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A YEAR OF PROHIBITION

IN A BiG

ILLINGIS TOWN

Marlen E. Pew Tells How It Has Worked in Decatur—Not
Dead Towp —Arrests Have Been Cut in Half——Taxation
and Business Little Affected—Divorces Increase.

DECATUR, Ill, May 15—There ‘s
a deal of “fibbing” going on these
days about whether prohibition is a
good thing for a town. Advocates of
the saloon, drivern by financial ‘mo-
tives, and anti-saloon men, altruistic
but sometimes extreme in their state—
ments and often even fanatical, are
battling in almost every state and
their press bureaus are issuing enough
highly-seasoned propaganda literature
to wad the guns of -history. Their
claims are contradictory.

The situation seems to call for an
impartial statement based wupon ac-
tual conditions as found in a city
which has been dry for at least one
year.

Decatur has 32,000 people and a lititle
of almost every kind of life known to

@ city. It has been dry for a year and
the people have just elected a new |

dry majar, whose instruction is to see
to it that the local option law s rig-
tdly enforced. The town is normally
Republican, but the new mayor is a
Democrat  His Republican adversary
was an avowed wet dnd for that he
fell. This seems to show-that Decatur
likes to be dry.

There are a whole lot of local and
state questions which come in to

statement of conditions in Decatur is

impartially written and may be taken ;
: of the cases brought against hus»ands

to reveal the approximate fact:

This is not a ‘“‘dead town,’
Iy or socially.
ming, every one seems to be busy and

the writer does not remember of hav- |

ing visited a town wherein there are
more pleasant-faced people to the city
block, where the people seems to be
having a better time in wholesome
ways (a well-groomed horse is a popu-
lar luxury) and where so few ragged
people are seen.

This is a “dead town,” socially, if a
, “sporting town” may be called a live'

ene. It is 10 o’clock at night and the
writer is looking from & hotel window
down upon the main business street.
It is deserted. There are no sounds
there is no ribaldry there or in the ho-
_tel. Some 32,000 people are somehere;
I suppose they are at home, many of
them asleep. In an Gpur a few hun-
dred people will leave the theaters.
“Ben Hur” and vaudeville dre the
rival attractions. Ther e are a few
score people attending the moving pic-
ture shows. The morning newspaper
scheduled social, musical or religious
meetings at the various churches for
every night this week. The town is
base ball mad.

1 suppose 300 men are at their clubs.
Those who drink may drink there.
Members keep Dbottles in lockers. In
one club at least, it is possible to take

. a warm bottle from 4 locker and ex-
change it for a cool bottle to be found
in an ice box. This local option works
no “hardship” on tippling c¢lub mem-
bers or people who cgn buy booze in
quanities and drink  from sideboards.
The mail hous:s in Louisville, $St.,
ILouis, Chicago send spirits in, while
beer, shipped in potato or flour barrels,
or unsuspicious boxes, comes in from
nearby wet towns, such as Spring-
fleld, Bloomington and Peoria. The
poor man who cannot afford to bty a
bottle or a case may go without or
take a trolley ride.

The train arriving here on Saturday
nights, 11 o’clock, is callad the ‘“‘booze
special,”” because it brings into the
city from Peoria, packages, boxes or
barrels unmarked and consigaed to 25
to 50 Decatur citizens. These people
meet the special and cart their pack-
ages home for Sunday or week con-
sumption.

There are 32 “soft drink” parlors in
the town, converted saloons, Wwhere
pep, gingar ale and “water wagon
beer” are dispensed. The latter tastes
like the real thing, but ft is said to
contain less than one-half of 1 per cent.
alcohol, the alcohol having be2n evab-
orated at the brewery. The drys object
to this, because it is a malt beverage,
and they have taken their case‘into
court. There have be2n in a year near-
ty 100 arrests for illegal selling, boot-
legging (peddling from a bottle or so-
liciting), blind tiger, or selling in
goft drink parlors. ‘The *hooze sold thus,
Jike some that is imported, is said to
be of poor quality.
mer, drank one two-finger ‘smile”

T Wi
You GanT Steep.

There is many a man and woman tossing
pight after night upon a sleepless bed.
Wheir eyes do not close in the sweet and
pefreshing repose that comes to those whose
heart and nerves are right. Some consti-
tutional disturbance, worry or disease has
so debilitated and irritated the nervous
system, that it cannot be quieted.

