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The Secret of the
Old Chateau

By DAVID WHITELAW.,

(Copy

e
How the Story Began:

Vivian Renton and Eddie Haverton,
modern soldiers of fortune, have been
gambling with Hubert Baxenter, a
prosperous attorney his London
apartments. The two lose heavily.
After their departure in the early
morning hours, Renton returns to the
house with the idea of recoverine the
lost money. He chloroforms Baxenter
and makes a vain search for

on the desk, addressed to a hospital.
Finally Renton starts to search the
inert body lying on the hearth-rug
and discovers to his horror that Bax
enter is dead. The clock chimes half
past five.

CHAPTER IL—(Cont'd.)

o
He shuddered at the calm horror of
the room.
scemed to him so loud that heé felt it
weuld be heard by people outside. The
sounds seemed to call out mur—der—
tick—tack—mur—der—tick——
crossed the room hurriedly and
out the flame of the dle, and stood
there in the gray light,
pitifully. He heard the tread
policeman on his beat, and for
tense moment the light from a lan-
ern flashed ocn the windows and
ncross the celing. |
There would be workmen about and
milkmen on their They |
would take noti in even- |
Ing dres: which seen leaving a'
hcuse at th=t hour, ! would remem-
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placed the rope round
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could not
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s ghastly har ork
himself that he

was

told not
this—i not first t
had used the chloroform-pad which he
parried always in its littie case in his
reast pocket. It had been his inten-
tion only: to drug the solicitor, and
he feli a secthing resentment against
the .fate which | 1im a mur-
derer i g

steps he crossed the
loor, looking out

the dim and lofty
ase, wide and carpet-
nto the gloom; and,
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The man seemed

with a shudder
vindow and so down
e air here was

was long dead ashes.
ss the figure
r. He shivered
skey. bot-
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SNOow upper-
that he must
this house of
e upon eight|
r bLetween the
blinds, Vivia that the life of the!
tergace had Legun in earnest. Clerks!
were hurrying past on their way to!
the tube station, and (ie prntnum-\\‘as‘
at the house opposite talking through |
the area railings with a pretty ser-
vant-maid. He noticed all '|hcse‘

things with a curicus detachment.

most in his mind
spend the wholz: day
death, It was
o'clock, and,
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cars of all types; all cars sold sub-
#ct to delivery up to 300 miles, or test
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e refunded,

RING mechanic of ycur own cholce
to look them over, or ask us to
any car to city representative for

spectivn. Very large stock always on
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money which is lying in an envelope !

He |
blew !
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‘right.)

The clerks, hurrying to their work,
would be passing up till ten o’clock,
and after them would come the nurse-
maids with the children and the ladies
off to their shopping. Each and every
one of them would notice the man
coming from No. 9. He felt that they!
would all stop and stare at him. No,!|
there nothing for it but to wait

s made escape possible. |

At the same time, he told himself|
that he was perfectly safe where he
| was. Hubert Baxenter was supposed
to have left, and none could suspect
the tragedy which had taken place in|
| the night.
| But he must be silent, a the |
‘\‘nimrh' must be left down, d he!
| must allow himself neither fire nor
light. After nightfall the road \\’ould;

leave unperceived. He was glad-that |

rug: the long white fur was ﬂmlrne:li
down at places and he ruffled these
with his foot. [

For some time the man sat motion-
less in the silence of the darkened

| The hours passed slowly and

| room

awoke to find himself on the Chester=|

one | field with the afternoon sun cutting|a lost identity—at one stroke!

bright patterns on the carpet. The]
clock pointed to a quarteér to two,, He
counted on his fingers that there were
five more hours at the least;

Vivian was feeling hungry, nn«l,l
making his way down to the kitchen,|
he found a few biscuits and refresh- |
ed himself with these and a glass of |
water taken from tap. As )‘.o:
irank, a sradow fe across the win- |
dow and the tumbler all but dropped
from his nerveless fingers. He s(t'p-"

g carefully to the door, and,|
to the
»d cautiously over' the blind.

