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True Public Ownership.

«whenever I travel this country, as’

.xdo pretty often, as you know,” said
veteran traveler the other day, “I

not help thinking how {ree the

le might have been
ot only of this country, but of every
other, and Great Britain in particular,
if instead of just chucking the land
away, the governments of the day had

nted on leasehold, rencwable con-
“tinually at a valuation in terms of
years. Army, navy, in course of
time, could have been maintained,

ali the expenses of ruling been nIxet_
n- |

without any cost to the people.
stead of corporations like the C. P. R.
growing phenomenally rich, the coun-
try would become S0 and thea with

'l freedom from taxation it would indeed
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af both."”
an was crestfailen, for the Canadlan-

pe a blessed place to live in. The
same policy could be followed by towns,

cities and villages to their tremendous
could |

its vast pleces of made or

penefit. - Fancy how Toronto
thrive with
redeemed land. In fact-1I would ad-
vocate this policy. Instead of land
peing sold for taxes, it should be re-
tained by the city and merely reénted
or leased.- And so with all city prop-
erty. It would check
say you. Oh, not to any great ex-
tent if the lease Wwere made g long

one. Posterity would then all profit.

instead of now only the few and those |

mainly the descendants of the shrewd-
ly rich. Talk about a cheap country
to live in—this policy would beat free
rade to a standstill and business rging
to a large extent free from the harass-
ment of taxation would go forward bv
jeapy and bounds. I would urge all
ountries and all municipalities to af-
opt this idea. It would be true pub-
lic ownership.”

= % % & 8 3

Price of Foodstuffs.

Isn't it aboug time adyocates of recl-
procity cut out the cry about cheap
food and “the right of the people to
lower the tariff on the necessaries of
Ife.” What was the object of the
delegation from the west to Ottawa?
Was it to lower the price of farm
products? Not a bit of dt, it was to
secure for the farmer greater profite.
Has free trade made Great Britain a
cheaper country to live in? Not @
bit There as here prices have COL-
finually risen, and to-day, as Presi-

dent Taft says, Livenpool fixes the
It has congested the country, |
increased direct

prices.
made the rich richer,
taxation and multiplied the unemploy-
ed until there are more paupers In
the three kingdoms than in any other
country in the world. That is what
free trade has done. The cry of the
Cobdenites was, ‘“‘A cheap country te
Ive in.” Is England a cheap coun-
try to live in? 1In g certain sense it
may be because the common people
live plainer. But is it a country of
greater contefitment? There ~ ars
some who will say ‘“‘aye,” but the wast
majority will vote “nay.”
* % * * % -
. An Englishman’s Lesson.
Gazing into a big store window the
ther day were a fifty-year-old man

bnd a young nephew. - The senior of
the two was taking note of the prices
marked on sundry pieces of furniture.
Turning to the lad, he said, “It is
robbery.” : At that moment the chief
of the furniture “department was
passing. He couldn’t resist the temp-
tation and touching the man on the
shouldtr, he asked “What is robbery?”’
“Those prices.” “You're an Englishman,
aren’t you?” “Yes,”’ was the reply,” and

I've only been here a couple of months !

and I want work.” “And do Yyou
think you recommend yourself DYy
calling the merchants robbers and fos-
tering your own preiudices "’ The
Englishman looked confused but man-
aged to say: “I am not. " I was only
thinking of the prices for which simi-
lar articles could ba purchased
home,” ‘“Indeed, and how long is it
gince you bought or priced furniture
at home?” “I don’'t know that I
ever did, for my wife attended to all
that and most -of the things we had
elther came to us from our famlily or
were bought at auction and picked up
as needed.” “And yet you pose as
a judge of prices. Which prices do
vou particularly object to?”” The man
said that and that and that. ‘*Very
well,” was the reply, ‘‘come inside.”
“Now as it happens we have some
specially imported English-made fur-
nlture corresponding to several of
those pleces and of exactly similar
wood. I will show you
He did, and the ©nglish-

made stuff was not only more up-to-
date but twenty per cent. cheaper at
Irst cost. But the old man plucked
up before he went away for, being

healthy looking, he was told to come,
conversation |

back on Monday—the
occurred on Saturday afternoon—and
he would he set to 'work. Tt is safe
to say that Englishman will not for-
get his lesson.
Ll - -
President Taft’s Solicitude.

