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tions and burdens imposed, high handed proceed-
ings countenanced, the press muzzled and a
reign of mental terrorism inaugurated, to the
detriment of freedom of utterance but the most
^hameless attacks have been made under the
form of supposed free parliamentary govern-
ment on the political rights and liberties of the
people.

The extension of the i.arliamentary term be-
yond the constitutional period was a clear viola-
tion of the Constitution, and a further extension
was only prevented by the opposition which the
proposal encountered. Had those in power, had
those who are contemplating further assaults on
Canadian autonomy, had in fact all the reaction-
aries m Canada had their way the people of theDominion would not, even now, have the oppor-
unity of registering their verdict at the polls ashey are entitled under the Constitution to do atthe expiration of every five years. Nor is this

bund Parliament, which had exceeded its consti-
tutional term and which had utterly lost the con-

sorv fl f ;'-'°«^. •»- -bstituting compul-

to the tradftion il ,K,licy of Canada, but was op-


