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The Member for Okanagan, the Man who has put up a strenuous fight for 
the Midway and Vernon Road.

and the excessive taxation imposed by it necessary to float a loan of $1,000,000
thif. srovernment- to meet a deficit which the late

The minister of finance when in op­
position had made a strong plea in 
favor of collecting taxes from the E.
& N, But there was nothing said tions the most disastrous to the prov­
enant the C. P. R. being taxed. l»ce of any ever floated in the Domin-

Mr. Henderson took up the question *on- The government defended this on 
of the loan floated by the government the ground that President Walker of 
for which tenders were not asked. It the Bank of Commerce said that this 
was handed over to the committee the was the only way open. Mr. Walker

had taken a very dismal view.
Up to June last the minister was

gov­
ernment would have kept to $324,000. 

The loan was floated under condi-

governmcnt selected.
If there had been the proper tax­

ation of these railways all this ex- able to show' $268,000 of a surplus. Of 
cesslve taxation would have been this $225,000 Was due to the Chinese Im- 
found unnecessary. migration Act received from the Dom­

inion government. There was a sur­
plus, therefore, of about $45,000.

The government to get that surplus 
had to show' the following Items: A 
surplus of $140,000 from the previous 
government, $400,000 of additional tax­
ation, $1,000,000 loan, and $460,000 from 
the Chinese Immigration Act, making 
a total of $2,000,000.

Mr. Wells said that when he took 
office he had given special attention 
to the timber legislation. When he 
assumed office any one could cut after 
driving in a stake under a timber 
license to the extent of 1,000 acres. He 
had made provision that the licenses 
should be confined to 640 acres survey­
ed in a rectangular form on the pay­
ment of $100. Licenses were also pro­
mised for to extend over two square 
miles.

W, Hanson.
W. Hanson denied that this govern­

ment had legislated in favor of the 
large corporations. It was an easy 
matter to criticise taxation. The gov­
ernment. however, had done a neces­
sary work and faced this question. The 
taxation of railway companies had 
been increased from $18 to $90.

The School Act was right in prin­
ciple. It was only right that the -rural 
school districits should bear a part in 
the support of the schools.

The speech of Mr. Oliver had remind­
ed him of the Alberni election again as 
the speech delivered in the House was 
identical with the speeches delivered 
in that election campaign.

He was surprised to hear the opposi­
tion give so much attention to the rail­
way question in view' of the policy pur­
sued by the Liberal party at Ottawa 
in connection with the Grand Trunk 
Pacific. It might be well to postpone 
anything in the way of railway legis­
lation in British Columbia until work 
was begun ob that line, which had 
been so positively promised by the 
Liberal party.

The present government had 
come in and extended the areas of the 
lands to be taken up under this sys­
tem to such an extent that it really 
passed out of control and lent itself to 
ail kinds of speculation.

He referred to an instance in which 
the present government had lost $50,- 
000 for 20 square miles of timber
licensee. The area for which this 
offered had been sought for $80,000 
three months later, 
province was due to the lack of 
petition being afforded and the pass­
ing of the control of the- timber lands 
out of the hands of the government.

Mr. Wells said that If the system of 
special licenses were done away with 
and the timber resources put In his 
hands to be disposed of, he Would ob­
tain $100.000,000 for it.

He knew w'hat the minister of fin- 
i ance would say about this criticism, government to this administration. It j „6 .voUld say "what are‘you“g to 

was said that figures dlo nt>t lie, but do about it. *

Was
W. C. Wells.

W. C. Wells said that the Conserva­
tive party In the House supported by 
the member for Nanaimo were never 
prepared to debate questions of im­
portance to the country. The minister 
of finance never failed to take shelter 
behind former administrations to 
bolster up the stand he took. He took 
exception to the remarks of the min­
ister that $800.000 of a legacy of debts 
had been handed down by the previous

The loss to the
com-

(Laugh Ur.) The

«. «► £ 

■Süe»- pended on how they were handled and
whti handled them. 1 ■ : ■ V"

The present government after as­
suming power had brought down sup­
plementary estimates amounting In all 
to $525,000.

Mr. Wells went Into the items which 
the government of which' he was a 
member could be held responsible for 
and showed that On a libéral allowance 
$90,000 was chargeable to that govern­
ment. The remainder of the stipple- 
mentaries, $234,645, could tie charged to 
the present government.
$2,559,494 actual expenditure. Deduct­
ing the supplcmentafiés for w'hich the 
present government was responsible 
the late government would have had 
$2,324,848 of an expenditure.

Taking up- the revenues for the year 
ending June, 1904, Mr. Wells showed 
that the year previous $399,000 was col­
lected for taxation, including real, per­
sonal, wild land and income. It was 
fair to think that this would have 
been increased by perhaps $50,000 the 
following year. The present govern­
ment under Its new act collected $647,- 
748. Taking the amount of the year 
previous as that which would have 
been collected under the old act there 
was $400,000 for which the present gov­
ernment was not responsible. This 
left $247,768 due to the present govern­
ment under the head of taxes collected.

