
INTRODUCTION.
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I find inys.ll to-.iifcht in a pos.tum wliuh calls for some txplana-
tK.n. ll.c pbttonn .s m.l m, spl.ra nor luvc I anv incl.nat.on Inr it

truch .CS-, ,Io I i,.cs„.uc to U- .UTo l,y ivason ,.t anv vv.ikIU uI.kI. my
oi.Muons .nay car^v. I stand lK..ron.- y..„. against >ns own vvisl, lu,m a
pn.l.m.ul .vn.o .,fd-.,ty, an.l I la^ your Midul^^f.Kv n, t!.c i^-rlormance of
a task v.liirh I wo-ii.l );Ia<lly Ifav.- in al.ltT hands.

Kver since hostilities broke ont in Sontli Afii. i I 1, ,ve l.een
impressed wth tiie great importance of a proi^r nn<k rstandn.K of the
siihjea U thepeo-.lcof Cuia.ia, nnd particularly .m this l.order where
naturally, ve are more or le.-s i-.tltrerced l.y the ^ ,ews entcrtamcd bv ou,^
iie.>;hh<,.s ac.oss the river, and they in turn to some extent draw conclu-
•sions from what thev- see a>ul hear ,.n th.^ side. As it became more and
more manifest that mi.sconcepti.m exis.e.l m both cu,n„n.nities I made
auefTort t. hrliuc Dr. I'arkin, (Principal of Upper Cana.la College and
perhaps s.-o-.>n<i to uono I's an uithority upon Imperial subjects* whose
elocinent voice not lon^ ag.. was heard in this hall, ta pay us another
visit, I used ever) aiKumeut I could command to persu.de him to come-
but lie replied that t was absolutely impossible for him to get awas

.

For months
: have been studying the subject for my own satisfac-

tion, and among other things I have obtained the British Blue Books
thereon. These, as many of u know, are the ofTicial record, containiiur
the despatches on l>oth .side.s. They are absolutely no„.partisan bccu.se
the sta.ements and arguments of the Transvaal are printed with the s .me
fnllness and accuracy as those of Kngland. Thev are conscquentlv free
from that bias which is apt to appear, however little intended, -n any
other narrative.

In the course of conversation a number of my friends became
aware that I po.s.ses.sed and had diligently read these books Many <.f
them found therein information entirely new to them; .several conf-ss-d
themselves much .strengthened thereby in their previous views- a;,d others
that serious doubts formerly entertained w-eie entirely removed, to their
great peace of mind.

A number (,f these acquaintances represented to me that it w is inmy power to perform a public .service by making known „, a more general
way what I had communicated to them privately. If th.Tt be true as I
hope it is, I should be lacking in patriotism if I hesitated to assume the
task because it would be more agreeable to my feelings to sit in the
audience than to stand where 1 now am.

It may be thought by some of you unnecessary that anything
more should be ,sai<l upon a subject \vhicli has already been so much
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