Or again, you have, a sinking sensation,

ey

o feeling you are going to dic; or perhaps, |

you wake in your slec{: feeling as though
you were about to choke or smother, and
Test leaves you for the night. If you allow
these conditions to continue for a shor§

riod even, you will begin to feel your

ealth declining. It is the nerves and
heart not acting rightly, and they can only
be set right by the use of Milburn’s Heart
and Nerve Pills. They soon induce health-
ful, refreshing sleep, not by deadening the
nerves, but by restoring them to healthy
action.

Mgs. E. Nutt, St. Mary's, Ont., writes:—
#] can gladl recommend your Milburn’'s
Heart and Nerve Pills as I was greatly
troubled with my nerves. I was so bad I
oould not sleep at night without the lamp
burning, but after taking four boxes of the
pills L me all right again,”

Price, 50 cents per box; 3 boxes fop
$:.25, at all dealers or The X, Milburn Gy
wimited, Toronto, Oat

,families that he has moved

in- |
volve the situation, but the following °

» financial- '
The foctories are run-':

i property listed at $30,200.

Jim Sheets, a far-
in

{ 1007 was $7.27; in 1908, $7.89,

a blind tiger, and in an hour fell dead.
The local newspapers declared that the
“smile’’ did the busin=2ss.

The city is said to have gained pop-
ulation during the year; there are no

_figures. The hzad of the largest trans-

fer company says that for every three
out of
town during the year, he has n oved
seven in, :

In 1908, wet, there were 1943 arrests
on all charges. Of this total 874 “vere
charged with intoxication. During the
dry year there have been 989 urrests,
393 for drunkenness. The vegrants
locked up during the last wet Yyear
numbered 58; there were only 16 ar-
rested during the dry year.

The cost of policing the city, $21,000,
has remained the same, but Decatur-
has a wet mayor and council. The po-
lice obviously were not as busy, during
the last year. It is a fact that the
number of arrests for intoxication has
been slightly increased in the 1eighbor-
ing towns, since Decatur went dry.
There is not a great number of peo-
pie, however, who go out of town to
get full, if railroad men may e be-
lieved.

For some reason, the number of di-
vorces has increased. On the docket
now for the May term of the eircuit
court are 50 cases. For the May term
a year ago there were 98 cases. Iralf

are upon the grounds of intemperance
or allied abuses. Half of the cases
against wives are upon ‘statutory
grounds.”

When local ontion came into nower,
63 saloons, paying $31,500 city license,
were killed, one small local brewery
lost its valuable local trade and 3everal
wholesale houses or liquor agencies
left town. These combined had taxable
This the
town lost.

The wets claimed for a while ‘that
local option made 509 vacant dwellings
and a “large number” of vacant
stores. This has been disproved. A can-
vass of the town showed that on Jan.
95 there were 279 vacant dwellings, as
against 338 in January of the previous
year. Real estate transfers increascd
$181,000 in the first nine ‘wezeks cf the
dry year. And in 1808, 495 new dwell-
ings were built at a cost of $1,131,893.
There were some elaborate dwellings,
but most of the dwellings were mnodest
$1500 homes. Buildings other than
dwellings have been constructed at a
cost of half a million.

The number of pank depositors has
increased, bankers say. However, the
bank statement shows individual de-
posits for the last wet year at $5,204,-
525.98, as against the first dry year's
$5,082,336.12. -L.oans increased. There
has been during the last quarter en
increase in individual deposits of $331,-
485.82. Local or general trade condi-
tions that cannot be enumerated here
may have influenced these figures
somewhat.

The 1908 postal receipts were $111,-
373.69; in 1907, $104,419.48. Last
Christmas showed the biggest postal
receipts in the history of ,the gity.

Merchants view the conditions of
trade variously. The majority of
tradespeople say that they notice no
difference, and the larger department
store people prove that their trade has
not decreased. One department store
man says that his business has im-
proved. A men’s furnishings outfitter
declared that some of his trade had
“gone out of town.” A shoe merchant
reports a loss of 4 per cent,, but con-
siders adverse weather conditions.
«There was increased sale of child-
ren’s shoes,” he says. Druggists have
lost some business. They cannot sell
alcohol in any form, even upon a doc-
tor’s prescription. Physicians now
carry a supply of liquor for medicinal
puarposes, but they are using substi-
tutes wherever possible——strychnine,
for instance—for stimulant.