| into

dressed to the hospital. The peculiar

crackling noise given out by its con-
tents awakened his curiosity and
caused him to open it. He gave a
little gasp of pleasure as he thought
how useful this windfall would be in
assisting him to leave the country,
and, again, more to pass the time
than anything else, fell to examining
the drawers of the desk and bureau.
There were many papers, legal and
private, and a few jewels—these lat-
ter of no great vaiue and barely
worth the taking; Vivian decided to
leave these as being articles easy of
identification. A glance at the rnum-
bers of the bank notes told him that
they had mostly been won from Ed-
and himself, and no one would

Spring and Summer Clothes
- For School and Holiday Wear

At

Lower Prices

pw they had left the posses-

their original owners.
-abqut four o'clock when he
gréat discovery.
utting back into its place a
to the right of the
in the bureau, when, un-
e ‘must have released
some hidden spring, for another
drawer, cunningly concealed in the
panelling at the back, sprang out.
Vivian's nervous system was already
shattered by the work of the night
and he fell back, his heart beating
strangely, and it was some moments
before he could bring himself to touch
the papers which he saw exposed.

There were bu two. One was evi-
dently the last will and testament of
the man who now lay dead on the
roof, the other—a parchment yellow
with age and creased with much
usage. It was folded lengthwise and
was endorsed in an angular hand-
writing. ian Renton took this
over to the light which came thinly
through the blinds.

At first, as he read, he showed no
partcular interest in the matter set
forth in the cramped, faded caligraphy
on the parchment. It was when he
had reached the second folio of the
document that a look of intérest came
i the keen eyes. After that he
read to the end without raising them.

And, when he had finished, he
dropped down in the easy chair and
sat, the parchment sheets hanging

The ticking of the clock|he had removed the thing froni the  street outside came the movement of |

the life of the afternoon, the rumble
of vehicles, the shrill laughtr of chil-
dren. The only sound within the room
was the eternal ticking of the clock.
“If I only dared——"
The man in the chair breathed the

trembling | he must have fallen asleep, for he| words.

-A fortune in it, perhaps—and
If
only dared!"”

He rose to his feet and took a blot-
ting-pad from its place on the desk,
and, choosing the spot where the wan
ing light was strongest, placed it on
his knee and commenced to write.
Word for word he made a copy of
what he had been reading—a very
rough copy—partly in a shorthand of
his own, for the light would not last
long now and he dared not risk a
candle.

The scheme, if what was nebulous- |

that, necessitated, above all, that the

|
|
{

|
!

|
|
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| notes were safely in his
| and nothing remained for
| take the first opportunity of leaving|
the house. |
He noticed with a keen satisfaction |
that with the coming of night the fug{
| had again settled down over the dis-|

| trict, and although not so dense asll

ossession,
im but to|

| before, still would serve as a curtain

to cloak his departure. He buttoned |
| his coat closely round his throat and!
| felt his way out into the hgll. He|
had his hand, on the latch, when he|
started back and stood motionless |
with fear.

There came the creak of the gate
and then footsteps on the gravel path,
Vivian had, for the moment, lost all
power of movement. Had the persc
coming up the path possessed a key,
the game that Vivian was planning

bedroom window,|ly forming in his brain could be called | would have had but a short life. The

steps came to a stand on the top of

Two men were at work in the gar-|original document should be returned| the flight of stone stairs that led from

1, and Vivian watched them with a| with the will to the secret drawer in| the door to the garden.

*h_at his heart. Suppose they |
ey to the house and were to|

at it was hardly likely, and|
1at they were gardeners and would
use the side door. Nevertheless, their|
presence was an added terror to the

clock came through the folding dours,l
It ed out mur-der, but not!
y very slowly,

awn out whisper.
He went back to the room facing
the road, and, crossing to the hureauv‘
casually picked up the envelope ad-

still

the bureau. It was necessary that,
when the heir to the ‘dead solicitor

be found intact and should show no|
signs of having been *‘ampered \\'1!h.‘
It was all but dark when Vivian|

 put away his fountain pen, and, fold-| envelope-—a
imprisoned man. The tick-tack of the | ing what he had written, placed it in| through the letterbox.

his. breast pocket, together with the|
top sheet of the blotting pad. He e

lite a long/| perienced a little difficulty in replac-| pa
| ing the drawer, but at last he told|
{ himself that all wa¢’as he had found| Vivian Renton retirned to the room
|it and that No. 9 Mortimer Terrace| he had left and drank off the remain- !