President Taft and the silk manufac-
turers of the United States—the at-
titude of these gentlemen is ominous--
agree that the entrance of Canadian
farm products into the United States
Wwill not affect local prices. What
it do? Ralise the cost of
products to United States
Doing this, it will surely not
the cost of living in Canada.
r looks as if the advocates of
reciprocity in many particulars were
on the horns of a dilemma.
dent "aft argues too well
friendsh rada Is too
fest" —des inclined.
hand he 3 he wants to reduce the
cost of living, 1, on the other, he
'8, the a1 t the entrance
Canadian farm pr
brices of foodstuffs is absurd! How
tzir‘n“.\‘ the cost of livirg to be reduced?
resident t is evincing altogether
concern for the Canadian

Canadian

00 uch
farmer.
* & * e e @

Why So Much Haste?

Can anybody say why Messrs.
Laurier and Taft are in such a hurry
to hod sl the reciprocity treaty thru?
Is it a case of life or death with them?
It certainly looks like it, and it may
be a case of life or death to the coun-
try. The looks like a
gambler's throw for sliccess—on Presi-
f emi'l‘:xft'sqmrt to bring abodout unity

n the North can continent and

whole affair

fer's part to meet |

aim half way. s a proposition fou

from taxation, !

and |

improvement

at |

the involces |

Presl- |

His |
“mant- |
On the one!

of
ucts will affect the!

an offensive or defensive alliance, com-
mercially speaking, as a party to
wihiich the head of one family is shut
,out. It is a bad break and a break
that may prove an example to further
| independence of imperial interests by
| other parts of the empire. At any rate
opportunity should be given to the peo-
ple to weigh. consider and disocuss the
proposition in all its beanings.
a s 5 8 & o &

The Question of Loyalty.
“Every Canadian should resent the
idea that loyalty to the British crown
| is dependent upon taréff schedules,”
says The Toronto Globe. - No Canadian
| says that loyalty to the British crown|

'is so dependent, but every Canadian
should firmly adhere to the ynotto
which says, “What we haveé we'll
' hold.”  Every Canadian, too, iz con-
icerned in the safeguanrding of the em-
pire's interests. ‘When American
capital prevails o’er mines and forests,
when Americans with Canadian in-
| terests subscribe to Canadian election
¢ funds, when American manners and
| methods are generally adopted and
| imitated, it behooves every Canadian
to watch and ward for fear, not that
his individual loyalty be tapped, but
that his chiefs for political aggrandi-
zement, or to satisfy a craving for
notoriety, do not become too rash

take too great risks. When Eve fell
| she did not forsee results. Wihen 8ir
| Wiilfrid ylelds to the tempter he, to0,
! may not forsee results. There is nd
room for doubt that Eve was loyal to
Adam—she had no visible opportunity
to be otherwise. There is no room to
doubt that Sir Wilfrid is loyal and
believes he is acting for the best. But
the grave and serlous question as re-
gards the latter point is—is he? e
may be the concentration of mauch
wisdom, but he is not the concentration
of all. His cause will not be helped
by the parrot cry that his opponents
insinuate or suggest that Canadian

His opponents , with full knowledge of
| American wiles, and recognizing how
!the United States would be rounded
| off and strengthened by the absorption
E of their country, ¢hoose to be cautious
and not to take perilous chances. If
Eve had distrusted the serpent the
world might yet have been without
sin. Sir Wilfrid may be grabbing at
a shadow and missing the substance.
Opponents of his policy wish to make
sure the ground is safe before ventur-
ing upon it. Of this they have their
doubts, but they do not deserve to ba
charged with pettiness in their loyalty
because they entertain them.
s ® 9 ¢

Mr. McKay on ;eclproclty.

