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NOTE AND COMMENT.

A noteworthy feature in connection with the annial
matches of the York County (N.B.) Rifle Association,
published in this issue, is the frequency with which names of
members of the Infantry School Corps appear in the prize
lists, Tt has been in the past a reproach to our Permanent
Corps that they made no effort to excel or even to attain
fur proficicney in rifle shooting, but latterly there has been
a change for the better. The Commandant of the Frederic-
ton school takes a great personal interest in rifle shooting,
and this fact no doubt largely accounts for the good show-
ing made by his men.

The Hroad Adrrowe quotes from a contemporary, with
appreciaion of its force, an article calling attention o the
Lick of instruction 1 the use of the bayonet, the weapon so
terribly effective in the hands of the old-time Britich soldier.
The article proceeds @ --

* While inventors are busy perfecting the newest thing in bayonets,
the British soldier is not being taught how to wicld any bayonet at all
The most perfeet weapon is useless in unskilled hands, and the average
infantry soldher is wtterly unkilled in the use of the bayonet. True, he
fearns a series of guards and points which he pertorms in a wechanieal
~orl of way. and which are supposed to he a thorough traintug in the
use of the bayonet Why, nine out of ten men, and perhaps wmore,
have never known what it is to face anothar man with any weapon,
even s dammy bayonet ! And yet these men are expeected to engage
i hand-to-hand Bght against the Afghan hilman or the Avab spears
man, trained from their youth up to close combat. Going through the
shayonet exercise” will never give men the necessary skill and
cofidence,  Fvery man shoukd be taught by the experience of practis-
ing agrainst his comrade how to defend himself in a hand-to-hand fight, ™

While having no cxpectation of bayonet encounters with
Mghan,  Arab, or other experts, our mmlita shoul, oe
interested in the point stated above,  Very few ceven of the
crack corps can show a fair average of proficiency in the
use of the bayonet either in the stercotyped movements of
the drill book or otherwise, and those having time to spare
during the coming winter evenings would find bayonet
exercise profitable, not only from a military but also from
an athlctie standpoint.

——— e

The Home Government is about to receive from our
Militia. Department a report on the defences and fortifica-
tions of Canada, prepared some time ago for Imperial
information.  Lord Salisbury’s Administration is preparing
military cstimates and revising the whole Imperial system of
outlay for the purposes of offence and defence, and requires
this informatien from Canada as part of the data for the
tevision,  Major-General Herbert, it is understood, bhas
made a general report to the Impenal Government on the

militia system of the Dominion.  The revort which is about
to be transmutted is a more claborate one, and covers far
more ground with greater particularity of detail.

Remarking upon the souree of coal supply for the ships
now on duty in Behring sea, the «Army and Nawvy Gasetie
says: * If the rumours of ccal with good steaming qualities
discovered along the route of the Canadian DPacific should
turn out to be well grounded, it will prove of great advantage
in such an emergency as this, and afford a fresh ilustration
of the enormous utility of the Canadian Pacific line for
naval requirements. It may not be gencrally known that,
when the Canadian Pacilic was opened, a luge quantity of
naval stores consigned to Esquimalt, for which an urgent
requisition had been made, was sent out from the naval
yard at Doptford, and formed part of the feight of the first
goods train which ran from the \dantic to the Pacific sca-
board on British territory.  “Fhis railway has again been
utilised in a similar way recently for the quick despateh of
material and stores uncexpectedly required for repairs and
reiit of ships in the North Pacific”

The Citadel wt Quehee is hercatter to float the Royal
Standard on Royal anniversaries, a distinetion preseribed by
tanadian regulation to but one other place, the residence of
the Governor Generale the Roand O saying that “ The
Royal Standard shal! be tlown as Government House on the
Queen’s Birthday, and on the Day of Her Majesty's Aseen
sion and Coronation.” By the Queen’s Regulations, the
Royal Standard s flown an these ansiversaries at certain
nuned citadels garnsoned by the fmperial troops, Halifax
beieg one of these. To will e only natural if the distinetion
allowed to Quchee by the last General Order is claimed also
for the = Royal ™ Military College, and the “Royal” Schools
of Instuction.

The Koinische Zcition: has reeently been urging the ad-
vantage of increasing the German Army and introducing the
ftwo vears” service system,” and has revived the diseussion
on that question,  The Nevddeutsche veproduces the Rhenish
paper’s article with evident satistaction, and hopzs imuch from
the discussion. “The Aews Zetung, on the other hand,
regards the shortening of the term of serviee as a “conces-
sion to extreme Liberalism, which which would diminish
Germany s power of resistance by impairing the thoroughness
of her military traming.”™  The most cninent German ex-
perts, including the Faperor, are in favour of the change,
but Ths Majesty has hitherto declined to carry 1t out on
account of the cnormous expense it would involve.



