
i," FhlViTH.")

" FuEUKKiciox, Mav "JTiIi, IbiiH.

" Beak Sir—I now t'oiw arc! you a copy of Mr. Lii>;ht's eertificate.

1 scnclit to you for your personal information, and ilo not wish its

contents made public, without first obtaininLj the consent of tlio

Government to such a course. 1 suppose that the present permis-

sion will answer your purpose.
" Yours truly,

" S. L. TILLEY.
" W. II. ScoviL, Esq., St. Jolin."

(copy.)

"European and Noiitii Amekioax Railwav,
Ewjineer's Otjice, 30th Nov. 1857.

" RODEUT Jardinb, Esq.,

Chief Commissioner of Railvrays.

" Sin—I have carefully examined the Iron Rails delivered by the
' Favourite' and the ' Middlcton,' and am sorry to bo obliged to

report that they are very badly rolled indeed. Many of the bars

arc ^ of an inch larger on the base than the pattern sent, and an

Cfjually large number |- of an inch smaller, entirely precluding the

possibility of the Hail making a proper fit in the cliair. The ends

of the bars ar ; likewise very carelessly sawn ofi', many of them being

full f of an inch off the plumb, so that if the ends of two of these

Hails are laid together, there would be a V or vacant space of ^ of

an inch at eitlier the top or bottom of the joint, as the case may be,

and this is quite connnon. The tops of the Rails are likewise not

of the same size, and very many of those already delivered, arc odd
Icngtlis other tlian those specified.

" We have laid about an half mile of the iron brought by tlic

' Favourite,' and although we have taken unusual care to nuitch the

Rails, and have rejected a largo number as unfit to lay at all with

the present fastenings ; we have yet found it almost impossible to

lay a perfect track with them, the sizes of the Rails being so un-

even. I liavG no hesitation in saying that, taking the iron as a

whole, I consider it the very w-orst specimen of rolling I have seen.

1 have as yet had no opportunity of tcstiny the quality, but if Mr.
ReciVs surmise be true, vis., that the manufacturers have put the best

portion of the pile in the base of (he Rail, this will have the effect

of rcdueiny the tiltimate durability of the iron very materially.

Assuming the cost of the iron in England to be £8 5s. per ton,

and adding the commissions, freights, insurance, &c., as well as

the carriage to the works in this country, I conceive that this iron,

when laid down upon the road, is actually worth at least £2 per
ton less than good iron made exactly in accordance with the pat-

terns and specifications, and the best part of the jjile laid, where it

ought to be, viz., in the top or bearing surface of the Rails.

" ' am, Sir, yours, kc,
.

'' ALEX. L. LIGHT,
•' Enirineor."


