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l><t i;il)l)its ever run ?

^Vlly do liKiscs liirn tlioir oars 1

\\ illi wliicli tMul (Iocs !i wiisp stinj^? a mosquito?

Do little pij^s sliuw auy signs of affection?
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Tlio subjects and lupics listed in the Courses of Study have
ncirly all hcen reviewed in these pages. Liuiitations of space

and lack of knowledges on the writer's part are not the oidy

rea^^ons why the treatment of the topics has l>een suggestive

rather than exhaustive. Two of the photogravures in the

iMKik have hoon introchiced to emphasize the important fact

that the best part of the teacher's preparation to conduct any
particular Nature Study lesson is his own first-hand investiga-

tion of the object or phenomenon, and not the browsing he

may do in a libiary. But tliat the library may furnish, if not

the most important, at least a very useful supplementary aid

is recogniz<'d in the i-eferences to nature literature with which
the paragranlis abound. The books named under the respective

to})ics ai-e the mtjst helpful, inexpensiveones known to thewriter.

Nature Study is more method than subject-matter. It

should be judged by <|uality, not by quantity. The highest

criterion of success in teiiching it is increase of power rather

than of knowledge,—of j)ower to observe, judge, act, sympathize

and enjoy. You should not be expected to hurry your class

over the whole course; a life as long as Methuselah's would
be too biief to study it thoroughly by the discovery method.

Determine how much time should be given each day to this

kind t)f work, and select from what is available that which

seems to promise the best results. Aim to train the children

for useful and happy lives l)y exercises that seem "to them to

be '• worth while " now, and that bring them happiness in the

doing. Study the tastes, interests, and environments of the

pupils to guide you in choosing the work. This b(M)k is put

forth in the hope that if the exercise or object you select is

named in its index you will there l)e ref«Mred to pages that

may lendei' you assistance in realizing the right ideal.


