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" Horrible."

" Anu now, she'll not have a single regret for

him."
** I should think not," said the colonel ; and he

spoke in a tone of such dejection, that it went to

his wife's heart more than any reproach of Kitty's

could have done. '* You're all right, and nobody

blames you, Fanny ; but if t/ou think it's well for

such a girl as Kitty to find out that a man who

has had the best that the world can give, and has

really some fine qualities of his own, can be such a

poor devil, after all, then /don't. She may be the

wiser for it, but you know she won't be the hap-

pier.

" Oh don't^ Dick, don't speak seriously ! It's so

dreadful from i/ou. If you feel so about it, why
don't you do something ?

"

" Oh yes, there's a fine opening. We know, be-

cause we know ever so much more, how the case

really is ; but the way it seems to stand is, that

Kitty couldn't bear to have him show civility to his

friends, and ran away, and then wouldn't give hira

a chance to explain. Besides, what could I do un-

der any circumstances ?
"

*' Well, Dick, of course you're right, and I wish

I could see things as clearly as you do. But I really

believe Kitty's glad to be out of it."

" What y " thundered the colonel.

" I think Kitty's secretly relieved to have it all

over. But you needn't stun me."


