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might be quoted, if it were thought neceffary to

cite the decifions of judges for the eftabliiliment of

doclrines ; which, having been interwoven into

our conllitution, are taught us in our youth and

are imprinted on our hearts.

It is neverthelefs a very different confideration,

with refpcft to thofe Colonifls; who having afi-

chieved the late revolution, by their efforts, now

form, by their refidence, the citizens of the United

States. Rights may be undoubtedly forfeited,

though privileges cannot be arbitrarily taken away,

A man*s crimes, or even mifcondu6t, may deprive

him of thofe immunities, which he might have

claimed from birth, or derived from an aCl of the

Legiflature : He may be oufcia-A-ed by the fl-alence

of a court of juRice, or he may- be banifh^d by the

united fuffra^^es. of his couniiymtn. Tlie Ame-

rican cit'/.ens, who voluntarily abjured their So-

vereif;n. avo<«,''ed their defign to relinquifh the cha-

ra6ler of fubjefts : The American citizens, who
fwore allegiance to the Government of their own

choice, thereby declared their election, that they

would be no longer conne£ted with a State, which

had mortified their prejudices rather than bereaved

them of rights : And by that conduct and by thofe

offences the revolted Colonics forfeited to the law

all that the law had ever conferred. The Ame-
rican Treaty however acknowledged that avowal :

The recognition of Par! .ment legalized that elec-

tion. But, whether that a6l of the Britifh Govern-

ment, or that a6t ol the Bntiai Legiflature, ought

to

aar^iCErSisa*