The net revenue for the year ending 
June., 1904, was $2,719,440. The increase 
which was to be credited to the present 
government was as stated $247,768. The 
revenue which could have been reason­
ably expected to have come to the old 
government would have been, there­
fore, this amount less making $2,471,- 
672. The late government, as before 
shown, would have had $2,324,848 of an 
expenditure, which would have given 
a surplus of $146,823.

But the late government had provid­
ed for the expenditure of $470,743 on the 
New Westminster bridge. He did not 
propose to charge up against this ad­
ditional expenditures the present gov­
ernment had made on this work, and 
which were not called for. Deducting 
the surplus of $146,823 from this sum 
the late government would have had 
a deficit of $323,919.

The present government had found

Stuart Henderson.
Stuart Henderson said that there was 

about -the publiéa wonderful semen 
recounts from year to year. Succeed" 
ing finance 
mente all seemed to fall under the oon- 
tiol of the clerks of the office. He wa»- 
sorry to see that the present finance 
minister had become nothing but chief 
clerk in his office and had not initiat­
ed any change.

He thought that if the finance min-' 
ister would lend His assistance to the 
founding of a bank for the province 
it would be a benefit. He was Inform­
ed that $12,000,000 from the province 
went to the Northwest for investments. 
Seattle stood still, until a bank was es­
tablished. If a -bank, were established 
in the province it would tend to In­
duce investments here*

ministers of govern-

There was

What had this government done for 
railway construction ? At the first 
session a policy was promised. Yet 
nothing came. Last session a railway 
policy was promised. None was intro­
duced. During recess members of the 
government crossed the continent 
promising a railway policy. Last year 
the government had proposed to bring 
in a bill to give the same railway com­
pany as was getting aid this year the 
sum of $1,500,000 for a line of railway 
which was now being built without 
aid. This grant was only prevented by 
some members on the other side re­
fusing to allow It.

"The bill was not introduced," said 
W. J. Bowser.

"For the good reason that if it had 
the government would have gone 
dtwnv" replied Mr. Henderson.

The minister of finance asked for 
proof of this statement.

Mr. Henderson said that if a com­
mittee were appointed he would soon 
prove it.

| Mr. Henderson then took up the 
question of Mr. Heinze being allowed 
to hold lands without any taxes be­
ing collected. He was informed that 
there were on the lands $1,000,000 worth 
of timber. There was the 3,200,000 acres 
of land held by the C. P. R., which If 
taxed would have given to the govern­
ment the money which would have 
rendered unnecessary the School Act

was coming when the Liberal party 
would have an opportunity to show 
what they were going to do with tt.

The demand of the people of the 
Northwest for ihe timber of the. prov­
ince had been responsible fbr the in­
creased prosperity of the timber in­
dustry. The prosperity was due to the 
immigration policy of the Dominion 
government. Since the Liberal party 
had come into power at Ottawa -the 
country had gone forward by leaps and 
bounds. The coming into power of the 
Liberal party in the province would 
be attended by the same results.

W. R. Ross.
W. R. Ross referring to the Fernle 

election said he was satisfied, ana As­
sured the House there was nothing 
wrong.

The associated boards of trade In the 
upper country had at ohé time been 
respected by him. He was sorry that 
this body had gone out of its way to 
indulge in party politics. The School 
Act had been taken up at the last 
meeting of that body. It was not sur­
prising that the associated board of 
trade should take objection to the pre­
sent government of the province. 
(“Hear, hear,” from the opposition.)

Mr. -toss said that the president of 
that associated board of trade was a 
paid agent of the Dominion govern- 

Smith Curtis also took an 
active part in its deliberations. Mr, 
Curtis had aspired to be leader of the 
opposition.

On the bill for an eight hour day in 
smelters the leader of the opposition 
was something of a fakir. He- had re­
tired from the House last year, when 
the vote was taken on the excuse that 
he was the solicitor of the Granby 
smelter. This year the leader of the 
opposition had not taken advantage of 
this.

He said that he was glad to see that 
a university bill had been introduced. 
He had two years ago introduced a 
resolution along that line, and was 
glad that the House had come to his 
way of thinking.

ment.

Minister’s Reply.
Hon. R. G. Tatlow did not wish it in­

ferred that he had misrepresented the 
situation as might be conveyed by Mr. 
Well’s speech. He repeated the figures 
he had referred to, and held that they 
were correct.

Mr. Wells said that he did not sAy 
that the minister of finance had mis­
led the House Intentionally.

Hon. F. J. Fulton.
Hon. F. J. Fulton said that he wish­

ed to correct some statements of the 
member for Delta. That gentleman he 
said reminded him of an organ. He 
had his confidential stop, his impres­
sive stop, his sarcastic stop and an­
other, which was always on, his galley 
stop.