Mr. McKAy, leader of the body-guard
opposition in the 'provincial assembly,
objects to the ‘discussion of reciprocity
by that body. In his view apparently
every little gathering can pass upon
this vital question except the repre-
sentatives of the province. A more
mis-statesmanlike attitude was never
assumed by a party leader. To my
thinking it is the duty of every Can-
‘adian who has an opinion of his own
to make his voice heard or his influ-
ence felt at this juncture. If the ma-
jority are in favor of the treaty then
willy nilly the minority must submit,
but silence will never reveal the true
inwardness of the situation. Mean~
time the four hundred silk manufact-
urers, or manufactureres in silk, ot
the United States, who recently met
in convention at New York and evinced
their thoro and united sympathy with
| the treaty, sufficiently indicated their
| hopes and expectations. If the Can-
adian farmer is getting more for his
products to-day than before the
advent of the national policy,
and even more than when the
increased local demand? is he of opin-
jon that that demangd will be still fur-
ther accelerated by the adoption of free
trade in manufactures? Anyway the
| provincial assembly has as much right
{ to be heard in the premises as any
other body. It may not be able to pre-
vent the adoption of the treaty, but
it can perfectly legitimately raise ite
voice in protest if it wishes to.

> * * * = L

That Fruit Grower’s Deputation
How many fruit-growers were there
really in that deputation® to Ottawa?
{The Globe said 800, the Star 2000 and
| The World struck the happy medium
| by saying 1500. Probably the last men-
! tioned was the nearest to right. At
| any raté the first mentioned proved it-
! eclf the least reliable when politics
| are the issue. In any circumstance it
was a deputation that assuredly did
i not deserve the curt dismissal ot
“You're too late.” It reminds me of
an experience I had with a doctor—
he was my family doctor—I Wwent to
him when a child was taken ill. He
sent his son, who was qualified. The
child grew worse. I Wwent again
| to the family physician. He
i came. “You've sent for me too late,”
i he said. ™The child died.” The gon,
if not afraid, thought more of himself
| than his patient. He weuld not enter
| the sick room, but “‘doctored” the case
from afar off. I do not wish to as-
f;mrse a noble profession but 1 don’t
| think every member is as attentive as
he should be, especially when the pat-
fent is not overly rich. Unfortunately
if anything happens, there is no re-
dress. Sir Wilfred Laurier is like some
of thest doctors. He physics some,
but ecoolly tells the others, who had
no previous inkling of what was going
on. that they are too late. As in the
case of death, so if the reciprocity
treaty passes there is no redress.
. L * * - -

The Live Stock Trade.

The Toronto Globe after dealing in
a lot of platitudes about finished farm-
ing and the laws of supply and de-
mand says that-if the reciprocity treaty
passes Canadians will get ten dollars
| more per head for their cattle. If it
would consult its own market columns
it would be forced to recognize the fal-
| laciousness of its reasoning. While it
!ig figuring on the price of cattle it
i might also figure on the price of beef.
| mutton and poultry in the cities of
| Canada and the United States. It
! might also start an inquiry into the
amount of canned meats and cold
storage meats that finds its way into
Canada from Chicago and their places.
It might also tell us if higher prices
| for cattle would reduce the cost of liv-
ing. What did the eminent Barnum
say? You can fool seme of the people
| all the time. You can fool all the people
| some of the time. Blit you can’t fool
i all the people all the time.,

loyalty is dependent upon the tarift, .

