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Tlioy meeUhe vcrlrl wllh hold assrrtion strong,

And lioM itliiiit— be the fuct riglit or wroiiy:,

Few arc the excpplious—lluongli tlie sevciitccii States,

To this same riuf j iii all Uieir bcbt debutes.

H.'ireselfii>!j pissions fill thj seal of law,

Tlicse gainst the trulii, Aita wicked bias draw^

Towardy tluil end, tiicir interest m;ty require, (3)

Or (o ^^hit veiigeai'ce, or appease liesiro
;

"j'riitii is uot ciieriih'd in a venal Slate,

Justice is simother'd, wilh insulting- j)rate
;

Law has no pow'r e'en criuiinais to bind.

Law is the will of every Ruler's mind,

And while !>.is '3 falsehood loads the theme of pow'r.

Interest and frand will iioncsty devonr ;

When untauglit i<3niorance is plac'd to rule,

Pcw'r gives an ample field to play the fool
;

Despots dwell hero—in every paltry town,

V/ho pull the sacred rights of freedom down
;

" Like dogs in office," domineer wiih pride
;

AVhatis that pow'r, which honor cannot guide,

Kor moral rectitude—nor holy rii^ht?

'Tis hateful darknesr^, hiding Heav'niy light.

Oh happ.y England

—

wliile this theme I trace.

The stream of sorrow steals adown my face.

How art thou paUied—how art thou emp'oy'd,

That in thy justice there appear-^, a voif] ? (4)

Know'st thou in prisons dire thy sons are bound.

In loath«o<ne cells, Ktr'^tch'd on the filthy gromd ?

Confin'd for wretches, born without a name.

Whom th'^ base government pretend to claim ?