Hon. Mr. Fulton took up the question 
of Mr. Oliver with respect to the lat­
ter’s statement that one mill on the 
dollar oh the real, personal and Income 
taxation would more than meet the in­
creased demand for school purposes. 
This, the minister said, was correct, 
but he pointed out that there was a 
difficulty to be met with later when 
other increases were wanted, 
argued that while the school expendi­
ture had increased, the taxation had 
not advanced at the same rate. The 
increase he advocated therefore would 
never, have met the needs for schools. 

In Committee.

He

S,-

The motion to go into committee of 
supply carried, and with C. W. D. Clif­
ford in the chair, the estimates were 
gone into.

On the item of $6,500 for assessors for 
the province. S. Henderson asked for 
an explanation.

The minister of finance said it was 
the intention to carry out the present 
scheme begun. The whole province 
would be divided Into districts, and 
from time to time these assessors 
would meet as a board of equalization.

On the item for Seton lake - hatchery, 
Mr. Oliver took exception. He said 
that he was informed that there would 
be but a small number of fry propor­
tionally. He took exception to the 
commissioner, who was an alien and 
who has done much to Injure the in­
dustry as far as his district was con­
cerned. This commissioner had done 
all he could to aid the American In­
dustry at the expense of the Canadian.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said that Mr. Bab­
cock had come here under contract' 
with a former government. He did not 
wish to change his nationality. Hon. 
Mr. Tatlow said he sympathized with 
him $n this, and did not think that 
Mr. Babcock should be asked to do so.

J. N. Evana called attention to the 
fact that there had been an agitation 
against alien engineers in connection 
with the Grand Trunk Pacific. Why 
should aliens be employed by this gov­
ernment?

Premier McBride said that the late 
minister, Hon. R, Prefootaine, had 

| sought to take Mr, Babcock over by 
i the Dominion government. Mr. Bab- 
; cock’s work had been excellent. His 
j views had been borne out by the adep- 
! tion of Mr. Babcock’s plans ÿt the Do- 
j minion hatcheries. The danger to the 

Fraser river fisheries was due to the 
traps on Vancouver Island, which the 
government at Ottawa had sanctioned.

The premier added that thert -was at 
the present time in view an arrange­
ment looking to the Dominion govern­
ment taking over the province’s in­
terests without prejudice to the pro­
vince.

I

Mr. Oliver corrected the premier by 
stating that trap fishing at Boundary 
bay had been initiated by the late Con­
servative government.

The item passed in spite of Mr. Oli­
ver’s objection.

The committee rose and-reported pro­
gress at 6 o’clock.

Upon resuming this evening the 
House continued the consideration in 
committee of the estimates.

On the vote of $60,000 for a court
house for Vancouver, Mi-. Henderson 
said that he had no objection to Van­
couver getting a court house, 
would like to know if any arrangement 
had been come to with the city coun­
cil by vyhlch the city hall and the court 
house would be in one building. This 
had been done in Toronto, and a cred­
itable building put up.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said this had never 
been thought of. It WAS hoped that 
there would be about $200,000 or $250,- 
000 derived from the sale of the old

He

site.
Mr. Murphy objected to the small 

vote of $10,000 for Cariboo. Richmond 
got $20,000. Cariboo paid about 10 times 

I as much as Richmond, and had six I 
: times as much territory. There was 
; t* miles of sleigh road to be built.
1 This count not be don*. - that was

..got back from the government f0
Cariboo was in the way of roads. The/ 
was nothing got for schools. *

Hon. R. F. Green said that 
got as good attention 

"The people do not 
so,” replied Mr. Murphy.

C. Munro, on the vote of $4 nnr. , 
his district, said he was glad to’ser fE 
Increase and hoped the governm 
would still further increase it. in , 
year's appropriation there ast
of every $3 spent expended 
superintendents.

Biles from Blaine to j 
•jt having pointed out! 
ests along the present] 
f, the Great Northern j 
1 the necessary assurai

Cariboo
Parts.

think
as other 
seem to

lint.
Mr. Oliver, while not o 

second reading, said that 
fo alt intents and purpos 
one, private interests belni 
the proposal. The compn 
practically to abandon the 
ern and build a new road 
tion therefor, 
other industries were Idea 
line had proposed to be 
and they might suffer. He 
to get into communication 
interests, and there oqghtj 
visions protecting the parti 
ed. He would look,to thé 
fully protect these people, j 

The bill passed its seconl

was si out
°n road

Certain sIn the absence of Dr. King v 
Brown said that he had been ’ ‘ '
the member for Cranbrook to 
the hope that the appropriation 
YW, which had not been 
should be. spent.

Mr. Browm, on an appropriation -<v 
$3,500 for Greenwood, pointed out th-! 
Slmllkameen and Grand Forks, along 
side his constituency, had been deal' 
with more leniently, Mr. Brown ai„ 
expressed a hope that somethin- 
should ■be done to put the grounds nr 
the court house in repair.

