
V Yet vk cannot biit obfervc, that a Britiih fleet (uftjwftified «v-

«n by atls of vourlegiflature) are daily employed in ruining our

commerce, feizingour Ihips, and depriving whole communities

of their daily bread. Nor wills regard for your honor, permit iis

to be filent, while Britiih troops fully yom glory, by anions

which the moft inveterate enmity will not paliate among civiliz-

ed nations ; the wanton and uneceflary deftrudion of Charles-

Tov\'«, a large, ancient, and once populous town, juft before, dc-

fertcd by its inhabitants, who had fled to avoid the fury of your

foldiery«

If you ftill retain thofe Tentlments of compaflion by which
Britons have ever been diftinguiihed.—If tlie humanity which
tempered the valour of our common anceftors, ha» not dege-

nerated into cruelty, you will lament the miferies of their de-

fcendants*
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. To what are we to attribute this treatment ? If to any fecret

principle of tlie conilitution let it be mentioned-**leC us learn

that the government we have long revered is not without its de-

feds, and th^t while it gives freedom to a part, it nece|iaiily -en

flaves the remainder of the empire. If fuch a principle exifts

why for ages has it ceafed to operated Why at this time is it

called into adion? Can no reafon be aiTigoed for t^is cojtdud?
Or mult it be refolved into the wanton exereife of arbitrary

power ^ And fhskll the defcc'ndanta of Britons tamely fubmitto
this* ?—No Sirs ! We ncvec will, i«(hile we revere the memory of
our patent ahd virtuous anceftors, we never can furrender tlwfe

glorious privileges, for whicii they fought, bled, and Conquered.
Admit that your fleets could deflroy our towns, and ravage our
fea coalls ; •-<• thefe are inconfiderable nbjeds, tilings of no mo-
ment, to men whole bofoms glow with the ardor of liberty.—
\Vt can retire beyond the reach of your navy, and without any
iienlible diminution of tiie necefTaries of life, enjoy a luxury
which from that period you will want ; THE LUXURY OF
BEING FREE.v. - ,..;•„,.,..,. ...... ...>^..

- We know the force of your arms, and was it called forth in

the caufc of juftice and your country, we might dread the ex-
ertion. -—But will Britons fight under the banners of tyranny ?

Will they ccuhteraft the labours, and difgrace the viftories

of their aiiceftots? Will tliey forge chains for their pof-

fterity? If they defcend to this unworthy talk, will their

fw'ords regain their edge, their arms their accullomcd vi-

gor ^ —Britons can never become the !« '^ruments of op-
prcflion
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