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A DAY WITH "A. L. 0. E."
FrtV people are perhaps aivare that the popular authoress

who is known by lier initiaIs simiply as "A Lady of Eng-land"» is
flot oniy still living, but actively engaged in mission work in a
populous city in North)em India. A visit telier, and amorning
spent svithli er in bier custornary round of visits te, tiose îvhom
shte hopes to taise eut of superstition and idolatry, is a refresh-
ing and interesting break in Use somneiat nienotonous events
of ordinary Anglo-Indian society. And it is flot a visit as diffi-
cuit to accomplisb in tîsese days of.quick raihivay communication
as it %vas fourteen years ago, wvben IlA. L. 0. E.," otherwise
simply Miss Tucker, first camci eut to India, and decided to
niake the city of Batala the centre of lier labors asid the home
of lier declining years ; for Batala is nosv in direct commnuni-
cation by rail with Lahore, the capital of the Punijaub, and is
about an hour's journey further north than Amritsar, the famous
centei of Sikh influence, tise city of tbe Golden Temple of vorld-
wide faine.

In tIse days svhen Miss Tucker first knesv it, it was reaclied by
dàk gbiarri or doli, bots of wvbicl conveyances will be famniliai t0
resders of the authoress's stories of Indian life and adventure.
The railway, howeî'er, altbougli it lias broughit more trade te
Batala, and made il, therefore, more populous and svealthy, bias
flot altered it îuch with regard to European residents ; for in
former days, as now, the oly English people in Batela are tie
missionaries, some eiglst or ten, who formi a little centre of
influence in the city and villages around.

Miss Tucker's horne is about tlirce.quartcîs of a ile fions
tse city, close under the sliedowi of the l3aring High Sclîool for
native Christian boys, in svhons site takes the greatest and most
loving interest. Her cottage, a ricady arranged litUle building,
ivitb furniture and decoration simple andI tasteful, as befits Use
cliarming nid lady wlso inliabits jr, lias becis christeniec by lier
IGruft auf Tag," as tserein site iîstcnds to spend the " suniset »

of lier hie. Thsis little home, in wbhicli she sieeps, lives and
writes ail tisat slue nowv gives to the wor]d, adjoins a larger bouse
inlîabited by other lady missienaries, and in this Miss Tucker
takes bier meals, as %vell as speiids lier leisure bours, thougbi of
Uîese she lias but few, as, in spite of lier age, wilîi sîse prouclly
tells one is only tîvo years less Usan Her Majesty's, site s ose
or less liard at svork frossi îssrnisig til isiglit. Every nsorniîg,
except Sundlay, after a most frugal breakfast, Miss Tucker starts
on lier round of visits, "to deliver lier message.'" Tis means
tîsat site svill generally manage so visit and adldress little gatbcr-
iîîgs of ivomnen and children in some ses'eî or ciglit zenauias, no
inconsiderable and easy work even to asyne of robust stresigUs
and to tbe fragile litdle old lady wvîo lias spent fou rteen yeairs iii
India, ivithout once recruiting bier bealsîs in Eng~land, it is no
smaîl strain, altbough she berself weuld be tic lest tu acknoîv-
lecîge the fact. Tbe word '" zenanai.," so rsîany Eîiglisb cars, no
doubt implies a iiîagniflceîit and secludcd set of apartinicîts in
whlicli liigh.class 1-indoos and Malionismedans alike kcep tbcir
womcss folk " purdad," or screened froin thec vulgar gaze ef strange
msale eyes. Tliere are sucb zenasias, jr is rrue, but tliey are
rarely found outside palaces, wvlereas, every lieuse, even tbe
poorebt citizens, possesses its zenana, or, in plain En.glisls, its
apartmnents for ivemen, avîsether tbose svoiisn are purdali or nos.
It is cbiefly te tbe homes of the non-purdali class, anid, in fact,
to a vcry humble class, thet Miss Tueker directs lier footsteps,
when site sallies forth about nine o'clock iii tIse iorning so walk
te tbe city, followved by a small doli carricd ly tweo kaliars or
bearers. The doli is a very primsitive conveyantrce, buit some-
what on the model of a very diminutive Cîsinese palanquin, tIse

