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The Significance of Bethlehem.

The invitation that sounds in our
ears at the present season is that ex-
pressed in the words:
us go even wunto Bethlehem.” In our
jand we may say that this call is
pretty generally accepted. The Christ-
mas Festival s no smaill sectarian
monopoly. Bethlehem has a broader
sound end makes a larger appeal than
Rome, Canterbury, or Geneva. This
pligrimage of thought to the cradle of
the HMoly Child revives sacred associ-
etions and quickens new aspirations.
& 18 the “Children’s Hour,” the festi-
wal of home, as well as a great day in
the calendar of the Church.

As we think of the Prince of Peace,

“Come and let

many of our bitter controversies and |

party strifes shrink into their real
littieness, The union of the human and
the Aivine, of the high and the lowly,
calls to trus worship and exeris 2
humiane influence, This homage paid
to the ohild, this recognition of the
senctity of wotherhood, and the
beauty of infancy, is one of the sweet-
est, kindliest influences of the Chris-
tlan faith. This will always be the
éﬂtra.l thought of this festive season,
and should remind us that it is not
an hour for coarse riotous indulgence,
but for the unselfish satisfaction which
comes from Christian service in the
home, and to the poor and needy out-
side,

ffhere are also subordinate lessons
which ought not to be forgotten, and
one in particular, which has a special
appropriateness to us. Bethlehem, in
the eye of the prophet, was distin-
guished for its smailness, It was least
among the thousands of Judah, yet
out of it the King was to come. The
greatest hero and king that Israel ever
had came forth from a small village.
e gathered the scattered tribes into
a wunited kingdom and gave them a
new center of veligion and political
life.
more than material eity which has
so recently been honored by the visit
of the German Emperor.

The name Jeruselem now means

A Jersualem
under the control of the Turk may be
a wretched place, but the real Jerusa-
lem is the ideal city of God,which must
still cope with the Babylons of world-
iy splendor and selfish lust. But be-
fore Jerusalem there was Bethlehem,
the binthplace of the man of heroic
mold who first gave to Jerusalem its
real significence.

We are thus reminded that bigness
and greatness are mot necessarily the
same thing, that size is mot the ultim-
ate test of influence. It is true that
there is something inspiring about a
great stretch of countiry, and some-
thing sublime ebout a magnificent
mountain which lifts its snow-covered
peaks to the sky, and we do well to
rejoice in the breadth and grandness of
this land in which we live. But in
compiling the “reasons for thanks-
giving,” it is possible to dwell t00 ex-
clusively on the material side of life.
The greatness of & nation is not in its
wide stretch of territory, in the num-
ber of its soldiers, or the wealth of its
citizens, Greatness is a matter of life
and character. *“Great Britain” is one
of the smallest countries so far as
mere size is concerned, and as a matter
of fact, the most powerful influences
have gone forth from the lands that
were small, but that had the pawer of
pending out strong men.

The stamp upon our letters which
comes unto us this day reminds us
that there is a “Greater Britain”
which we form a part? That Britain,
small in herself, has laid a
pand upon the world, and is the center
 rich mamnifold influences.

But we do well to remember that

of

strong

Ghe power which created this great
empire was rot in the first place im-
gnense size or overwhelming numbers,
but a free independent spirit, a courage
to do and dare unto death, a strong
sense of justice,
the fact that with of power
goes  * o
these are lost and forgotien, the great-

and a realization of
increase
increase of responsibuity.
est Empire goes to pieces and another
gredat movement
other Bethlehem.

must begin irom an-

The lowly origin of the Christ re-
bulies cur vulgar pride and mere ma-
terial bigness,
worthy of beng pondercd, ‘“Lest we

forgei, Lest we forget.”

ard this one lesson is

Ex-Queen Lil of Has\.'ai;
against the approgriation of
erty by the Jnited States,
process of law or compen
majesty’s untutored mind is
perceive that apprepiiation
WO*

her prop-
without

! their differences.

i still the rule.

| dered him to Manila.
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Crushed by the Combines; - - |
The Vienna correspondent  of the
London Times, in a- recent dispatch,
said:

“The strain imposed upon the Berlin
money market by the forced develop-
ment of German trade is beginning {0
tell severely on German finance. For
the weatisfaction of seizing new mar-
kets, terms have been granted which”
German industrial enterprise is unable i
to afford. The abnormal condition has '
produced a eftuation which renders it
advisable that the sympathies of the
English and American money gnarkets |
should not be estranged.”

