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Shall then the innocent Hanoverians be quartered

upon, and opprefled by the French troops, and the

Englilh not attack them? Not, if we have any com-

panion for the Electorate : for then the French will

always go thither. And how cruel a hardfhip (hall

we bring upon the country, if we thus make it the

feat of :>ur wars : or when will there be an end of

the poor people's forrows, if by thus confldering

them, as a part of ourfelyes, we furnifh all nations

with the means of annoying us , and make the Hano-

verians backs rue the fmart of every quarrel, which

may happen to arife between Britain, and any other

powers upon the continent? .
-^>

But fome perhaps may fay, let who will attack

the Electorate upon our account, we will revenge

its caufe. We may, if ne pleafe, refolve that we

\vill defend it againft every power in Europe -, but,

V^ithout being at a greater cxpence to maintain that

government, than our ov/n in time of peace, we

cannot defend it againll any. This is an evil,

which neccflarily arifes out of its diftance from us.

The parliament may addrefs for it ; and generous

Bridfh hearts ought to feel for it -, but they cannot

protect it : either from the French, when they are

pleafed formally to attack it ; or from any of the

lefler States of the Empire, if they choofe fuddenly

to over-run it. Do we doubt of this ? The courfe

of the war, has afforded but too many proofs of

pur inability in this refpeCt. How did the war

begin ? The fcene in Germany, opened with our

l^dng in alliance with the Emprefs Queen. And
the