One small merchant, shoes, com-
plained of business and gave this novel
reason: ‘‘Men are usually more gener-
ous to their families when intoxicated.
A man used to buy his children new
shoes or his wife a new hat when he
got drunk. Now these men can’'t get
drunk and they seem to be holding
onto their money.” .

There are records of many individual
cases of families made more comfort-
able and happy. - One woman, name
known to the writer, said that her
husband is now supporting her for the
first time in vears. He has always
worked, but could never get his pay
envelope by a saloon. “I now get dol-
lars where I used to get pennies,” she
said. “My Jusband rarely goes out
evenings.”

The wets always cry
The Decatur city tax rate for
$2.69, for 1908, $2.66, and for 1999,
The county consolidated tax rate for
and in
1909 is $8.06. The school tax rate, in-
cluded in the consolidated tax, has in-
creased 78 cents in three years .

The writer heard no one complain 5f
increased tax burien except a few sa-
loon men, who seamed insinczre. Coun-
ty Treasurer C. T. Tandy said he
hezrd few complaints on the score of
increase due to prohibition.

Decatur has no tenderloin now. The
police say street women have
town. In the dry year there have been
91 demented persons arrested, against
16 for the last wet year.

“higher taxes.”
1907 was
$972

§2402.
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MRS, DICKIE HONORED

A repetition of the floral cantata at
St. Stephen’s church school room was
a greater success, if possible, than on
the ficst night. At the conclusion the
bachelor buttons presented Mrs. Gor-

BUILDING. COMMITTEE'S
REPORT SATISFACTORY

Annual Repoi‘t of Building

Committee of Seamen's

Institute

v

The Seaman’s Institute is advancing
in leaps and bounds. The report of F.
W. Daniel,. chairman, has been sent
in, which is very satisfactory. It
is as follows:

8. John, N.B., May 12, 1908.

In submitting a report from the
building committee a great deal of sat-
isfaction may be expressed for the
wonderful progress in the affairs of
the Seamen’s Institute during the past
year. When we look to the fact that
it is only a year ago since ground was
broken for this splendid building, we
almost wonder where the means have
come from which has made it possible
to proceed with the work, so that the

left |

building was ready for the occupation
| of the soicety during the past winter,
| and now a comparatively small outiay
will complete the finishing of the upper
rooms. The whole expenditure on the
building and lot up to date in round
figures, and including the land, is $13,-
037.00; deducting from this amount
$4,000 on the mortgage, we have the
large sum of $9,037 actual cash gener-
ously supplied by the citizens of Saint
John and from other sources for this
work. The contracts now entered upon
to complete the plastering and wood-
work of the upper rooms amount to
$2,300; Dbesides these contracts, how-
ever,. we will eventually need about
$700 for sundry painting, sheathing,
cornice, ete. This brings out total re-
quirements up to -$3,000, against which
there is about $%00 cash on tiand, so
that $2,100 will yet have to be Yraised.
We hope to get this amgunt in during
| the coming year, and then our Saint
| John’s Seamen’s Institute will be one
| of the hest on the continent.

Your ' committee in making this re-
port also wish to express their satis-
faction with the work and attention of
details given by the architect, G. Ern-
est Fairweather.

Respectfully submitted,
F. W. DANIEL,

Chairman of the Building Commitice.

-
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New Goods at LessT!

MONDAY, TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY

This Great Offering Consists of

Lustres, Serges, Cashi
Poplins and Self- triped Suitings

Fancy Tweeds,

summer wear.

and cream; Self-Striped Lustres,
and white check and plain; Cloth Suit-
ings suitable for ladies and children’s

Sc. Yard

red, brown, navy, grey

black

All-Wool

colors;

47c.Yard

Self-Striped  Satin  Cloth Suiting, all
French
Silk Finish Poplin, 54 inch Black Pan-
ama, Na.vy"Serge, etc.

Venetian.

Don’t Miss This Great
Money-Saving Chance

Remember, Sale is for
THREE DAYS ONLY

CINCINNATI, O., May 15—Eleven
Cincinnatl girls have formed a Sun-
shine club. Nothing startling in that,
you say?