This is confirmatory of other informa-

tion concerning the present monetary
crisis in Germany. We hear much of

the phenomenal industrial develop-
ment of Germany, and the growth of
German exports; but there is another
side to the story., Light is thrown on
it by the American consul-general at
Frankfort, who, in a report to the de-
parument at Washington, says:

“Am an incident and condition of Ger-
many’s perfect organization and rapid
industrial growth, its leading produc-
tive interests have been syndicated 1o |
an extent probably unknown in any
other country. All great indusiries—tha
mining of weoal, the manufacture of
coke, pig iron, steel billets, machinery,
seed oils, potash salte and many other
products—have been for years governed
by eibly organized and 'managed syn-

 for a coumtry like Russia, where @

! complete. ItAcoq'tains many finé illus-

‘ The reading matter is abundant, and

dicates, which control production, fix i
prices, both for the home and export |
trades, declare dividends, and apportion |
contracts. (The remarkable efficiency of |
these syndicates in promoting exports |
of manufactured products has been
largely due to the power which they
exercise in maintaining the home pwrice
of any given class of merchandise at
such profitable figures as to enable the
same manufacturer to sell for export at
whatever discount may be necessary to
secure the contract. In this way, as
English exporters, bitterly complain,
German manufacturers, secure in their
organization and their protected home
market, hive been able to sell structur-
al iron and steel and railway supplies
in London and Liverpool, and to flood
the Britigh colonies with #erman-made
goods at prices with wihich their Brit-
ish rivals, already in possesgion of the
colonial markets, have found it difficult
to compete.”

In other words, by means of a high
protective tariff, Germany’s industrial |
gystem thas /become one of trusts
and ccmbines. The great monopolies
wwhich conirol production can fleece do-
mestic copsumers at will. “Industry”
flourishes by legalized robbery of the
German people. It plunders at home
in order that it may eell abroad. The
combines wax fat; but what of their
victims? ‘A section of 'the German pop-
ulation, in the midst of this so-calied
progresy, has been reduced to eating
cats and dogs, because protected inter-
eats keep out foreign meat. The agri-
cultural, as well as the manufacturing

interests, are monopolizers.

The commercial expansion of Ger- |
many i3, therefore, largely abnormal. It
is @ case of bloat, not healthy growth.
The present stringency is a symptom
of this. The manufacturers have bor- |
rowed foreign money beyond stheir
means. They are finding it hard ¢to i
meet their financial obligations, and are
draining the German  banks of their
gold.

The conditions in Germany are being
rapidly mreproduced in ths TUnited ?
States. Under the Dingley bill, trusts, ;
combines, syndicates, and other forms !
of monopoly, are springing up all over i
the country. The smaller concerns are
either akzornbed by these combinations,
or are pushed to the wall. ILike the!
German, the American syndicates are
quoting prices abroad lower than those
they quote at home. Having absolute !
control of the domestic markets, they can
filch what they please from the people 5
of the United States, and they are 4o-
ing it right along.

The British people, who a're secure
against the pillage of combines, have |
little reapon to fear a competition fos-
tered by such artificial means. Their
industrial fabric is reared on the solid
rock of free trade and not on #he shift-
ing sands of protection.

The weather has caught the Christ-
mias spirit.

The last of the election trials is over,
and Mr. 'Whitney is not sorry.

London’s Christmas market today

was magnificent. ‘Who would like to

see it abojished?

Bolivia’s Christmas box is a revolu-

tion. Few things are more popular in
a South '‘American republic.

Uncle Sam’s colonial Christmas pres-

ents are very substantial, but Spain
makes a sorry Santa Claus.

They always say of a man’s down-

! Quebee, but the offenders are not con-

| citals of crime and pictures that il-

| letter.
i and ask for such reports and such pic-

i their readers.