P. Williams thought that 
isting conditions Newcastle 
getting a proper appropriation.
Other districts had been increased 
cépf htsi ’ In Newcastle district 
were numbers' of people who could 
get out of these places under the pr, 
ent condition of the roads. In one 
stance a man who bought a horse v.i, 
had to take it to pieces and take 
by sections. The vote was inadequ- 
He wished to know it there was 
of Increasing this.

Hon. Mr. Green said that if N 
cast)e was not dealt with properl;, 
Would see If something could 
done to provide further for it. 
would go through Newcastle.

Mr. Murphy asked Hon. Mr. Gre-i - 
he intended to go through Cariboo.

Hon. Mr. Green said he Intended ; , 
do this.

On the vote of $20,000 for Richmond, 
objection was raised.

Hon. Mr. Green said that th" 
district was a large one and tribut;:, 
to a large city. It was necessary to 
expend a large sum there.

Mr. Oliver suggested that this ■< 
necessary to put the electors in pi , -, 
humor for the coming election.

Mr. Murphy wanted to know if t. • 
government had under consideration a 
ferry across the Fraser river at Quo-,, 
nelle.

asked by 
express 
of last 

expended.

1 Lifeboat Associât] 
The provincial secretary 

second reading of the bill 
ing the Lifeboat Asaoclati] 
Columbia. It was Incorp.oj 
lines of the S. P. C. A. T] 
the association he felt 
commend themselves to a 

JjrUW, .of recent accidents o] 
/-/The second reading passa 

New Bill. 1

undet
was

"X-

All f.
ex-

th": »

Mr. Brown moved to a 
rules to introduce a liquor 
tratlon bill, This was dé 
bill read a first time.

The House then rose.
Notices of Motl 
Houston on Thu 

a select commute 
ned by the House, 

to iqulre Into means bj] 
Columbia A Western Rail] 
Act passed its second read 

Mr. Oliver to move, upol 
tion of the report on the 
-An act to amend the ] 
Western Railway Subsidy 
the following amendments 

That the bill be amende] 
out the words “in respect! 
tions one and three,” whe] 
in the sixth and seventh 1 
tion 2. and to Insert a na 
follows:

“Section 8 of chap. 8, sta 
is hereby amended by str| 
last four words of the sed 
setting the following wd 
thereof, "seventh day of | 

To add as a new section] 
"This act shall not con 

until the security of fin 
dollars provided for by I 
Chapter S, statutes of IS 
paid into the provincial | 
liquidated and ascertained 
provided by said section I

no v

B
nrv be

ri 1 -

The chief commissioner said 
was under consideration, the engin-- 
deciding now upon what was the bc?r 
kind of ferry to provide.

On the approplration of $1,250 for th- 
Fruit Grower»’ Association, H. r. 
Tanner said that this did not 
to be a very "optimistic appropria­
tion.” He thought that great good 
coultH.be done In the way or encourag­
ing exhibitions of fruit.

Hôh". K: G. Tatlow explained that 
$500 additional was allowed for the 
Horticultural Society.

On the vote for superannuation. M 
Evans moved to strike out the item. 
He pointed out that there was not a 
fair distribution of the allowance. Mr. 
Gore received proportionally more than 
others who had been superannuated. 
The premier had promised a civil 
vice bill, and now was the time foi 
him to make good his promise.

Mr. Williams said he had 
against the superannuation, but h- 
could not agree with Mr. Evans. He 
thought a man who received a am a 
salary, during his service should get 2 
larger allowance when pensioned. He 
intended to move in favor of giving 
pensions to every old person in the 
province who had passed the stage 
when hé could work.

Mr. Brown did not feel like voting 
for th^ motion to strike out the whole

•hi*

appei,v

Victoria, Mart 
The majority report In 1 

and investigation repr, 
views of the three Conse 
bers of the committee, 01 
dorsed by them, was bra 
the House this afternoon 
has not been adopted ye 
arising as to what shoul 
connection with the min 
The Conservative mem 
committee refused to ad 
practice of allowing the 
port to be brought in. 
question that this action 
ed from outside the comrr 
is reason to believe that 1 
bers> of the committee i 
own ifichriatten the mit 
would not have been 
government fearing the pj 
the Kalen Island questl 
Macdonald and T. 1 
insisted upon having the 
back. Everything is belli 
House by the premier and 
to keep this back.

The majority reports J 
House sets forth that « 
meetings of the commit 
that all those asked to a 
beared wih the except!
1-Arsen and F. W. Mo 
forth that the la nds on I 
were obtained by the q 
PAny. P. Larsen, throuJ 
of J. Anderson, had att] 
tain the land in order t] 
to the G. T. P. The gc 
refused to act with inter] 
had insisted that they ] 
with the G, T. P. The ] 
obtained in consequence] 
bany. The report says l] 
Land Act section 39 amp] 
given for the dispositioi 
in this way. It would al 
government had receive] 
that P. Larsen had bees 
for expenses in connect)! 
the railway company.