But listen—all of these girls are at
least 80 years old.

Widows’ and Old Men's Home. The
passage of time has brought sorrow
and privation to them. Cheeks that

ELEVEN GIRLS. 80 YEARS YOUNG, IN CL
SPREAD SUNSHINE AS SHADES OF LIFE GATHER

MRS. SARAH GOTT, " 89.

MRS.

once bloomed with the roses of youth
now are wrinkled and wan. The tired
old eyes gleam pathetically beneath the
silvered hair, the feet falter,

| hands tremble, the forms are weak and

They are inmates of the Cincinnati ;

drawn, but“the age-worn bodies bear
hearts that will ever be young.

In the sunset of their lives, these
11 girls—they’re girls in heart and spir-

. it of not in years—would gladden the

i

remaining days of their exisetnce.

UB TO

MARGARET DINSDALE, 83.

i
|

the |

|
|
|
i

They plan to spread joy among them-
selves—to live again the happy, care-
free day of the gi\rlhood which has
passed in a girlhood that has come
anew.

Mré. Sarah Gott, who will be 90 the
last of this month and whose geing to
have a big birthday party to celebrate
jt, is president of this unique girls’
sunshine club. Mrs. Margaret Dinsdales,
33, is secretary.

Both Cleans
and Sterilizes

A better cleanser
thansoap—harmless
alike to fabrics and
bhands.

Soap Powder is a
germicide as well as a
supertor washing come
ound. verythin
y&'ashcd with ASEPT!
isthoroughly sterilized—
every disease germ
annihilated. Use
ASEPTO foreverything
that requires a laundry
soap—and get better
results, ive your
grocer sc. for a package.

Manufactured by
The Asepto Mfg. Co.
St, John, N.B.

don Dickie w'th a bouquet of red and |

white roses.
Mrs. Dickie, who orzanized ~the can-
tata, deserves the very highest praise

for her artistic and peautifully carried

out conception.

125TH AKNIVERSARY OF
ST, ANDREW'S CHURGCH

mmr——

St. Andrew’s Church will on Sunday
observe its 125th anniversary and a
splended programme has been drawn
up.

The services tomorrow will be at 11
a. m. and 7 p.m., and will be conducted
by the Rev. Dr. Johnson, a leading
divine of Montreal. At 4 p.m."a mass
meeting will be held for men, when Dr.
Johnson will deliver an address. Brief
addresses will also be given by Rev,
W. P. Stackhouse and R. "W. Allen in
the interests of the Laymen’s Mission-
ary Movement. At all the gervices spe-
cial music will be rendered.

It is contemplated to continue
observation of the anniversary for
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
rPhursday. Sepcial music will be ren-
dered each day at 3.30 and 745, | The
public are extended a cordial invita-
tion to attend the services.

the
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CAPITALISTS PROTESTING

FVE BAEAS
0 ONE WEHT

s s e

BRANTFORD, May 14.—The police

' made an important capture at 2.30 this

morning. when a French-Canadian giv-
ing the assumed name of Joseph Smith
arrested ‘for burglary. There
two burglaries Tuesday
night and five last night, all of which
are attributed to the Last

was

were here

prisoner.

night reports of burglaries started to‘

come in about 11 o’clock, and from
these the police were able to trace the
movements of the man, a half dozen
policeman being assigned to the task.

' At last he was seen entering a house

AGAINST BRITISH BUDGET |

et

| siderable

1L,LONDON, May 14—Nearly forty Lon- !

don bankers and merchants, includinz
the Rothchilds, the Barings, Brown,
Shipley and Company, and J. &
gan and Company have signed a joint
letter to - Premier Asquith protesting
against the budget as placing exces-
sive burdens ¢n capital and therefore
tending to diseourage enterprise.

Mor- !

| pleaded guilty to all and

on Lawrence street. Constable Borth-
wick went in after him, grabbing the
marauder in his bare feet while he was
getting through a rear window.

A struggle ensucd in which the offi-
cer was draged through the window.
Smith got loose, and running through
the house leaped through a large win-
dow at the front doing himself con-
injury by glass. The man,
who is a profes onal burglar, had $65
on him and stated that he came from
Montreal bhut for some time had been
in Hamilton.