- municipal

tsystem, but who, in this city, would |

i ment must take
! soeialism can be carried to the desired
| gtage.

£all 'that there i a woman in the case,

but in Hobson’s there is an average of
over 300 a day.

The primate of Ireland has the unen-
viable @istinction of being the only
Episcopal bishop to oppose the Czar'e
peace policy. His grace has missed his
calling.

Manager Hays and the G T. R

telegraphers have agreed to arbitrate

businesslike. It reflects credit on both

parties.

The Advertiser wishes ils numerous
family of readers a merry Christmas.

The family has grown a great deal
since last Christmas, and expansion is

Fiobson i® making uch a fool of him-
<alf that the navy department has or-
It is thought his
kissing mania will be cured when he
has only the dusky belles of the Phil-
jppines to practice on.

The Teronto News is 'hard up for an

{ to try a certain medical college, bat itatreatment

This is sensible and ‘

against the Governmens

when it drage in the case of Peg,heg )

Brown to serve that purpose. It ai-
leges that officers with an itch for no#
toriety kidnapped Brown, and it blames
the Canadian authorities for not inter-
fering. Thia is a charge which the de-

tectives flatly deny.

The public debt of Russia is $4,000,-
000,000 or over $30 per head of the pop-
ulation. This is a crushing burden

great mass of the people is always on
the verge of starvation. No wonder
the Czar wants to lighten the load by
reducing his military establishment.
The nation must have money for pro-
ductive enterprises.

The Christmas nq_mber of the Farm-
ers’ Advocate is very handsome and

trations of great farms in the various
provinces of the Dominion. The frontis-
piece is devoted to the Ontario Agri-
cultural College and Farm at Guelph.

pertains to every branch of agricul-
ture. Special contributions from not-
ed pens add to the distinction of the
number, which 4n every respect is an
ideal - publication for farmers.

Madrid is grief-stricken over the
death of an elephant which was expect-
ed to fight two bulls on Christmas Day.
The information would be amusing if it
did not reveal such a mixture of frivet-
jty and brutality in Spanish charaocter,
The pecple of Spain ought to be sv-
bered by recent crises, but the national
mind is incapable of reflection or in-
telligent ideals. It i® not even serious
when it is most dejected. The Don is
a creature of moods 24'd impulses. He
will weep and rave over 'the mmisfor-
tunes of his country, and then rush off
to a bull fight before his eyes are dry.

The Globe boasts that a baking pow-
der factory is removing ¢rom London
to fToronto, but inquiry here fajls to
verify the statement. The Globe 1s
also astray in speaking of Toronto’'s ad-
vantages over this and other cities.

London has more railway connections
and Detter transportation facilities |
than Toronto. It is a cheaper place o
live in. It is located imn a vicher
farming district. The only inducements !}
which Toronto offers are those which l
come dangerously near violating the |
law of the tand in respect to bonusing {
industries. Hamilton can testify to
that.

Archbishop Bruchesi’s denunciation
of sensational journalism has the right
ring. It is addressed to the press of

fined to that province. ‘“Those daily re-
lustrate them, finally make upon the

mind a terribly deleterious impres-
gion,” says the archbishop in his open

He admits that readers like

tures, but says this is a reason more
why they should - be absolutely re- ‘
fused. It'is to be hoped his advice will |
not be thrown away. Newspapers have

| an educative mission, and should cater |

to the highest; not the lowest, class of

The London Free Press records, with !

apparent satisfaction, the failure of |

ownership in Hamilton,
Ohio, a city that has become practic-
ally bankrupt. This is no argument
against the principle of municipal
ownership. The Ohio city failed. to
make a success even of its waterworks

advocate a return to private owner-
ship of the waterworks? In Glasgow
taxes have almost disappeared since |
the conporation took over the street
railway, gas, lighting, and other such !

| franchises. ~ Municipal control is right |
| in theory, but municipal business abil-
ity

is another thing. In this city a
radical change in the system of govern-
place before civie

SHED SKIN 20 TIMES

Mass Running Sores From
Head to Foot.

Nct an .lnch of Bod;' Unaffected.
Skin Cama off With
The Bandages.

