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had feigned to be reconciled. The list of April 30th, of the follow-

ing year, contains sixty naincy, that of the fu>t Siinihiy in May
fifty-four. Duringlhe sin^^le month of May, of the year 16S7, four

hundred and ninety seven persons were reconciled to the Cliurch,

which they had seemed to ab:nu!i)n."

I apprelienil that Dt. Beavi'n's idea of the recnncili'iiion of peni-

ttnts, wliatever may have been i he character of thi'ir oiience, by

ihe haniis of the iU//j/A//v/, coiresponds, essentially, vvilii what is

here described.

In England such remains of this discipline as yet exist in any

formal shape, are matters very much reserved to the Kcclesiasti-

cal Court*. Among ourselves any ])ari!cular rogulalions which

may be required upon the suliject, will fall within the province of

our Synods.

The parts res:per,tively taken by the Clertiy and Laity in the acts

of excornmunica'ion and re-admissinn, (lor it appears that the Laily

bore a share in them) according to A|)ostolic usage, and that whicli

still prevailed in se\eral succeeding ages, ore thus slated by Whitby,
one of our l)est and most learned commentators, in his note upon

2^ Cor. ii, G.

•'In the piimi ive Chiroh. \vhpn any person was to be excomminiicatetf,

the laity were fust consulted about he lact, ihe j^uiliy person p'euiled iniheir
jj'cseiice : they jiiils;i-<l ol' the matter of I'.ct, as do mirjiiiics in ciiniinal causes,

and by their sulVi age they coiisoiiti'd to iiis ciideiunaiion, as St. Cyprian d^'h
otleii iiit'om us: but then he slill ass(Mt<, that neither they, nor tiie in-

fedor clergy could pass the sentence of excommunicition without the liishop,

vho, as the presid nt of the Assenibly still pronounced the sentence. 'I hey
also coi sent>d lo re-admission of them into lavor, and to the conitnunion of
the Church ; but then iheir actual adt^ii^sioll \va< peifonned by ijie impusi-
tion of Vie hands of the lii-liop and cler.y, the |.ower of the keys, Sjiih l;e

bi.ing given to tln;Ui by Christ, sayuig, Thou art I'e'.er, 8iic."

Nothing, certainly, can be more opposed to th.e Gospel than to

make one human being dependent for the welfare of his soul, upon
any arbitrary power or supposed authority which works like a churm
residing in another. IS'olhing more opposcil to the sentiment and
practice of the primitive Church, than w hat Archi/ishop Ussher, as

quoted by Chillingvvorth, (both niiiintainiiig liio legitimate power
of the keys) calls " this nc^v pick-lock of sacramental conjessinn

obtruded upon men's cons-ciences ts neces.-ary to salvation, i)y the

Canons of the late conventicle of 'I'rcnt, in the M Session.'' A
IVlinister may help his brother in spirilutd dilliculties and pronounce
him in peace with the Church : it isa feature of the Minisl.'rial ofhce :

he may preserve the Church from scandal by an atitliorilalive ex-
clusion from privileges, and his ministerial acts, rightly and reason,

ably exercised according to the received rules of the Church, carry
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