base measuring sorte 3 feet by 2 feet, and the roof and sides
being covered by a strong padded cretonne. Lengsbsvise
tbrough the top of tbe doli passes a long bamboo pole wvbicls
rests on tIse shoulders of the k-ahars wlsen tIse doli is being
carried froin place te place. Ifwie teke a peep into Miss Tucker's
doli, ive shaîl se tîsat thse only furniture consists of two small
pillows to rest against, and one or two bags containing bymn
books, translations into Urdu or Gurnsakee of various parables
or tIse Sernmon on tlsc Mnunt, andI pictures wherewitls te illus-
trate tIse lessoxis te be given. B3ut Miss Tucker, truc te the
prijîciple so often elucidated in lier books, tbat no life can be
a useful one unless it is first a bealtby one, conscientiously takes
bier înorning svalk of about three.cîuerters of a mile, ivell guerded
froni tlîe liest of tIse suus's rays by a tbickly wvadded whlite
unbrella, befere, site Uîisks of baviîig recourse te lier doli. It
is osily Mien tise city sialîs are reaclîed tîsat slîe gets in, and is
Usen rapidly borne tlîrougs tIse narrow, tortisous streets te the
flrst on lier mnorning's visiting list. On the niorniîs, about te bie
described tIse first bouse is tîsat of a blîeeat je, or water carrier,
and, alsbnugbi bbeesties as a class give less trouble, and do tbejr
sverk better than an>' otlier of the nunserous iinistrants te deily
bumait wants iii Inclia, still slîis particular blieestie's zeriena is flot
one whvliî is prelsared te receive Miss Tuckcr's tcaclsings îvitb
unquestioning suibissîes. TIse usual question as to wlietlîer
tIse ivoiren follk have leisure or flot te receive lier is eissvered in
tbe afirrssative belore etitering even un tIse sbreslsold of their
home, and forsbsvith Miss Tucker is usliered into a tiny roont
soie ie feet by 5 feet, ansd jnvjîed te sit downs on tIse enly apol-
ogy for fusiîiture, a cliarpey or native bcd tiradle of string and
bamboo. 1-1er- audien ce cesîsists at fi rst sole]ly of tîve, wlio squat
at lier feet te listen te lier. A picture sîlustrative of anme scene
in tse hIle of Christ is slîosn andl explaiiscd, ind thieir attentions
is «gained foir a feiv minutes. By this time the nesvs lias spread
te tie zessanas close at liane, anid a few odser wivoîsî stroli up te
look in and listeis. Aniongst tîsese is one wvîo is cvidently pre-
paresi for argumsent, asîd at te first op1 ,erturity hie preclainîs iii
a cearse, loud voice sîsat Mahsomet is Use only truc propîset, and
tîsat t is nie use an 'NMint Sal cnintî, te try te niake tîsens
believe tise cniry. Site is answered lby eiscouragiîig'looks
and %verds froni Uhe crowd aroussd, and INMiss *ruckcer is oblige([
te aIter lier tactics. 1-er gentle voice ini protest is mast in tise
vociferous tones of liser oppessent, and so, after various issild
atteipss to secuire a lieariig ande continue rte lessen se had
intended giviing,, bbe puts ssidc tlîc pictuic and begins a blîag-
dos-tsat is, Scriptural truths iii short s'erses-wvlicls arc sung
te tlîe mnioiteiius turses wvîicli alonie appcai acceptable se tIse
native mincis. The sinsgiiig, stop)s tise liubbub foir a fev minutes,
but as seni as it is os'er tIse arguieît is n Use point ef bcbng
begun, anssu Miss Tuck-er, iiitls kzisdly wnorcs ansd saleaanis,
retires, lseping Uset as sotie future day she %vill have a less
rebellieus audicisce.

TIse seconsd lieuse visiteel-Usas of a yousî, miarried wvemaîs
%vîso until recently lsad becis tise liead teacîser in a Mussulmsas
girls' scîseol-is in every w.,tt eitr*ast to tIefir-st. Intîsis the
audicence aire neitlies ignorant nnr aggressîvc, but iollow witb
deliglit aIl tIse new pictures slsown or tise fresîs informations
expounidcd. Tlsey are evidently weil acquaiîsted witl. ail the
eî'ents of Clîrist's life, and so Miss 'l ucker lcases tisent one or
two short parables translesed inito ljidu whîich sley niay read
aisd keep. At tIse next lieuse Uies e is sies such ans intelligent
Uîouglî certainiy a vcry svilliii audienîce, wlio like te beer Miss
Tucleer siiig and talle te tîscîi, shouglu perîsaps tlsey ha~ve ne very
strong feelings for cither tiseir owus oi tise Chîristian religion.


