousidered lihely 1o
jrove usetul.

Several slips in the left or West bank have
then place this sprung; the swfree area of one
ot them pehaps exeecdme bl an ace—buat
the <oil thus deposited in the Cannl, has partly
fitled up the vieant space below the new bot-
tom levely and by widening the summit level,
rather beuefitted than injwed the nacization, 1
was informed that at the place where the banks
had efly given way, dwing the present year,
the worhmen on the Canal had fust dicovered
the soft clay bottom, and on fwther digging w-
nved at a suatum of guichsand.

An opinion is very gencrally entcrtained, by
persons residing near the Canal, that the mar-
gin will give way in other places along the line
of deep cutting; and itis indeed probable that
such will be the case; for the banks that remain
unbroken, ave apparently 1w the same unstable
condition as weie those places which have al-
ready fallen in; the quality of the soil is the
same and they we equally steep—But I do not
apprehend any very seitous consequences fiom
tlus state of the banks, for there aie now eight,
ten, and in some places, twelve feet of wates
and vacant space i the Canal, below its pre-
«<ent baselevel, where the margin las not caved
w; and unlews the banks wete to give way on
both sides, the sail, (judgine fiom the expenierce
of the last cightcen mouths,) would not be likely
to fill the canal any farther than to its base level,
and scaicely, i at all, mterrupt navigation.—
The ships that have taken place sinco the Wel-
Yand River level was abandoned, have eccasion~
ed vary litile adduional exeavation er tcuble.
I found a few Liborers employed Jeming out a
bottent channel of twenty feet width for a short
distance-=The cutiing was neither deep not ox-
tensive.

The banks on the towing path side are steep,
but have thas far stood the test of the seasons,
exgept m a very few places——when the Canal
is uiled with water, thare will be much less
thance of the sides giving way 1 this seciion,
than theie is in its present state 5 and, loohng at
the subject mn this its woist point of view, I can
decidedly express my opinton that the anticipa-
tion of such an event vughit not 1o be allowed to
prevent or hinder the completion of the Canal,
or be received as an wrgument against its unlity
as a permanent public work.  Were the soil to
cave in so as to stop the passage of vessels it
could be cleaied out and placed at a proper dis-
tance at no great expence—and without mucl
Joss of time, and that 1s the woist that can hap-
pen.

It is to be regretted howeser, that more fre-
caution was not made use of by the prindipal



