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the rcduftion of that corrupt influence, which is

itielf the perennial fpring of all prodigality, and of
all diforderi which loads us, more than millions

of debt i which takes away vigour from our arms,

wifdom from our councils, and every fhadow of
authority and credit from the moft venerable parts

of our conftitution.

Sir, I aflure yo'j, very folemnly, and with a

very clear confcience, that nothing in the world
has led me to luch an undertaking, but my zeal

for the honour of this houfe, and the fettled, ha-

bitual, fyftematic affedlion I bear to the caufe, and
to the principles of government.

I enter perfedlly into the nature and confc-

quences of my attempt •, and I advance to it with
a tremor that fliakes me to the inmoft fibre of
my frame. I feel, that I engage in a bufinefs,

in itielf moft ungracious •, totally wide of the

courfe of prudent condudt •, and I really think,

the moft compleatly adverfe that can be ima-

gined, to the natural turn and temper of my own
mind. I know, that all parfimony is of a qua-
lity approaching to unkindnefsj and th^t (on
fome perfon or other) every reform muft ope-

rate as a fort of punifhment. Indeed the whole
clafs of the fevere and reftridlive virtues, are at

a market almoft too high for humanity. V/hat
is worfe, there are very few of thofe virtues which
are not capable of being imitated, and even out-

done in many of their moft ftriking efTcdts, by the

worft of vices. Malignity and envy will carve much
more deeply, and finifh much more (harply, in the

work of retrenchment, than frugality amd provi-

dence. I do not, therefore, wonder that gentle-

men have kept away from fuch a talk, as well from
good nature as from prudence. Private feeling

might, indeed^be overborne by legiflative reafon -y

and a man Of a long-fighted and ftrong-«erved

humanity,