The motive of Mr. lJ 
forth as having been t| 
lands for the 
wealthy man and wishii 
friendly relations with t 

It is further set out.tl 
that Larsen and Anders 
ed into an option to ob 
company the sum of $40, 
mius was located at ] 
This option was cancell 
by Mr. Larsen. In Marci 
was made with Mr. And 
sum of $10,000.

After entering into the 
transaction the report at 
found that the island wi 
the reserve placed on th 
north. It further states 
Another reserve was p 
lands. The application 
for lands urtder. South A] 
declared to have been d 
ed. Other applications f 
on the island are likewis 
been properly refused.

The negotiations by l| 
dçrson are declared in 
have been for the railw] 

The report also condoq 
observed by the govern 
transaction holding that 
aary. and was not gred 
warranted.

The transaction is st] 
been for the benefit of ] 

The selection of Port a 
terminus would have gi| 
tage to the province, a] 
able water front had ba 

Kaien Island lands ara 
3s land, and thereto] 

than one dollar aid 
ted value would be J 
railway company rd 
'nus.
' report in concludia 
’ to the decision a 

( 4 to show that all
s of the governmeni 

>eward in consequence d 
to Kaien Island ol 

A ith the transaction.
"1th reference to the r 

the Maiqiand, acquired j

a kick

superannuation allowance, 
thought best to reduce the amount of 
any particular case It would be better 
to bring that, in,

Mr." Evans Withdrew

If it wa«

his motion
therefore,. and proposed to reduce tli- 
allowance to Mr. Mr. Gore and D, Rib- 
son to One-third his salary at retiring. 

Thé motion was lost.
The estimates were all put through 

and the committee rose and reported 
them to the House.

Land Act Amendment.
T. W. Paterson moved, on the motion 

for the third reading of the bill to 
amend the Land Act, that the orde 
for the third reading be discharge i 
and the bill recommitted, with instruc­
tions to consider the motion “That sc 
tion 16 of said bill be struck out.”

He said that this was intended to do 
away with the proposal to restrict -o 
hand logger In the way of what h» 
should use fn handling his timber. It 
was wrong to say that a man should 
be fined for using any machinery he 
Saw fit. ’ The hand loggers were a de­
serving class. If he could get a don­
key engine he should be allowed to 
better his conditions. It was wrong 
to/say that a man should have to "go 
bqck 25 years in his systems of hand- 

the timber. For the credit or 
British Columbia every member shoul, 
vote, for this. He hoped to command 
a majority oh this motion.

Hoh. Mr. Green said that Mr. Pater­
son had fought this particular section 
of the bill ever since It came into the 
House. It had been defeated so far. 
This was not to aid the laboring ma: 
The men who went logging with a do: 
key engine were not the poor laboring 
men. They were the men who couh 
pay the same rates as others.

The motion was defeated, the Social­
ists voting against the proposal to ,in­
justice to hand loggers.

Third Reading.
The bill to amend the Health A 

passed Its third reading.
The bill respecting the use and 

manufacture of lumber also received 
its third reading.

Tho Victoria Terminal.
On the second reading of the Victor 

Terminal Railway Bill the premier ex­
plained that It was designed to per­
mit the avoidance of a bad piece or 
country and to permit the building or

company,

11
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the company rates upon all the timber 
cut upon the land. The coal and petro­
leum also was to revert to the railway 
company upon compensation accord­
ing to the. deed granted the pre-emp- 
tor by the company. The contract was 
drawn up In fact at titter variance to 
the land laws so as to protect the com­
pany and he thought the company had 
rendered Itself liable to taxation. The 
company hajd alienated about 342,548 
acres, 290,000 of this was taxable and 
50,000 had gone tq the Dominion gov­
ernment. There remained about 8,300,- 
000 acres of land to the C. F. R., which 
should, he thought, be taxable. It was 
fair to Place this, land at a valuation 
of $1 an acre, although the taxes on 
all this was being lost. At the rate of 
taxation in force, $300,000 of taxes 
should be derived in addition to that 
due by Helnze for the lands he held.

The present government has not car­
ried out its pledges given before elec­
tion. One of the planks of the Con­
servative platform was to set aside 
coal reserves, 
done along this line.

The government was also pledged to 
control of telephones. Yet nothing had 
been done except by Price Ellison in 
that direction and It would be inter­
esting to watch the support Mr. Elli­
son got from the government side.

The government had been derelict in 
collecting the taxes from the C. P. R. 
and thus affording an excellent in­
crease in the revenue.

J. N. Evans.
J. N. Evans did not think the pros- 

1 erity of the province was due to the 
way in which the government had ad­
ministered affairs, 
even after the rough edges had been 
rubbed off inf the House was Ineffec­
tive. Yet in view of this an amending 
act was necessary and it was difficult, 
he thought, even by this to get the act 
in shape. In spite of this the minis­
ter of finance showed that only $13,000 
was saved in half a year.

