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overmuch, that is, not to be madly and fantaf-

tically defirous of obtaining all the World's good

Word, and being fo perfedly dilinterefted out of

a Thirft of Praife, as to forgo that Profit, which

is neceflary for our own Prefervation. It is juft,

it is laudable, to have a hearty Concern for the

Welfare of our Neighbours, buc the very Reafon

that convinces us of this, convinces us much more
ftrongly, that it is not either juft or laudable to be

negligent of our felvcs. Yet fo it is, that while

Chriftianity feems, and I am very forry to fay it,

to have but little Influence over the Conduft of

Individuals, its Maxims, over-drained, feem to

be the Rudiments ofModern Politicks ; for other-

wife, how ihould it come to pafs, that in Order

to be thought true Britons^ and good Subjects,

we are enjoined, over and above our AfFeflion for

6ur King and Country, to love certain Neigh-

bours of ours, not only as well, but better than

Ourfclves. Charity is moft certainly an excellent

Thing, but even with Refpe6t to that, there is an

old Proverb, and a ^rue one, that Cbariiy begins

at Hom\ If I am ill of a Fever, my Neighbour
has no right to expeft that I fliould go to fee him,
becaufe he has got a Cold, much Icfs, that I

fhould fend him my Apothecary and Phyfician,

and pay thofe he thinks fit to call, when I have
infinitely more need of Medicines than He. If

a Man is weak enough to call this Charity, I don't

doubt but he may find Neighbours wife enough
to footb him in his Folly, and to keep him run-

ning about, as long as he has Strength to ftand

upon his Legs ; but I know what his Family
will think all the while ; and I know that the

Cafe is much the fame, if transferred from a Man
to a Nation.
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