Screams Were Heart-Breaking.
Four Doctors and Medical
fnstitute No Avail.

Improvement After the Second
Application of Cuticura. Now
Compictely Cured.

My little son, 4 i)oy of five, broke out with an
itching rach. Threc doctors prescribed for him,
but he kepy geiting worse, until we could not
@ress him uny more. They flnally advised me

did not do any good. At the time I wasinduced
to try CuTicuna REMLDIES, he was g0 bad that
1 had to cat his hair 2ll cff, and put the Curi-
cuna {(ointment) on himon bandages, &8 it was
$mposaibie to toueh him with the bare hand.
There waa not one square inch of skin on his
whole body that was »rot affected. He Was one
mass of sores, and the stench from him was
frightful, Thbe handages used to stick to khis
gkin, and in reraoving them it used to take the
skin of with theniy and the screams from the
peor child weore heart-breaking. I began to
think that he wonld never get well, batasier the
sceond application of CUTICURA (ointment) 7
Legan to seesigns of improvement, and with the
tLi:d and fourth epplications the sores com-
meneed to dry nps, His skin peeled off twenty
times, but it finaily yiclded to the treatraent. I
vsed the Coricura REsoLVENT for his blood,
and now I can say that he is entirely eured, and
a stronger and healthier boy you never saw than
ke is to day.

You ean use this testimonial in whatever way
vou plesse, and if any proof outstde of my word
is neaded I will refer to any of our neighbors,

ROBERT WATTAM,
Dec. 13, 1837. 4728 Cook 8t., Chicago, Ill.

Sprgoy CrEs TREATMENT POR TORTURING AND Dis-
FIGURING 13UMORS. — Werm baths with CUTICUEA SOAP,
gentle anvinlings with CUTICURA {ointment],

purest
ilient skin cures,and mild doses of CuTicUrAa R~
:‘;‘:un. greatest . cu:l"blnod purifiers wﬁhumurm. ;

S0'd througheut the world. POTTER DRUG AX® Craul
throug! A ’
Coxy., Prope., Boston. Howto Baby Humiors, fres.

{ beginning!

from abroad ran to meet

THE RUN

TELEPHONE 1046,

[ANS, GRAY, CARRIE

Store closes at 10 o’clock

ight, and remains closed until

"Tuesday
"Morming
2z Q O’Clock

Wishing all our patrons a VERY
MEerRY CHRISTMAS and a HaPPY
and PRosPEROUS NEW Y EAR, we
are yours for all that is best.

The Runians, Gray, Garie Go.,

208, 210, a10%, 212 Dundas Street, = -

e _-.;_“:mm

WHAT OTHERS SAY.

— .

The ‘Tobacco Knight.
[Hamilton Spectator.]

Sir Macdonald is none of your com-
mon plugs.

How Cruel.
{Boston Globe.]
Professor Garnier is going back to

Africa to study monkey talk—and yet
the scciety season in New York is just

Canvacsing Oandidates
{Hamilton Herald.]

The Loondon Advertiser says that Mr.
Teetzel’'s plan of conducting a cam-
paign without canvassing is excellent
in theory but isn’t practicable. Well,
it is-being put in practice by Mr. Teet-
zel. ‘Whether it will be successful or
not is another question.

Hali"ax's Bright Outlook.
[Halifax Chronicle.]
With ‘the terminal facilities at Deep
Water completed, the I. C. R. furnish-
ed with modern locomotives and

freight care, the canals deepened t0
fourteen feet, and 1. C. R. western can-
nections pertected, the future of Halifax
will be very largely in the hands of

IMPORTERS,

LONDON.
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her own people. 1t is steady, persever-
ing enterprise that tells. 4

A Tender-Hearted Officer. l
[New York Sun.]