The government had promised a civil 
service bill. Yet nothing had been 
brought down. The civil servants in 
some cases had been increased, but the 
school teachers’ salaries were reduced 
as a consequence of this school act. It 
was unfair the way the school teach­
ers had been discriminated against by 
this government. The government 
could have provided that the salaries 
of teachers were to remain as they 
were. If the government wished to re­
duce the expenditure for salaries why 
not begin with the salaries of minis­
ters or better still the agent-general. 
He pointed out that while some dep­
uty-minister received $200 the deputy 
minister of agriculture got only $126. 
He took exception to the discrepancy 
in the salaries of some of the em­
ployees, some receiving large salaries 
and others not a living rate.

The government had talked a great 
deal about repudiation in connection 
with the Columbia and Western. Yet 
in his part of the province there was a 
case of more repudiation in which the 
main trunk road which had been kept 
up for years was dropped off from aid.

Mr. Evans took exception to the chief 
engineer of the works department who 
had prepared estimates for schools 
which were altogether too high. He 
called attention to the fact that this 
engineer had called for tenders for a" 
bridge across a river at a time when 
the water was the highest. He further 
took exception to the waste which re­
sulted from the way in which the work 
on roads was carried out.

He pointed out that in connection 
with the superannuation there was no 
fixed rule. There were men' who re­
ceived small superannuation allow­
ances which were not in keeping with 
the rate paid Mr. Gore and some of the 
later superannuates.

He took exception to the treatment 
dealt, out to S. B. Netherby, who had 
given up his position in the city schools 
of Victoria to take the position of in­
spector. The government had cut off 
his head as inspector, retaining junior 
men.

There should, he thought, be a set- 
t’ed system of superannuation. When 
the time came he would put the mem­
bers of the House on record on this 
question.

From the agent-general in London 
he did not believe the province was 
getting returns. Although Mr. Turner 
was an old friend of his he jlid not be­
lieve that he was entitled to the re­
muneration he received. In addition 
to a large salary the province paid his 
cab fare and his income tax.

The government had now brought 
down its railway legislation in favor of 
the C. P. R.—this Columbia and West­
ern bill. The Dewdney Dlslncorpora- 

I tion act was the worst act ever intro­
duced into the legislature. It was an 
act which put a premium upon muni­
cipalities refusing to pay their taxes. 
Why should other parts of the prov­
ince pay the taxes which the people of 
Dewdney did not pay ?

Mr. Evans then took exception to the 
treatment dealt out in connection with 
his amendment to the Municipal Claus­
es’ Act. by which he sought to aVow 
for the levying of a rate for the pro­
tection of property.

J. Murphy.

Revised Statutes passed its second 
reading on motion of Hon. R. G. Tat- 
lcw.

nearly always for 320 acres. This 
amendment shotild provide tor that 
amount.

J. A. Macdonald said that there 
should also be considered the case of 
persons who applied for timber lands. 
He did not see that persons who ap­
plied in good faith for timber should 
not receive this consideration. In view 
of the fact that this should be consid­
ered, and that he intended to move an 
amendment in regard to pre-emptions 
he thought that the committee might 
rise and report progress.

Hon. Mr. Green did not wish to al­
low the bill to stand over. He thought 
this could come in on report.

In reply to Mr. Macdonald, Hon. Mr. 
Green said he would allow this to 
come up.

Mr. Paterson said he wished to know 
if these settlers needed protection why 
the chief commissioner did not bring 
in the amendment and not leave it to 
Mr. Hawthornthwaite to make his 
gallery play by bringing this in. The 
House was getting y red of seeing this 
arrangement carried out, which it was 
apparent had been entered into so as 
to allow of gallery play by Mr. Haw­
thorn thwaite.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he did 
not propose to protect the timber men: 
He was seeking only to protect the 
working men and the small farmers.

Mr. Paterson said that the House 
was sick of this play of the member 
for Nanaimo of appearing for the 
working men. Mr. Paterson said that 
he W'ould again ask Mr. Hawthornth­
waite If he had not canvassed the 
members of the House in support of 
an amendment In "the favor of the 
greatest capitalist in the province and 
who was blackguarded most by him. 
The member for Nanaimo had made 
an arrangement with the solicitor to 
prepare that amendment.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he did, 
but he was asked to do this by the 
solicitor, a Liberal. That was what 
made him first suspicious. When 
members like Mr. Paterson supported 
it he became still more suspicious, and 
never introduced It.

Mr. Paterson said that Mr. Haw­
thornthwaite had approached the soli­
citor to get this amendment referred 
to. He knew aU about it.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he was 
asked to do It by the solicitor.

The amendment of Mr. Hawthornth­
waite carried.