showed no signs of his stay. The bank |
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Our Priceless Gardens.
Do you realize what a proportion of
our life you spend in eating? If you

Jl.uppon to do the cooking, you un-

doubtedly But did you ever stop
to think what a large proportion of
u eat comes from a garden

ild come from your garden? |

With the important part which vita- |
1e3 have besn found to play in

do!

and growth, a vegetable ga T
even vital im-|
ver hefore,

me -of more
¢ than e
many of us are apt to put po-|
on the table three times a day|
t we have fulfilled all
)ligations to the inne |

catalog

of fooc |

getable ¢

Look in the seed
vu will see a world
there besides potatoes.

ng is a list from which to|

Asparagus; cabbage (whit
and red), carrots, cauliflower, celery,|
Swisg chard, ¢orn, cress, cucumber,|
egg plant, horseradish, kale, kohlrabi, |
lettuce (head and leaf), melons (musk
and watermelen), mustard for greens, |
onions, parsley, parsnips, peas, pep-!
pers, pumpkins, ralishes (early and
winter), rhubarb, salsify, spinach,
squash, tomatces, turnips,

An asparagus bed can be a mine of
wealth. Do not waste time sowing
seed. Buy two-year-cld plants, sel
out according to the best rules, care
for well and you can eat, sell and can|
this delicicus vegetable to your stom-|
ach’s content and your pocket bouk'sl
increase.

Caulifiower, cabbage (white and
red), celery, cucumbers, horseradish,
onions, peppers, all are valuable for
he winter relishes—chopped pickles,
sweet and sour dill pickles, chow
chows and other varieties. Celery
will keep far into the winter, if pro-
perly stored in sand or earth in a
cellar where it will not freeze. Swiss
chard is something your chickens will
fatten on—try them. It is an excel-
lent green, cooked. with or wibhout

choose:

| her own use

“sidemeat.” Dry the parsley for
winter dressings. Rhubarb is good all
the year around. Make it into con-
serves, can it without sugar for pies.
By the way, did you ever make carrot
jam? That is good, too.

To the natural-born gardener there
is always the temptation to plant too!
much and too many varieties, Do not
get epring fever at this point.  For
example, if you have a neighbor who
grows ten times too much vhubarb for
d you have something,
such _as ‘horseradish or asparagus,
which she has not, effect an even ex-
change,

The for

well-planned, well-caved

{ garden can be made to meet all the

food expenses of a family. I say this
can be done,! Not ays of course,
but when conditions are right. "Al-
vays it can be made a great source
of comfort by furnishing fresh sea-

nables for the table and preserving
the food-balance which makes for
heaith. By all means get a garden
while the gelting is good! If you
have not done real garden work up

| to  this time, it may look like a heroi¢

undertaking, but. take it from those
who know—it more than repays every
effort, in health, diet, cash.

New Egg Dishes,

Eggs in a nest—Serve one egg to
each slice of tcast, Have the toast
tender, the crusts slightly broken
down—hammer them with the handle-
end of a knife—and the slice well but-
tered, Separate the yolk from the
white, beat the white until stiff,
sprinkle with salt and heap earefully
on the elice of toast, Make a ‘“nest”
in the white with the back of a
tablespoon, drop into this the un-
broken yolk, put on a pan and plece in
a hot oven for two minutes, A bit of
butter and sprinkle of red pepper fin-
ishes the whole.

PRSI S — :
Minard’s Liniment for Burns, eto,

To the man
on the mat the time seemed an etern
ity; his merves were in no fit condi-

But saner judgment to!d|came to take possession, they should| tion for this.

There was a rattle at the door and!
with a wave of relief flooding over
him, Vivian could just discern a white
circular—being pushed
He nearly |
shouted with laughter as he heard thci

(- | postman’s steps die away down the|

th.

It was a small matter in itself, but |

der of the whiskey. He told himself |
that he must pull himself together;
it was not usual for him to be fright-
ened at a shadow. But then Vivian
Renton had never killed a man be-
fore.

It takes a joint of beef to
make a bottle of Bovril

BOVRIL

NEVER
PROFITEERED

Has not changed since 1914

Same Price, Same Quality,
Same Quantity.