In view of the defeat of Scotia
did “not come up to expectation,
to cross the Channel, and at
the French attacked fearlessly,

mainly by reason o
the finish the score st
and the game was fast thruout.
shows Chapman (England) brought down at the French goal line.—London Graphic.

nd by the French team a few weeks previously, increased
to the Rugby match between England and France at Twickenham on Jan. 27,
f the fact that three of the French stalwarts were unable
ood at 37 'points to nil. Although well beaten, however,
The feature of the play here illustrated .
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An Eventful Hockey Season

If Sir Mantagu Allan had
thought for a moment that when out
of the goodness of his heart coupled
with a desire to show his fondness for

all amateur sports and hockey in par-
ticular the present squabble would
have ensued hewould never have do-
rated ,a cup carrying with it the ama-

phy was won last year by the St. Mich-
ael’s team, champions of the O. H.
A., 'who became pOSSessors of the sil-
verware by defeating Queen’s Univer-
sity, who had previously won it from
the Cliffsides, champlons of the Inter-
provincial Union. All the games were
played in March, at the end of the
regular hockey season, as stipulated

piay.
Highhanded Trustees.

Winnipeg Victorias

istered by the
Imme3-

which the trustees accepted.
lately, without consulting St.
Michael’s, or the o oR A
they named February 24 and
possible for the Green Shirts to play
on the days mentioned they declarzd
that unless the holders of the trophv
came to time they would have to for-
teit the cup, ignoring completely tne

then be ex-champions of the associa-
tion, and also that the O. H. A. sea-
son would still be unfinished. In the
cipeumstances it was only right .that
tHde O. H. A. should take a hand. Thev
promptly told the trustees that they
were going beyond their powers In
calling for a play-off in mid-seasnn
and that not only would there be no
game for the cup but that they would
not relinquish it unless in the regular
way—the defeat of their representatives

Strange Ruling of the Allan Cui'; Trustees — Evident
Attempt to Deprive O.H.A. Representatives of Their
»  Well-won Honors—As Matters Stand. ;

ever + on the ice.

teur championship of the world- The tro-

i

in the conditions governing the cuDd,

fact that the St. Michael’s club might |

Three weeks ago a challenge was reg- | Rink Dby

@

The trustees’ stand on
the matter has been an extraordinary
one and Secretary Northey’s statement
that the O. H. A. showed a “lack of
sporting spirit” and an unwillingness
to make concessions unworthy of them,
is altogether uncalled for. The O. H.
A. verp properly could have said that
it was the other way about without
stretching the truth.
An Eventful Season.

The O. H. A. season has been de-
cldedly eventful to date. St. Mich-
ael’s, champions of the O. H. A. for
the last three years, have not shown
the form expected of them while the
other senior teams have given an ex-
hibition of in and out performantes.
TLis is trye of Parkdale who beat St.
Michael’s handily here only to lose to
Stratford, who were beaten easily both

at home and at the Mutual-street
the champions. Eaton’'s
showed one good performance against
7. A. A. C., only to come right back
and narrowly escape defeat at thes
nands of the Toronto Rowing Club,
who were soft marks for the Toronto’s.
Argonauts had no trouble winning thelr |
group from Varsity, the students pre-j
senting a weak front. The Scullers’
are apt to spring a surprise in the fin-|
al round.
The Intermediates.
In the Intermediate series Midland |

' and Whitby and Preston are the class.

Any one of the teams would make a
showing in the senior division. Pres-
ton, who have twice beaten Eaton’s,
look like the ultimate winners. Fron- |
tenac's should repeat in the " junior!
series, -even without their crack goal- |
keeper Marchand who, it appears, i3 |
over age, and was only allowed ito
piay because of a mistake made in
translating his birth certificate.

ASPIRATIONS OF ARNST,
Champlon Sculler and Cyclist, He
Now Seeks Boxing Honors.

Richard Arnst of New Zealand,
champion oarsman of the' world, tells
the story of himself as follows:

«After I became a winner in all the
big cycle races and handicaps,” eaid
Arnst, I began to look about for
other worlds to corquer, and as row-
ing was one of. the great sports of
Australasia, why, naturally I turned
that way. I was laughed at by some
for presuming to -think I could hope
to beat the big ones. However, some
of my friends in Christchurch stuck
bv me. and finally had the satisfaction
of seeing me win out.

