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the month ofOflobcr, 1759, has reduced the province of Loui-

fiana to the mofl: deplorable fituation. We fliall not undertake to

enter into a detail of tliL; calamities, of the ruined fortunes, of the

downfal of famili'.s, which were the fatal confequenccs of that

cataflroplie j the couit has before its eyes a more ftriking pidurcof

thofc t'aan it is pjlfible for us to paint, every time it aifcnibles to

take cognizance of the unhappy vidtims of this event. Recovered

from the dejedion into which they had been plunged, the citizens

of Louifiana at lafl began to take heart. Thiy had confulcrcd the

conclufion of the wu: as the end of their misfortunes, and eiiter-

tained hopes that the return of peace would be the moment deftined

for their relief. Agriculture, faid the inhabitants, that real wealth

of a nation, that prolific fource from whence flow all the blcflings

which we enjoy, will now be revived, and will reflore a hundred

fold during the peace, the lofles which we underwent during the

war ; commerce, without which the fruits of the earth have nei-

ther worth nor value, will be revived and encouraged, (Hiid the

merchant) pleafing illufions ! flattering projeds ! what is now be-

come of you ! The farmer, the dealer, all ranks and clafles in the

colony, undergo, in the mofl: profound peace, misfortunes and ca-

lamities which they never felt during a long and bloody war. The

firft fl:roke by which the colony was afflided, was the information

it received of the ceflion made of it by his majefly to Spain : no-

body, doubtlefs, will be furprifed at the profound melancholy

which this news excited in all hearts. The French love their

monarch above all things, and a happy prejudice makes all men

naturally incline to the government under which they arc born.

Let us caft a veil over this event, the pen drops from the hand of a

Frenchman when he attempts to dive into it : what at prefent

ferioufly occupies and fliould cngrofs the whole attention of the

court, is the apprehcnfion of that flavcry with which a new admi-

niftration threatens the colonies of Louifiana. At one time we be-

hold an exclufive company, which, to the prejudice of the na-

tion, is empowered to carry on all the commerce of the remain-
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