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REPORT.

The coimnittee onforeign relations to whom was
rejerred the message of the president of the
United States, of the 1st of June^ 1812,

REPORT....

THAT after the experience which the United
States have had of the great injustice of the British
government towards them, exemplified by so many
acts of violence and oppression, it will be more diffi-

cult to justify to the impartial world their patient for-
bearance, than the measures to which it has become
necessary to resort, to avenge the wrongs and vindi-
cate the rights and honor of the nation. Your com-
mittee are happy to observe, on a dispassionate view
of the conduct of the United States, that they see in
it no cause for censure.

If a long forbearance under injuries ought ever to
be considered a virtue in any nation, it is one which
peculiarly becomes the United States. No people
ever had stronger motives to cherish peace : none
have ever cherished it with greater sincerity and zeal.

But the period has now arrived, when the United
Stales must support their character and station among
the nations of the earth, or submit to the most shame-
ful degradation. Forbearance has ceased to be a vir-

tue. War on the one side, and peace on the other,
is a situation as ruinous as it is disgraceful. The mad
ambition, the lust of power and commercial avarice
of Great Britain, arrogating to herself the complete
dominion of the ocean, and exercising over it an un-
bounded and lawless tyranny, have left to neutral
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