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tells us, one little flower is more magnificently arrayed than
the richest monarch of ancient times.

And in those (lowers every number that would cause an
unharmonious division of color is avoided, and every number
that causes the colours to blend swoetly and beauli''"lly, pro-
duced ; we find the trefoil, the cin(|uefoil, tho siri'oil, the per-

fect number seven, the (lower with twelve div'^ions, and most
of thom reducible to pr()|)or<ions of a cross within a circle, or

segments of a circle ; and tho appearance of every star is that

of a cross within a circle. But to say a few words on the

beauty of these conmion things, as far as 1 am al all competent
to speak of them, nothing can be more strikingly beautiful

than the sinipUist and most ordiniuy llowcrs.

Let ns take first the Kibes sanuuinrum. Can any thing bo
more ex(inisite than the arrangonicnt and colouring of this

fiower ? Tfie principal sleni is straight, and garnished with a
few k'avos for the most part arranged in tnj)lcts, and imme-
diately above or below each of these is set the flower-stem,

opening at the top into a pendant cluster of eight or ten of the

most charmingly coloured and distinct flowers, each a cinqne-

foil, cup-like in form, tho outside being a rich crimson, fringed

with peiicillings of black, the inner surface a delicate pink,

with five little <lashos of rose colour, corres|)onding to the five

leaved stem, with a little crown of green in the centre to setoff

tho whole.

Observe again tho purple Petunia. Hero the stem is bent

into a most elegant curve, and brunches off into side stems,

with two broadishand well developed leaves of singular beauty,

springing tVom the main stem at just intervals. On the side-

stems are set the flowers. These art; five-sided and of a lovely

pmple, whilst a small wheel of black in the centre, set ofT by
a white eve, darts forth its rays to every Jiart of the circum-

ference, ;uid gives great richness to the colour and distinctness

to the shape.

Can any arrangement be more lovely than that of the Mln-
ulus Sinithii? On a short thickish stem of green and pink, arc

set four pear-shaped leaves, with serrated edges of light green,

divided by seven most graceful curves of a darker green, edged
slightly with brown, and all seven meeting in- a point at the

upper part of the leaf. As a contrast to these fine forms, the

fiower springing from the main stem, forms itself into two or

more cups of trumpet form, and of the purest yellow, with a

bright crimson spot in the centre, and a kind of "milky way,"
if such an expression may be allowed, of crimson spots scat-

tered over a portion of its surface.

Observe the beauty of the Hibiscus Lindleii. Here we have

a stem nearly straight, entirely green, with pendant leaves.


