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Tiio Jlwkdvanlagcs ure tlmi the tlai cost in

•omuwlmt groutcr, and they rcquiro heavier
raiU. The (luestion ia tncrolv ouo of econo-
my, and it has boon settled by an oxpcrioiico

of lifteoa years in favor oi heavy engines.

CONDCCTINO OF TIIK WORK.

T wouhl recommend that the work be di-

vided into yearly sections. The first section

may extend from Bed docs road to Sack-
villo—fifteen and a half miles. It is esti-

mated at forty-ono thousand pounds for grad-
ing, and thirty-one t' ousand pounds for su-

perstructure— making seventy-two thousand
pounds in the whole. This will retjuire for

grading about one hundred and sixty-four

thou^iand days' work of :ncn and liorscs, and,
allowing two hundred and seventy working
(lay; in a year, the number of men and horses

required will be about six hundred— say live

hundred and fifty men and fifty horse;;, or,

which is equivalent, one hundred and sixty

men throughout the year, and twelve hun-
dred men for four months in winter. It will

also require about one hundred and seventy

men during the summer, to lay the super-

structure. This section may bo finished in

November, 1850, and would !)c immediately
used for bringing sliip timber and various

kinds of lumber and timber to Sackville, and
would also bo useful in tho transportation of
materials for the remainder of the road,

Tho next section might i\n from Beddoes
Road to Newport Road, sixiccn and a half

miles. Tho estimate for grading is about
sixty thousand pounds, to Wi.icU add thirty-

three thousand pounds for superstructure,

gives ninety-three thousand pounds. Tho
grading will require two hundred and fifty

thousand days work, wliicli, at the same pro-

portion for their winter and summer labour
will require two iiundred and forty men
throughout the year, ami eighteen hundred
men extra in the four winter month, with a
proportionate number of horses—also, about
one hundred aud eighty men in tho summer,
for laying the superstructure, which would bo

completed in Autumnof 1851. This would let

in ship timberand lumber from both sides of the

Ardoise Hill,and probably lime, plaister, hay,

and farm produce from Newport and Ilawdon.

The third section may reach from Newport
road to Windsor, and from Sackville to Ha-
lifax. Tho grading and bridging will come
to about fifty thousand pounds, which at tlio

same calculatioTi as above, will require two
hundred thousand days work of men and
borses; butas this work will be in exposed situ-

ations, womay suppose it pretty evenly spread

over the year. This section, including tho

superstructure, will require about eight hun-
dred men and a ]^ uportionato number of

horses. In the Spri ^ of 1S52 tho part from

Newport road to the St Croix may be finished.

By following this course there would bo six

Riontha for preliminaries and surveys, and
three years for building tho road. This is as

short a time as the work can possibly bo done

la witliout great injury to other interests, unil
most probably to that of atockholdcni them«
twlvcs.

In the building of all tho American Rail
Roads which I have been al>Io to get an uc-
count of a considerable time has l>een con-
sumed.
For tho Boston and Lowell Rail Road thd

Act of incorporation was passed in June,
IH'M), Tho construction commenced in 1831,
and the Road was opened in tho Spring of
J83G, making altogether between five and
six years. The lougth of tho road twenty-
five miles.

Tiie Boston and IVovidcnco Rail Road re-
ceived its charter in June, 18.11, and the sur-
veys were commenced in July of tho samo
year. In December, 1832 tho work was
commenced. In June, 1834, twelve milea
were opened, and in Juno, 1835, tho road wafl

opened throup,hout—making four years in
tht» whole. T'.ie length of the road is forty-

seven miles.

For tho Bonton and Worccbtcr Rail Road,
tho first surveys were made in tho summer of
1831. In April, 1833, tho grading was going
on in several places and nine miles opened ;

and tho whole was opened about tho end of
1835, being about four years and a half. Tho
length of tho road forty-four and a half miles.
Tho Western Rail Road is a continuation

of the Boston and Worcester Rail Road to
Albany, about one hundred and (ifty-six

miles. It was intended to draw a part of tho
trade of tho West through Boston : had a
loan of four millions of dollars from the
State and one million from the corporation of
Albany, and was besides pushed forward by
tho wealthy cajjitalists of Boston. There was
therefore no want of funds. The Company
for constructing this road was formed in 1835,
in 1839 it had been carried to Conneetieut
river—about fifty-four miles—and it was fn-
ished in tho Autumn of 1842, about seven
years from the commoncement of the sur-
veys.

The Boston and Maine Railroad, seventy
three miles, was eight years. The Eastern,
fbrty-one miles, five years. And tho Nashua
and Lowell, fourteen miles, four years in
building. The time required for constructing
these roads shows that three years is the very
least that ought to be applied in the construc-
tion of tho Halifax and Windsor road. In>
deed, it is probable that four or even five
years will prove more in accordance with the
supply of labour that can be spared from other
avocations. By taking a considerable timo
in the construction of the road* it can be ea-
sily done by the means already existing in
the country, and without abstracting the la-

bour from other interests. There is a large
body of labouring men out of employment
from the middle of October to the middle of
April each year. At the very leasts one third
of the men and horses in the agricultural dis-

tricts, might, during three months, be ci-
ployed ou roads, without diminiBbing th( oo-