“Tt was -on Aug A2 1906, that I was
inductd to take it up seriously by L
H. Parker, of Christchurch, who, with
a crowd of friends, paid my expenses
and secured George Towns, the ex-
champion. to teach me. At first I
learned how to sit in the boat, and
soon ¥ paddled short distances.
| T began rowing thirty miles a day, and
| inally increased it to fifty miles aaily.
| On Jan. 26, 1907. I competed in a handi-
ic:m race in Sydney harbor and got
second place. The water was very
rough. On Feb. 16 I won the Rush
Handicap on the Parramata River, and
lin April went to McLean Clarence
| River for a handicap, but fell out of
! my boat. I competed again in the

same place in July and won by five |

| seconds. 1 went farther up the same
{ river, and on Nov. 9 won the handicap
iat a place called Ulmarra; from
scratch. £

“Then I went! over to Richmond
{ River and got fourth place in a race
lat Woodburn, asI ran. foul of another
| sculler and spoiléd my chance. I went
lsml farther up the river and won the

i I returned t6 New Zealand and rowed

came back to New Zealand and chal-
lenged Wm. Webb for the world’s
championship. While walting to row
Webb I was;. challenged by Harry
Pearce, the !Australian champion, and
we made a match for £100 a eide. We

| London Times, once known as ‘“The

! check the revival of interest in box-
| ing and wrestling, and in the end ‘cause

met Aug. 1, 1908, in Sydney, and I won.

| Webb Dec. 15, 1908, and won the cham-

Then |

pionship~~ I rested for a time, when
Webb challenged again, and T beat him
June 22, 1909, on the Wanganui River.
In January, 1910, T won ‘the handicap|
on the Wanganui River, and then ac- |
cepted Whelch’s chalienge and beat |
him at Akoroa on April 4. Then I re-
turned to Sydney and had to concede
a hundred seconds start in two and a-
half miles and won the first heat, but
only got fourth in the final., After |
that I made the match with E! Barry, |
| the English champion, to take place in |
| South Africa Aug. 18, 1910. As you |
know I won in a very hard race and |
'retained my title. I have promised |
{ Barry another ‘match to take place in |
i England, but I cannot name any date |
{for some little time.

“Before taking up rowing I won 63
{races on the bicycle, chief among themi |
being the famous Sydney Stake of |
;VSFOM. I won the New Zealand Wheel
| Stake race, Boxing Day Wheel race at
| Christchurch, the Timaru Wheel race
| twice, the Timuka race, the Waimate |
!and Otago Wheel races. I won most

{all other races of any size in New Zea-

land, and won the 50 miles road cham-
| pionghip of New South Wales. I won
72 seconds and 42 thirds, and put up |
ithe second fastest time twice from.!
| Warnambool to Melbourne, a distance |
]of 165 miles. T also held all the paced
| records for New Zealand tracks. Now
' T would like to win the world’s heavy- 1
| welght boxing championship and then |
i retire. It is my desire to visit the |
| United States, and I trust it will be
my pleasure to get over there this

Coraki Handicap two days later. Ilyea.r."

| are told to remember that the referee

{ pointg for the kidney blow,

LNDON TINES
JPNONS O
B0ANG

The Highly Respectable and
Staid Old Thunderer Has
Something to Say About the
Much Discussed ‘‘Kidney”
Punch—Debased American

Tactics.

W

A long article on boxing and suggested
reforms appeared in a recent number
of that etaid, eminently respectable
and somewhat venerable paper The
Thunderer.” From the article in
question the fo_llovﬂing is taxen:

The contagion of unfair tactics,
which came in the first instance from
America, shows a tendency to spread
on this side, and the undue leniency
of our referees is largely responsible
for the existence of an evil which. if
it is not extirpated without delay, will

both',games to be tabooed by all true
sportsmen.

It is the present duty of Mr. Eugene
Corri, Mr. A. F. Bettinson, Mr. Tom
Scott, Mr. J. H. Douglas, and other
reﬁ{erees who have the confidence not
only of the public, but also of pro-
fessional boxers as a class, to consider
the possibility of so amending their
procedure as to crush out the evil in
question.

