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have been awhile accuftomed to viiSlory, c^n

no longer be refifted.

Nothing is more fatal to happinefs or^

virtue, than that confidence which flatters us

with an opinion of our own ftrength, and:^

by aiTuring us of the power of retreat preci-'}

pitates us into hazard. Some may fafdyt

venture further than others into the regions,

of delight, lay themfelves more open to the

golden {hafts of pleafure, and advance nearer

to the reftdence of the Sirens ; but he that is

bed armed with conftancy ai^ reafon is yet

vulnerable in one part or other, and to every?^^

man there is a point fixed, beyond which if

he pailes he will not eafily return* It is cer-,

tainly moft wife, as it is moft fafe, to ftop?

before he touches the utmof^ limit, fince c<

very ftep of advance will more and more en-

tice him to go forward, till he (hall at hH
fhter the recefles of voiuptuoufnefs, and

floth and defpondency clofe the paffage be-

'

hind him. -,
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To deny early and inflexibly is the only art

©f checking the importunity of defire, and of

preferving quiet and innocence. Innocent gra-
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