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Mimrca^ and another fufficieiit font xwioiht Bay

before the tk'ct for Canada vvoulJ have failed.

But liovv amazing is it, that notwitiiflanding this

fituation of affairs, inftcad of yet i'ending any

fiiccoiirs or protcdion to Minorca^ they, on the

8th of Tl/tf/r/', fend two lliips of the line and

three frigates off Cape Barjlcuf\ to intercept a

coadini.'; convoy only; on the i ith of March

^

two of the line to the Wiji Iml'ics,^ and on the

I 9t!i two of the hne to 'North America^ wjiere

they were infuflicicnt either to protect or acquire

any material objed: : On the 23d o^ March two
of the line and three frigates off Cherbtirgh to

intercept the above coafting convoy alfo, and on

the firfl oi ylpril five of the line (chree of which

returned from watching the coafting convoy)

under Ilolboume to reinforce Ilawke in the Bay,

when he was already much too flrong for the

fleet bound to Canada, fome of them being only

armcs en jlutc, and not expedted out till May,
All of which (hips might have been added to

Mr. Byrig^ fqnadron without endangering Great

Britain, according to the government's own ap-

prehen lions of an invafion at that time.j for if

thefc fliips could be fparcd abroad for the above

fervices, they certainly might for Minorca : and

then Mr. Byng's fquadron would have been 20

of the line and fix frieates. But inftead of add-

ing the above flaips to Mr. Byngs Iquadron they

fent him with only ten of the line, and even

dcnyed him a frigate that he petitioned for to

repeat hisfignals, (fee his Letter to theAdmiralty)

not-