A. H. B. Macgowan said that he was 
moving an amendment in favor of the 
mercantile class which paid the taxes. 
The distance from Winnipeg to Nel­
son was 1100 miles, from Vancouver to 
Nelson was 552 miles. Yet the C. P. R. 
discriminated In favor of Wirinipeg by 
making the shorter haul only 25. per 
cent less than the longer. He con­
tended that the incorporation act of 
the Columbia and Western act and the 
subsidy act was one. He proposed to 
overcome the difficulty w'hich was met 
with in companies to get control of 
rates by the province, when any aid 
v.as given. There was a great doubt 
as to whether control of freight rates 
could be obtained except by special 
arrangement. He moved to add as a 
new section:

“This act shall not come into force 
until the Lieutenant-dovernor in Coun­
cil is assured that the company and 
01 the Canadian Pacific Railway Com­
pany has granted to the Pacific coast 
merchants equal freight rates to Koo­
tenay and Crow’s Nest points as now 
obtain, or may obtain, from Winnipeg'f 
to said points.”

Mr. Oliver reminded the mover of the 
motion that when “the bill was up for 
discussion a few days ago that mem­
ber was noticeable by his silence.” 
(Laughter.) At that time this member 
let the best opportunity pass of intro­
ducing this. If he were really sincere 
In this he would have taken this action 
before.

Out of Order.
At the request of Dr. Young the 

Speaker gave his decision on the point 
of, order raised on Saturday with ref­
erence to the amendments introduced 
to the Vancouver Act of Incorporation!

The Speaker decided that the amend­
ment had not had notice given of it by 
petition or notice and was therefore 
out of order.

The House then adjourned until to­
morrow.

Victoria, March 6th, 1906.
The estimates went through the com­

mittee of the House to-day. Shortly 
before six o’clock the debate on the 
fcudget closed. The government side 
refused to be drawn into any discus­
sion on the question fearing to risk a 
defence of the legislation which they 
had fathered during their tenure of of­
fice.

For the opposition J. R. Brown, J. 
Murphy J. N. Evans and W. C. Wells 
delivered splendii spee-nes, condemn­
ing the government’s policy.
Brown showed how the government 
had allowed the C. P. R. and also F. 
August Heinze to escape taxation. Had 
the government been ready to do its 
duty in this respect the excessive tax­
ation would never have been required. 
He showed that the C. P. R. had not 
lived up to the terms of the act under 
which they acquired the lands in deal­
ing with those seeking free pre-emp­
tions on them.

Not a thihg had been
Mr.

The speech of Mr. 
Brown revealed a most startling condi­
tion of affairs requiring the most care­
ful investigation.

Mr. Wells exposed the weakness of 
the government's claim that a surplus 
had been gained by them by wise ad­
ministration. Mr. Wells slip wed that 
in getting a surplus there had been an 
exploitation of various sources of rev-

-The School Act,

enue.
The speeches of Mr. Murphy and Mr. 

Evans were more of a local character, 
affecting their own constituencies more 
particularly, 
gave attention to the question of su­
perannuation and again demanded that 
the premier should keep his promise to 
give a civil service act.

Evans, however,Mr.

I

Prayers by the Rev. T. W. Glad­
stone.

Questions and Answers.
Mr. Brown asked the minister of 

finance the following questions:
1. Has the government taken any 

steps to ascertain whether or not the 
Columbia and Western Railway Com­
pany has transferred to F. August 
Heinze the half interest in the land 
granted for the construction of sec­
tion one of the Columbia and Western 
Railway to the said Company ?

2. If so. what steps ?
3. If not, why not ?
Hon. Mr. Tatlow replied as follows:
"1. No information has reached the 

government that such a transfer has 
takep place.

"2. Answered by No. 1.
”3. Answered by No. 1.”
Mr. Evans asked the minister of 

education the following questions:
1. Is it the Intention of the govern­

ment to deed to the several munici­
palities the school lands and buildings 
within each municipality ?

2. If not, why not ?
The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as fol­

lows :
"1. Yes. See also section 112 of the 

Public Schools Act, 1905. as amended 
by section 59 of bill 34 now before the 
House.

“2. Answered by reply to No. 1.”
The Budget Debate.

Ï
i

J. R. Brown, on resuming the debate 
on the budget said that there was an 
absence in the speech of the minister 
ct finance of self laudation which so 
permeated the speech put in the hands 
of His Honor the Lieut.-Governor and 
the speeches of some of the members 
on the Conservative side.

The government had imposed taxa­
tion to the extent of about 70 per cent, 
and had reduced the appropriations to 
public works by about 40 per cent.

The statement of the minister show­
ed very clearly how the province stood 
in financial matters. It was not the 
whole duty of a minister of finance to 
keep the books. It was his duty to do 
something towards developing the po­
tentialities which the province pos­
sessed.

The present government had given 
the impression before the election and 
in the first year of power that rail­
ways were to be built everywhere In 
the province. But this has not been 
done.

The government has Introduced a 
most iniquitous school policy. It had 
been promised that the measure would 
save the province about $100,000. The 
results had shown that it only effected 
a saving to the finances of the prov­
ince of about $13,500 for the half year, 
or $27.000 for the whole year. At most 
It would appear that $40,000 could be 
saved.

Mr. Macgowan said that he took his 
cwn time to move and his constituents 
appreciated this.

