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witli us, Steam Fire Engines shonltl be portable, and con-
atruted on siieb a principle, as not to be easily put out of or-

der. From the Rf3port of the Special Committee appointed
to make trial of Steam Fire Engines in Boston, last year, it

ai)pears, that of 4 Engines—the best that could be procured
—one weighed, 7,330 lbs., another, 7,4H0 lbs., another,
S),330 lbs., and the fourth, 9,415 lbs. The shortest time oc-

cupied in raising steam to GO lbs. pressure, from cold water,
was lOi minutes. The greatest horizontal distance thrown
of a single stream of 1^ inches, through 200 feet of hose, was
1 G3 feet, and the greatest vertical height 1 10 feet. This does
not seem a very wonderful performance, but the advantage is,

that a Steam Engine would continue to throw such a stream
as long as it was supplied with fire and water. On the other
hand, the weight, being three or four tons, would require, at

least four horses to move one of them on a level, and six
horses, when it would be necessary to ascend a liill. The
cost of one of these Engines, in Boston, is about three thou-
sand dollars.

As a Steam Fire Engine would be of comparatively little

use, until the city is better supplied with water, and as it is

highly probable that a cheaper and lighter class of steam
machines will be introduced before long, the Committtee
think it would be wise to make further enquiry before pur-
chasing a Steam Fire Engine, and suggest that His Worship
the Mayor shall take such steps, by correspondence, or other-
wise, as will put the Council in possession of the latest infor-

mation on this point.

This brings the Report to the discussion of what is after
all, the real difficulty—the obtaining of a more abundant sup-
ply of water.

The Directors of the Halifax Water Company, in a state-

ment recently submitted to the public, complain of some want
cf courtesy, on the part of the City Council, and of this Com-
mittee, in reference to their proposition, previously described.