Theé death in Michigan of the cat
captured from the Cr.stobal Colon by
the. crew of the Oregon recalls many
etriking finstances of = the attachment
which sailors have for all sorts and

ocnditions of animals. To illustrate how
far the sentiment sometimes goes, wWe |
take this from the London Times, |
where it appears in the column devot- !
ed to court and personal intelligence: |

“As Commander Lewis Blackburn of |
the cruiser Blenheim was leaying the |

hulk Royal Adelaide |

in Chatham

_dock-yard on the night of Nov. 24 a |

gazelle which he had recently brought
him, and

while affectionately rubbing againss §

him fell overboard. Commander Black=
burn. who was in full uniform,prompt-
ly plunged into the basin, although the
risk was great, the mnight being in-
tensgly dark and there being chains
beitween the Adelaide and other ships.
Shouting for lights to be brought, he
kept himself and the gazelle afioat un-
til both were rescued.”

He prayeth well who loveth well
both man and bird and beast.

The Doge’s Palace.
{Montreal Witness.

“The reported subeidence of the walls
of the Doge’s palace at Venice reminds
us of Byron's lines:

“O Venice, Venice, when ithy marble
halls

Are leveled with the waters, there
shall be

A cry-of mations o’er thy sunken walle, |

~A loud lament across the weeping

gea.”

To othere, perhaps, of a later school,
will recur Ruskin’'s

ice,” but to all lovers of the romantic !
the powsibility of the sinking of those |

historic buildings will bring a pang of
regret. It is pleasing to learn that the
condition -of the famous buildings is not
as bad as at first reported.

A Canadian and the Pipes.
A
{London Outlook.]

A Canadian pairiot was In the Em-
pire Music Hall, Glasgow, recently,
cheering Piper - Findlater Ilike mad.
Someone dared to hiss. The Canadian
angrily protested. “Why do they thiss
him?” he exclaimed. “Because we don’t
want him.”’ “But he is a hero.” ‘“What

did he ever do?’ “Why,” exclaimed the
ardent Canadian, “he was shot through
both legw, and then sat down.”-“'Could-
na help it,” came the answer pat. “But

he went on playing the pipes.” “‘Secona |

nature,” said the dour Scot; “I'll fust
tell ye. This man did nothing unusuad!
Take the firot ten Highland pipers you
meet with, Start them playing; shoot
them through both legs; down they'll
sit -and keep on playing.” Thum doza the
practical Scot shiver in a few words
the glamor surrounding the hero of
Dexgal

“Stones of Ven- |

l LIGHT AND SHADE.

Worried
“Henry, I wish you would let me
give you your Christmas present now."”
| “Why, Clara?”
“rr - - H .
I I'm worn out changing
!abuut it.”—Chicago Record.

my mind

l His Ead Cocmpany.
‘ Smithson—You can always judgc 2
man by the company he keeps.
Johnson—That’s pretty ‘tough on the
ljailer of a prison, isn't it?—Tit-Bits.

| Somewhere

| Somewhere, in. scme secluded spot,
As yet fresh painted and unknown,

|That which I seek awaiteth me,

b While I perspire and fret and groan,

| Somewhere my lahor and my pain

| _Will end, and end with joyful shout,

| Somewnere—its rent extremely low—

l I'll find a flat without an out.

I'll find the best of plumbing there;
I'll find the rooms just what 1 nced;

I’ tind the lamdlord prompt to sec=
That tenants are not made to blecd,

I'll find the neighbors fond of peacc;
No cats or dogs, no things that jar;

{ The house not on the busy street,

' But from the street cars not too far

' There'll 'be

‘ ““Palms,”
¥

i
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no girls who murder

Or ‘tear thejr hair o’er “Cstler Joe,”
{ No small boy plays a martial drum
Within @ #nile of where 1 g0,

A lawn, green vines, and things

that;
The rent? Ah, that will trifling be,
For somewhere, in a favored spot,
Steam heated heaven waits for me.
—Boston Globe.

1ile
JUS. <

A New Definition.
Little Mike—Feyther, phwot
octogenarian?
McLubberty—An
| by, is @ mon thot
! aich fut.

is an

octogenarian, me
has eight toes om

No Need to Wait.
Mamma (to Ethel, who is telling an

! original fairy story while being put to
| bed)—Now, dear, stop your story for a
;little while; Francis is going (o say
» her prayers.

i  Francis—Oh, mamma; can't Ethel
iplease go on? I can hear hev just /s
well “'while I'm praying?




