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Pttition ofthi Gtnnal Congrefi />i 1774. 5

The judges of admiralty and \ icc-admiralty courts are

impowcrcd to receive their falaries and fees from the

cffedts condemned by themfelves ; the ofticcrS of the

cui^oms are impowtrtd to break open and enter houfcs,

witliout tlic authority of any civil niagiltiatc, founded on
legal information.

The judgcrs of courts of common law have been made
entirely dependant on our part of the legiflature for their

falaries, as well as for the duration of their commilFions.

Cr-uncellors holding their commi/Tions during pleafure,

c.xercife legiflative authority.

Humble and reafonablc petitions from the rcprefentatives

of the people have been fruitlcfs.

The agents of the people have been difcountenanced,

and governors have betii inftrudted to prevent the payment
of their falaries : AHomblieii have lucn repeatedly and
injurioudy didblved : Commerce has been burtheiicd with
many ufelels and oppreflive rt(tri(Sl:ions.

By feveral ads of parliament made in the fourth, fifth,

fixth, fcventh, and eighth years of your prefent Majefty's

reign, duties are impofcd on us for the purpofc of raifing

a revenue, and the powers of admiralty, and vice-

admiralty courts are extended beyond their ancient

limits ; whereby our property is taken from us without
cur confent, the tryal by jury in many civil cafes is

abolifhed, enormous forfeitures are incurred for flight

oftenccs, vexatious informers are exempted from paymg
damages, to which they are juflly liable, and oppicihve

fecurity is required from owners before they are allowed to

defend their right.

Both houfes of parliament have rcfolved that colonirt

may be tried in England for offences all-dgcd to have been
committed in America by virtue of Itatute, palFed in the

thirty-fifth year of Henry the eighth, and in confequencc
thereof, attempts have been made to enforce that ftatute.

A ftatute was palFed in the twelfth year of your Majerty's

reig;i, directing that perfons coinrjutiin^ any offence

therein