Premier McBride said that the mem­
ber for Vancouver had not moved at 
the proper time in this matter. The 
merchants of Vancouver had employed 
Joseph Martin, K. C., to represent their 
case before the railway commission. 
This question would then be settled. In 
the Terminal City war was 
waged against the C. P. R. on this 
point and would do all that was pos­
sible to get redress.

The premier said as the government 
bad in equity brought this bill in it 
would not be right to introduce 
thing outside of the question when the 
grant was first made.

He found no fault with Mr. Macgow­
an. but this was not the time and 
place to bring this up. This freight 
trouble constantly arose and was lia­
ble to come up at any time. He did not 
mean to say he was not in sympathy 
with the business men of the Pacific 
coast. He would like to see the trouble 
settled.

being

some-

1

This was a condition it 
not fair to ask for and the railway 
commission was the n'ace 
this.

was

to settle

Mr. Oliver said that he hoped that 
Mr. Macgowan would be satisfied and 
that he would be ready to get from 
the Libera', government at Ottawa , 
what '-is own government in British I lhe arrangement entered into when the

! Columbia and Western was sold to the 
C. P. R. it was agreed that half of the 
land for section one was to go to Mr. 
Heinze. The records submitted at the

The Columbia and Western Railway, 
Mr. Brown showed, had been promoted 

I by F. August Heinze. According to

Columbia was not 
him.

The premier did not think that the 
railway commission should be regard­
ed as a political organization.

Mr. Oliver said Mr. Macgowan could 
elyvays expect just treatment from the 
Liberal government at Ottawa and the 

" ' railway commission.
The motion or Mr. Macgowan 

lost and the committee rose,
Second Reading.

The bill to provide for the establish­
ment of a Provincial Stock-breeders’ 
association, and for the introduction, 
exhibition, improvement, purchase and 
sale of pure bred live stock, passed its 
second reading on motion of Hon. R. 
G. Tatlow.

prepared to give

Jas. Murphy said that with reference 
! time of the Columbia and Western In- to superannuation he found that the

man who got the lowest allowance 
as usual lived in Cariboo. He could 

It appeared absolutely not complement the minister of finance 
sure that the land was transferred. | for what was described as a lucid 
The land conveyed to the company for | statement of the finances. Cariboo and 

Was section one was about 550,000 acres. If ! Cassiar were not 
this half interest were conveyed to 
Heinze then he was subject during the 
last three years this government held 
power to taxation on 270,000 acres of 
land. There was no record that the

\ estigation showed that Heinze had 
got half the land between Rossland 
and Robson.

prosperous. Since 
this government came into power over 
100 men had left Cariboo to make a liv­
ing. The government promised to aid 
miners. The government promised to 
secure titles to placer mines and that 
their leases should be reduced. These

I

II

government had collected any taxes on 
these. This was well known in the in­
terior and the boards of trade had 
even taken it up without effect.

The lands granted to the B. C. South­
ern Railway were to be disposed of to 
pre-emptors on the same conditions as 
It was on crown lands. Mr. Brown then 
went into the conditions which 
vailed by which

were not carried out. In the master of 
beaver Cariboo was the one district 
where the beaver was not to be pro­
tected. It was held that this was to 
aid the Indians.

1

Liquor Act Amendment.
Hon. F. Carter Cotton in moving the 

second reading of the bill to amend the 
Liquor License Act said that the pro­
posal was to limit the number of li­

lt was the proposal to limit 
these to 3 for 500 inhabitants and one 
for each 1,000 over that number.

The bill was reported complete.
Water Clauses Açt.

The bill to amend the Water Clauses 
Consolidation Act, by w'hich the power 
f, municipalities were limited, passed 
Its second reading on motion of Hon. 
F. J. Fulton.

The bill pjassed its second reading.
Revised Statutes.

The bill to amend chapter IS of the

He had, however, 
heard that the real cause of this was 
to aid the Hudson’s Bay Company. The 
latter was a more reasonable one than 
the philanthropic one.

?!

pre-
crown lands were 

granted to pre-emptors. In spite of the 
agreement entered into in connection 
with the granting of the land to the 
railw'ay company the land laws 
not follow’ed and the company refused 
the right to pre-emptors to take up 
land. The land law's required 
emptor to make declaration that the 
lands which he sought did not contain 
more than 6,000 feet of timber an 
as otherwise the land was timber land.

But the railway company in this In­
stance required from the nre-emptor.
although the land was not timber land , uu»„ any rai
under this rule, that he should pay, to | railroad for Cariboo

ii

His district contributed $17,000 more 
than it got. He pointed out that on 
the 150 Mile Horsefly road there 
reduced expenditure. Heavy machin­
ery was going in over this road, and 
why should a road, on which thou­
sands had been expended, be neglect­
ed this way.

Cariboo had no railway and little 
prospect of one from this government. 
\l the next election a railway for Ca­

riboo w'ould play an important part, as 
it was needed.

censes.

was a
were

a pre-

I acre.

ill!
If the government 

turned down any fair proposition for a 
few votes would
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