L Florizel II, probably the greatest trio
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~ Pastimes of

‘the People |

His Majesty and the Turf.

King George has decided to patron-
ize “the sport of kings’—horse-racing
—as did his dllustrious father before
him. At present His Majesty has not
i_nany horses in training and it is un-
derstood that he will not pay a great
deal of personal attention to the sport
during his first season. In view of his
greatly increased list of engagements,
owing to the coronation, this is but
natural. It is hoped, however, that

he will be able to witness the Derby,
which takes place this year on Wed-
nesday , May 31. Accompanied by
Queen Mary, he will also attend Ascot
in state. The dates set apart for the
royal meeting are June 13, 14, 15, and
16. In view of the coronation and the
Imperial Conference, Ascot, this year,
should be unusually brilliant—given
fine weather. The King will take up
the ort of racing almost at the
point here his father left it off. He
will hdve the same trainer—Richard
Marsh—and the same first jockey—
Herbert Jones. He will also breed his
own race-horses at his own stud farm
at Sandringham—the birthplace of
such equine giants as Persimmon and |
Diamond Jubilee,, ahd the home ot

of brothers the horse world has ever
known. It is not general knowledge
that tho the late king as Prince of
Wales started his stud on modest
lines, there was a. y balance on |
the credit side at death. King !
George as stated in these columns
last week will begin with twenty-three
horses in training—two five-year-olds,
one four-year-old, ten three-year-olds,
and ten two-year-olds—racing them
on the same lines as the late king,
who won practically fevery welght-

for-age race-of importance.
& ® * % % L]

The King no Yachtsman,

“I hear,”. says the London corres-
pondent of M'he Jrmingham Post,
“that the King does not: intend to in-
clude yacht racing among the com-
petitive sports which he proposes to
etain on the list of those which enjoy
_pa . His Majesty’s tem-
mt au;natwn&: towands the
togn definite contests, and
his interest in such evening relaxat--
fons as billlards and cards is centred |
entirely in their value as meanp of.
physical and mental recreation. 'i'his
explaing why the ' has no desire |
to compete in con afloat, where, if |
anywhere, onée might anticipate that
natural inclination and trained excel- |
lence would combine to assure success
in personal effort. But it is to be re-'
membered that in a yacht race His
Majesty -would not be personally in!
charge, and his interest would there-
fore not’be greater in effect than it
would be upon the turf. The old Brit-
annia is to béused at Cowes, as in re-
cent years, for the purpose of pleasure
cruising only.”

.
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Curling at Winnipeg.

With the advance of winter and the
approach of spring the glories of curl-
ing have departed from these parts
and have centred up north. If the
Granites were to be represented at
Wlpnipeg' at all it is to be regretted
that they were not able to send their
two tankard rinks in their entirety.
Two of the strongest members, to wit.
T. H. Wilson, the star of them all, and
Dr. Hawke, were left behind. Unfort-
unately at this, distance from the
meagre reports it is a bit difficult to
definitely follow the results. Flav-
ell’s Lindsay players have evidently
faired badly, but Rennie has fought
well and surmounted formidable ob-
stacles. He was greaﬂ‘y handicapped
by the strangé ice and the knock ’'em
out style of play instead of the skil-
ful execution that wins in this district.
“We must make an effort next year.”
said a leading curler the other day,
“to get those wondrous stars from-
Manitoba down here. 'I am satisfied
that with our conditions we can beat
them as thoroly as with theirs they
beat us.” But still all was not lost
at Winnipeg for Rennie did wond-
rously well considering the conditions
and the quartet of which he is skip
deserve all honor and glory.- There
have also been great doings at the
tig nerthern international bonspiel at
North Bay, where Toronto was not
represented, altho there were good
prizes and much glory to be won and
a rare old roaring time to be had.
Parry ’ Sound carried off the honors,
the brothers Arthur and Tom Begg
proving themselves veritable giants,
but not among the minnows,
for their rivals were of formidable

calibre.
t *

Polo and Hunting.

