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Miucl. i« .s«i,| .,,,,1 wiitt..,, uboi.t the- |, „r hu„mn s„„„..stio,.
..necai, roadi •• un.|.-rN(.m.| timt tlir ,|. .1, wl„. was rivuio^l i„
an or<lo.- sup, lo o.ii-s, can .'XiTCMNe thin ,,ow.r i„ a -.-at.T
deK,-.,., I.nt nov.r t,. theoxtont of .l.-stroyii.^onr In.v will" T,us
beli..f, t„„n. or le,s ,li«to.t...l it. popular t»l,.-, aiwl ov.ivlai.j with
port.c Hctions. yet unvaryii.j.- in its fcntral idea, is foui..l i„ the
rehjjions of all priinit.ve peoples such as the Kjryptians Assyr-
lans, ChaMeaus and Hebrews, as wll as in that of the (Jreeks
an.l Honmns, an.l is clearly traceable to one ori-inal source
Ihe story of the temptation and fall of i.ur (irsl l.trenls in Kden
(Gen. Ill) was handed down from .sire to son, and with it some
of tho.Mlused loiowled^'e ref^ardiuK the -supernatural possessed
by Adam and Kve. The Sacred Scriptures leave no doubt of
the existence of an evil spirit, ever the enemy of the human
race. In the books of the Old Testament he is spoken of as
"the ene.ny," "the adversary" (Satan): and in the Hrst and
Jiecond chapters of the Book of Job we are given an insight of
his character as the malicious tempter of the virtuous In the
third chapter of Zachary we see him as the accuser of ^hose
whom he haa duped, to prevent, if possible, their repentance
And the Book of Wisdom t^Usus that " God created man incor-
niptible. and to the image of His own likeness He made him.
But by the envy of the devil death came into the world."—
(II, 23, 24.) To this sacred writer the Kail in Eden of our First
Parents, with death as one of its o.nse,,ucnces, wa.i no myth or
poetic legend, but a .sad historic fact. The existence of the ;.jvil
as a being endowed with intelligence and will, his enmity to
mankind, and his power to injure, can be proved from various
passages of the Old Testament.

In the fuller Revelation of the (Sospel Dispensation we find


