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Washington City, July 30*

]Pfom WilUam Berry^ midshwtnan in thefrigate Chesa*^

peake. ^

piR—I confkler myself bound tp lay before you what
came under ray kuowledge while on board the Chesa-

peake» to well as Mi,board the Shaofion*

After the eo^my l^d coin|dete possesnioD of the ship*

wMAhipmeo Randolph and Flushman were ordered frocn

the fore and maio'top. In coming dovn the shrouds lieut.

Falkner (the British officer) said to his nien» kiU those

i^kumted rea&ila. Then, ann immediately, several mua«
kets were discharged at them, but without effect. My
£tatioQ was in the mizen-top, where I had an opportunity

of seeing their actioos. I was looking on deck when I

caw one of the C^eeapeake^s men crawling along, attempt-

ing to get bdow wHh one of Ms legs dff. One of the ene-

tt^ stepped up to him nfith his cuSas^i and immediately

jpuit on end to his existence. Lieut. S'alkncr looked up
ID the mizen-top

; pointed at me, said he to his men, go up
three of you and throw that damned Yankee overboard.

They immediately rushed up, seiziitg n>e byihe collar,

sow, said they, you damned Tattkee, you shall swim for

U, attempting lo throw mie overboard; but I got witlun

the rigpogy when one of them kicked roe hi the breast,

which was the cause of my falling ;|being stunped by the

fall, I lay some time senseless, and when I came to, I mas-

cut over the head with a cutlass, which nearly terminated

my existence. Eleven of our midshipmen were confined

In a small place, nine feet by six, with an^ld sail to lie on,

and a guard at the door, until a day or two before our ar*

'rival at HaliliBx ; and likewise eleven of us upon five ra-.;

tions, and some days only one meal. Our clothes were
taken on board of the Shannon ; lieut. ^Vallis, tlie com-^

manding officer on board, would not let us ts^e our clothes

below with us, but pledged his word and honor as an ojBTi-

Ccr, we should receive our clothes. But we discovered

next morning that their midshipmen htul on our clothes

and side arms. We were conversuig together respecting

ow <<lothes- oae of their ipidsbipmeu overheard our coa-
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