Polo is one of those games that
shares with hunting the credit of mgk-
ing plucky and daring leaders of men.
It is a game that merits every en-
couragement and as a spectacle is un-
surpassed. Tt is surprising that in a
city where anything appertaining to
the horse finds much favor it is not

When the fair boxer is irresistibly
tempted 'to adopt unfair methods, we |
cannq’t see everything,: the bodies of |
pugihsts being notably opaque. To
which it is possible to reply without-]

{ any lack of courtesy that he should

make it his business to see miuch more |
than he does. Let our referees |
take their knowledge of the game, |
their zeal for repressing foul tactk-s,}
and their able-bodied selves into the |
ring, and the fair boxer will no long- |
er be handicapped by an_ opponent’s |
unfairness which now escapes obser- |
vation. The only alternative is to |
create minor refereees and station them
on three sides of the ring. But it |
would be a great mistake to multiply |
authorities in that way.

The reform suggested above would
be salutary, but yet another—an al- |
teration in the Queensberry rules— |
seems advisable. When those rulee |
were drawn up the kidney-blow seems |
fo have been unknown; If it was |
known, then the makers of the coae |

|
1
|

|

{
{

must have believed that this ugly and |
dangerous stroke would be effectively |
ruled out by the implied refusal to al-
low points for that or any other blow
on the back. .

To-day no referee of standing gives
which is |
used constantly by nearly all profes-
sional boxers, especially by American
or Americanized practitioners, to wear
down an opponent. .

Inasmuch as it does not score, and
is dangerous even when fairly deliv-
ered—namely, with the knuckles, n
which event no great force can be ap-
plied—in the opinion of all medical
men who take an interest in boxing,
there would be a strong case Ior pro-j

| of this sort would be tremendously in-

| possessing all the dash and go of polo,

| which are:

more popular.. Perhaps like cricket in
this country it is not a pastime favored
of the multitude becausé it is not
played by the multitude, hut from its
expense and surroundings is somewhat
exclusive. I should like to see a free
gate tried with, of course, grand stands
and bleachers to be paid for. By thisﬂi
means popularity might be secured |
with ultimate financial results that |
would lead to a widespread of interest.
A novel idea has also struck me, name-
ly, that it might be possible to play
lacrosse on horseback. The.ball could
be scooped up and thrown between the
goals. It appears to me that a game

teresting and might even prove less
dangerous to man and _horse while

which after all is a species of eques-
trian hockey. But it is eplendid to see
the enthusiasm with which the Toronto
Hunt Polo Club is going into the
game, the recently elected officers of
President, Mr. A. O. Beard-

secretary-treasurer, Major H. C. Bick~
ford; committee, Col. Williams, Capt.
Straubenzie, Mr. J. H. M&cBrien, Mry
¥F. Hammond and Capt. McMillan.
These gentlemen and their assoclates
are looking forward to an extra bril-
liant and active season. Tournaments
are to be held both in Toronto and
Montreal on a more ambitious scale
than formeriy, and attempts are to be
made to induce a team to come down
from Winnipeg as well as several fronu
the Northwest. It is a pity that every
regiment ‘-has not a polo team. 1t
would not only‘ give a great lmpetus
to the game, but afford the partici-
pants. exercise of the most valuable
description, besides increasing the love
for equestrianism. I am told that I
am a crank on this subject. 1 am,
because I think it i§ of national im-
portance.
&« & * = l’,
Hockey at the Capital.

Ottawa's is very cock-a-whoop over
its prowess at hockey. It has a right to
be, for from all accounts at this mo-
ment it possesses the most expert play-
ers the world knows. Like all good
men must finally do the Wanderers ofl
Montreal have gone back, but with
four Stanley Cup viclories to thedr
credit in the last five years they have
established a name that will live in
hockey annals for a long time to come.
But Ottawa, too, won three years im
succession and also in 1909. So that
in number of wins in the last elght
years the clubs ate even. This, how-
ever, is clearly Ottawa's year, and
they may well be proud of their
achievement when 32,000 people have

! gathered to see them in five games.