Tell Dad

-...Baby’s skin—so soft, so fresh
and so fragrant sfter the bath
with “Baby’s Own Soap”” tells
Dad to use Baby's Own Sosp
himself, Mother

— of cetirse— has

. always uced it,
<

" No skin is g0
tender that i¢

will ot be the

better for a

wash with

Color Card.

be clear, and in the darkness he could | down in his listless hands, his eyes|
o fixed, unseeing, on space. From the| MILLS AT HAMILTON AND TORONTO

I shall pass through this w rld but
once. Any gooil thi therefore, that
I can do or that I
show to any let me do
Let me not defer it nor neg-
I shall 1 33 this way

An hour later th&wgan closed the
door of No. 9 Mortimer Terrace soft-
ly behind him and walked quietly, out
into’ the darkness.

(To be Continued next week.)
- <

any can
it now.
lect it,
again.

Women! Use “Diamond i

Dyes.”

Old Skirts, Dresses, Waists, ' Minard's Liniment Relieves Colds, etc.
Coats, Stockings, Draperies,
Everything.

Each pacgage of “Diamond Dyes”
contains easy directions for dyelng
any article of wool, &ill, cotton, linen,
or mixed goods. Beware! Poor dys
etreaks, spots, fades and 18 I
terial by giving it a ‘dyed-look.” Buy
“Diamond Dyes” only. Druggist has

Dye
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TORONTO SALT WORKS
C. J. CLIFF TORONTO
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No
Cake
Wasted

ives a wonderfully fresh flavor to every kind
of cake, pie and pudding—the last morsel i3
as moist and digestible as the first. It does
lower the cost of baking.
By far the most popular table syrup, for
cooking, baking and candy-making.
THE CANADA STARCH CO., LIMITED, MONTREAL

Crown Brand Syrup

“The Great Sweetener”
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At Your Service

Wherever You Live.

The woman in town, or country, has

the same advantage as her gister in

the city in expert advice from the

best-known firm  of Cleaners and *
Dyers {n Canada.

Parcels from the country sent by mall

or express recelve the same careful

ettention as work dellvered persanally.

Cleaning and Dyeing
Clothing or Household Fabrics.

For years, the name of “Parkecs”™ has
signified perfection in this work of
making old things look like new,
whether personal garments of even
the most fragile material, ar house-
hold curtsins, draperies, rugs, ete.
Write to us for further particulars ore
send your parcels direct to

qrkers
Limited
&Dyers

o
To a Discouraged Man.

You weuld resent it if anybody
shculd intimate that you were not the
author of your own success; that it
‘had been due to outside influence; to
pulls, or to outside capital. You claim
that there is nothing mysteriohs, no
secrot about the success yon have had
up to the pre. ent time; (hat it is due
solely to your own effort, your own
hard work, your own intelligence,
Now; wiat reason have you for think-
ing that a largér success, a success
m.gnified “a thousand times, would
have auy special s ot back of it?

The same you have em-
ployed, if exiended, entuated, in-
tensified all along line, will in-
creas your success (remeadously. Thia
matter lies in your own hands No-
body else can do this work
you omplishe
have done thout any remark-

effort, v any terrible

with Z 50 very much
what could ycu not do if y
culd fling ur ei T

force you co

proce
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the
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) Il there!
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about
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the big

from
myster source; just better
best h day Concentrate a
little more, have more courage, more
nfidencs, intens appli-
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your ea
e - your
cation, your
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ate Thermometers,
X
3 e

en rmey € Id. and

fact that
! the bulb may
Illhzm the intarnal pre:s
| far as possible ha z buen
| before the glass is sealed
On the other hand, the spirit ther-
{ mometer {s sealed with the bulb
jxn\.»ronl In a freezing Mixture, in or-
der to lock up in the:glass as much
| air as possible. The instrument thus
ih“lr(ﬂ with tha internal pressure
which in time appears to be reduced
| elther by expansion of the glass under
| the internal pressure or by leakage.
e
The pearl industry has taken up the
X-ray as a money saver. Oysters are
radiographed without the shells being
opened, and those containing no pearls
are not considered. Those showing
signs of small pearls are put back te
give the jewel a chance to grow up.

the exter
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