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coercive ; they are rather revered as fathers, than dreaded as lords.

The young attend the public councils for inlliudlion ; here they learn

the hiftory of their nation ; here they are inflamed with the fongs of
thofe who celebrate the heroic ilceds of their ancedors; here the

orators cxprefs their thoughts in a bold and figurative manner,

ftronger than the refined nations of Europe can bear, and with

geftures equally violent, but often extremely natural and expreflive :

here the interefts of the nation are debated on and refolved, they

regulate whatever regards the internal peace and order of the Hate,

and determine on future expeditions ; the bond of friendfliip unites the

fociety ; every one haftens to execute the orders of the fenate, and
fo unanimous are they in their condufl and in all their manners, that

in the hiflory of the tiibe we may read the habits of the individual,

and, reciprocally, in the life of the Indian we have the hiftory of

his nation.

7. Moi/e offVar^ Cruelty.] When a war is refolved on, the princi-

pal captain fummons the youth of the town to which he belongs

;

the war kettle is fet on the fire ; the war fong and dances commence :

the hatchet is fent to all the villages of the nation, and to all its

allies; war fongs and hideous bowlings are heard day and night over

their traft of the country ; the women add their cries t6 thofe of
the men, lamenting the friends they have loft either in war or by a

natural death, and demanding their places to be fupplied by captives

from the enemy. None are forced into the war ; thofe that have a

mind to iliare in the expedition give fmall billets of wood to the war
captain, they are then confidered as enlifted, and it is death to recede.

The warriors have their faces blackened with charcoal and dafhed

with ftreaks of vermilion. The nations of Indians in America are

feparated by vaft defert frontiers, and embofomed in thick and
gloomy forefts, tliat muft be pafled before they meet with the nation

whom they intend to attack ; thefe are fometimes wholly ignorant of

any danger, the enemy having waited whole years to attack them by
furprize, and it falls an eafy prey to the unexpected fury of the inva-

ders : but it more frequently happens that it has notice of the defign,

and prepares to take the fame advantage of the leaft want of vigilance

in thofe who mean to attack them. They light no fires to warm
themfelves, or drefs their victuals, but fubfift on the fruija! pittance

of a little meal mixed with water ; they lie clofe to the ground
during the day, and march only in the night, and even then with

the utmoft precaution. When they difcover an army of the enemy,
they throw themfelves f^at on their faces among the withered leaves,

from which they are hardly difcernible, their bodies being painted of

a colour to refemble them. They generally let a pan pafs unmoleft-

:fd, and then rifing a little, and fetting up a moft tremendous

.Ihcut, which they call the war-hoop, they pour a ftorm of mufket

bullets upon the enemy. The party attacked return the fame cry,

and every man flielters himfelf behind a tree, and fires on the adverfe

party, the moment they rife from the ground to give the fecond

volley : after fighting for fome time in this mmtner, they leave their

covert, and rum upon each other with fmall axes or tomahawks; the

conteft is foon decided, and the conquerors fatiate their favage fury

with the moft horrid infults and barbarities on the dead bodies of

their

m.