An average of 6400 would puzzie this
sport-loving city to equal even with
the same advantages.
* L] * * ® L
Toronto’s Disgrace.

What a disgrace it iz that up to the
present Toronto has no arena equal to
the demand for accommodation for in=
door events. The Imperial Arena CO«-
promise to do scmething, but the pPro=
moters of that scheme, the location of
whose operations is to be on Mutual=
street, are Montrealers, George Pep-

| per’s proposition for a bullding fox!

sports purposes on Bloor-street, am
told, is not defunct, but only in abey-
ance. The ohly with I can express s
that at least one or the other or both
may bring forth fruit. Tt is furthed
to be hoped that the enterprise wild
be carried out on a scale and u%

conditions that will redound to the
credit apd-tend to the attraction of the
city. I would also like to sec a musde
hall erscted on the exhibition grounds
in which indoor concerts and organ
recitals could be given, not only dur-
ing the exhibition period, but at other
times. Music has quite as much clalm
on public and private support ag play,

' and a great deal more claim than fire-

works and vaudeville.
* Es o W
South African Cricket.

Will the time ever arrive when an
imperial cricket fortnight will be held
with Great Britain, Aqstral‘i«a, Canada,
India and South Africa battling, ' in
test matches for supremacy? If such
a time should come to hand it would
be a red letter occasion for the em-
pire . The team of Canadian cricket-
ers who visited the British Isles last
year furnished such proof of improve=~
ment in the grand old game that such
a happening does not appear near as
improbable as it would have done' &
dozen years ago. India is to be red-
resented o’er yonder .this year and
Australia too. South Africa has just
givén a taste of its cricketing metal
by beating Australia at Adelaide In
the third test match,” in which the
largest tally ever chalked up in such
a match was made. South Africa
scored 482 and 360, Australia 465 and
339, of which Tromper made 214 not-
out in the first innings. The super-
fority of the all-round play of the
South Africans is shown by the fact
that every man but one in the first
innings and eight in the second got
into double flgures,'the only triplets
being J. W. Zulch, 105 and 8. J,
Snooke 103 in the first innings and
G. A. Faulkner 115 in the second, Of
the South African’s five were Boers,
including both Messrs, Zulch and
Snooke, the latter of whom is also
sald to be a wee bit Kaffir. The ag-
gregate score was 1646, The next
highest score in a test match was
1541, made in 1903 by England and Aus-
tralia at Sydney. New South Wales
and Victoria at the same Place In
1909 ran together a score of 1911 and
established a world’s record. ~
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HARRY PEARCE
Winner of the sculling match
against Webb on the Wanganui River,
N. Z. Decermber 26, It is understood
that Pearce will now challenge Arnst

more: eaptain, Mr. D. L. MeCarthy;

for the world’s championship,

hibiting it in any circumstances. But‘
when unfairly delivered with the heel |
or edge of the hand it may be made |
very forcible, and then becomes M |
most dangerous device; far more dang- |
erous than the “pivot-blow,” which is |
now prohibited. About the only arg-
ument for retaining it is the fact
that it is useful against an opvponentt
who clinches persistently. On the!
other hand, there are men who delib- |
erately clinch in order tlo get an op- |
portunity of delivering ‘it. |

On the whole it must be admitted |
that the arguments for forbidding it
are overwhelmingly . strong. The

writer has reason to belleve that the
great majority of English professional
boxers, who would be sorry indeed to
inflict lasting injury on an «pponent
and still more sorry to incur that fate
themselves, would be glad to have
ruled out. 3
Two or three experts In the debased
American style might object to the loss
of a favorite stratagem. But no ag-
tentions need be paild to the opinions
of these men, whose room is prefer-
al?le to their company in any arena.
We have many clean,
boxers, and the unfair fighters would
never be missed if they all emigrated,

sportsmanidke




