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beadquarters; That rnay flot be practie- when lu camp I always bad the privilege of
able Dow, but if It were practicable, riding on borseback. But 1 have pitied tbese
I helleve that we could get the samne young men when on inspection on a very
class of men into the force as we hot day, when they must ho lu full dress
Lad from 1863 to 1875. And here'again 1 or heavy marchlng order with knapsack and
mlght say that the class of men ive have ail the other accessories. These boys were
had turning out to camp during the last taken out at ten o'clock Iu the morning.
ton or fifteen years is flot the class of men Tbey marched, perhaps for a mile or two, to
upon whom we would have to rely ln case some large field, where the inspection was to
they were ueeded for the defence of the be held. They would be l'ined up, and about
country. As 1 have just said, we are an twelve the general would corne, a feu de joie
agrîcultural couuty, aud our people sorne- would be fired, and then these boys were
wvhat object to letting their sons go-and marcbed back into camp ait haîf past one or
the sons also ol)ject to goiing-to camp pro- two o'clock, baving been with this hideous
bably duriug the latter part of Julie or the rig on for three or four bours. Aud I bave
beginning of *Tuly, just ut the busy season lieard tlhese boys ln thoîir tents cursing the
of the year. Another feeling that a good rules that made theso things necessary and
many people have is that thoy do flot think swenriing that they would neyer corne to
it is possible to make soldiers ont of boys camp again. And very ofton they did not
lu twelvo days. You know, how business go and I for one do Dlot blamne them for it.
is doue at the camp. It takes a day to 1 believe there has been tii improvement
go aud a day to corne borne. Thon there is ln thtse respects, but tbat was one groat
Sunday, and, geuerally, one or two raiuy objection to our militia system. And bore
days. My experionce is that, out of the lot me say that I do Dlot know wlietber it
twolve days lu camp, yoit never get incre Is the best thing to, have an officer
than sevea or eight days of actual work. I of the Britisb army ut the head of
think the present Minister of Militia is !i- Our illitia force. 1 rnay be radical lu that,
proviug the matter very uch lu this direc- but I think that any officer in the Brit-
tiou. At the samne timo, I nover could see ish army who takes our boys for twelve
the seuse of trylng lu teu or twolve days lu days and tbrnks hoe is going to put themn
a year to makre Tommies out of our boys. on the footing of British soldiers, is mak- '

The oue great objection to the way the iing a mistake. Tbey are learning a lesson
militia was conducted lu the past was the lu South Africai. A mail may not be ahie
irrational dréss the boys were expected to to put his heels together, face, saiute and
wear. 1 believe that that bas beein im- do ail that sort of thing, but if hoe can ride,
proved; but, Dot havIng kept Up au initi- and shoot straight. I would nlot care wbe-
mate knGwIedge of the force, I cau- ther hie had a red coat ou or -ývbat hoe wore.
flot speak defiuitely ou this subject. 1 Too* much time lias been spent in connec-
suppose ail wîll agreo with me when I tion with our mulitia, lu tryiuig to mouid the
say that there is no more independent cluss boys on the model of soldiers of the British
of people tbftn our farmers' sons. The arti- arrny. I am glad to sée that the depart-
sans lu cities, operatives in factories, or Ment Is getting rid of this paraphernalia
clerks lu stores, are unider son-e sort of dis- aud dressing the mon l kliaki suits with
cipline and restralut, but that Is uukuowu bandoliers. I nover could se the nocessity
to the boys on the farm. You know liow of subjectiug the voluntoors of our Domin-
a younig man rigs hirnself up wvhen lie is ion to tho hardship of wearing such au out-
going to work on a bot day lu the latter fit wheu porformiug their aunual drill. I
part of June. Ho puts on as little clothes 'have seen the foreheads and ears of the
as hoe eau deceutly wear. A pair of trous- men bllstored so hadly that you could see
ers, a shirt, a broad straw bat, aud a pair traces of It for sorne tume aftor tbey re-
cf shoes, tlîat Is about ail. If lie is warm, turned to their homes, on account of the
lio vill roll up .lîis shirt sleevos and open change froni the straw hat they geuerally
the collar. Suppose oneo0f these lads goes wore to the woolleu cap. If more coni-
into camp. Ho Is tuken to beadquartrs-I mou seuse were used lu connectioa
arn speakiug of the oldea tirnes-and given wlth our mllitia we should bave a bût-
a pair of woollen- trousers and a rod tuulc ter service. What I say is, geuerally speak-
wlth clotb as thick us a bourd. For foar It lug, true of the wbole frontier 0f.the pro-
wonld not ho warm enough, the tuulc is llned vince of Quebec. There Is not an effective
wlth nîce soft fiannel. This tuuic Is buttoued battalion on the froutier, except the one
up to the neck. The lad wears a two-luch wlth Its headquarters at Sherbrooke. I arn
boît around bis waist and a three-lnch strap uot speaklng to find fault but slmply to
over bis shoulders wltb a great poucb bang- set forth matters us they are lu my owu-
iug over bis hip. When It comes to Inspec- locallty. But after what I have sald It will
tion day and hoe is ln full dress, hoe bias a ho thought that I ought to suggest some
hideous knapsack ou bis back, on top of remedy for this dlfficulty. 'Weil, of course,
whlch is placed a tUn canteen wltYh an ohl one of the changes that would suit us-
cloth cover. Thon hoe bas a small round wbetberthe departmeut would regard It as
woolleu cap stuck on the top of bis bead, practicable or not, would be to have more
and uow hoe Is complote. . In that guise hoe drill at home and less lu camp. Any one
is taken to camp. Now, fortunately for me, who Is acquainted wlth military matters