At the police court this morning
Smith was charged with eight burg-
laries, five last night, one Wednesday
night and two Tuesday night. He
said he bad
been in town only threc days.

CAHADIAH WATCH 006
GATCHES FRERCHHAN

e

Fishing Schooner Committed the Offence
Last Year.

o

NORTH SYDNEY, N. S.-May 14—
The revenue cutter Gladiator, Capt.
Gordon, effected the seizure of the
French fishing schooner, Dictator, this
morning, for violation of customs regu-
lations committed last year. Capt.
Gordon saw the Dictator coming out
of St. Anns one day last summer.
Upon being interrogated the master of
the Dictator said he had entered at
St. Anns, but it was afterwards dis-
covered that he had not done so. Capt.
Gordon had been on the watch for the
French schooner ever since, but is w

only this morning that he succeeded in i

finding her. The seized vessel is laid
up here with a watchman on board
and the matter reported to Ottawa.
The Newfoundland fishing schooner
Cora, Capt. Lee, arrived in port last
evening and reported the loss of two of
her crew, Theodore Doswnie and George
Osmond, both of Grand Banks off Sea-
tarie on Monday. +The men left the
schooner to take in trawls and shortly
after dense fog came on. After search-
ing for some time, the men were un-
able to locate the trawls and started
to return to the schooner, which also
they were unable to locate. They then
set out for Seatrie but encountering
the ice they were unable to make any
headway, and were forced to remain
in their dory until noon, the next day,
when they were picked up by the
French fishing schooner Dictator,
which brought them to this port this
morning. The,;Cora remained off Sea-

trie for two dalys in the hope of finding !

the men, when Capt. Lee decided to re-
turn to North Sydney.

e ——————————)

MURDERED GIRL'S FORMER
FRIEND HAS DISAPPEARED

e e

PROVIDENCE; R. I, May 14.—Upon
their return from the home of Doug-
lass, shortly before midnight, the police

REV. 6. A, LECK DEAD.

e e

LONDONDERRY, N. S, May 14—
Rev. G. A. Leck, Presbyterian minis-
ter at Economy, died very suddenly
last evening, apparently from heart
failure, resulting from an attack of la
grippe. He leaves a widow and a large
family. Mrs. Leck was the daughter of
the late Deputy Marshal McDonald, ‘of
Ialifax. Rev. Mr. Leck was a native
of Middle Musquodoboit. For several
years he was in charge of the congre-
gation at LeHave, where his work was
very successful. Then for two ycars
he was at Dalhousie, N. B, and for
. the past five years he was minister at

Economy.

-

|
|

A GUARANTEE OF SAFETY

as |

Most of the ‘‘soothing’ syrups and
powders advertised to cure the ills of
babies and youn'g children contain
poisonous opiates, and an overdose
may kill the child. Baby’'s Own Tab-
lets are sold under the guarantee of a
government analyst that they contain
no opiate or harmful drug. They can
be given with absolute safety to a new
bern child. They cure all those minor
ailments originating in disordere.
«tomach or bowels. Mrs. F. Young,
River Hebert, N. 8., says: “I have
used Baby's Own Tablets for consti-
pation and stomach troubles and when
my baby was teething, and have found
them the best medicine I know Of for
these troubles.” Sold by medicine
dealers or by mail at 25 cents a box
from The Dr. Williams’® Medicine €04
Brockyville, Ont.

inspectors said that the dead girl's
family had admitted for the first time
that she was acquainted with an Au-
i burn man who has disappeared, and
who has been the object of search by
the police for several days. Heretofore
the family had asserted that Aiss
Regester did not know this missing
!man, but tonight they said they had
| ascertained that she had sung with
%him at musical enfertainments on
i various occasions during the past win-
i ter. As a result-ef the interview with
Douglass, the police will prosecute the
. search for the Auburn man with re-
newed vigor.

s
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Wherever m

en gather you

will find but one opinion

about the money’s

worth every man is

sure to get when he buys a hat
trademarked thus:

Style authorities de-
sign them; experts
make them; smart
dressersapprove them.
They are worth their
price —and more.
Find the store that
sells this brand and -
Le really well hatted.

A. A. ALLAN & CO., Limited, TORONTO
Wholecsale Distributors for Canada




