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AGRICULTURAL LANDS

wliich 1 now wish to speak about. It was once inaiutainecl that

California, oxcept to a liniitud extent, could never become an agricultural

country. Industry and enterprise, induced from the same cause

working now upon our people—namely, the necessity of productive

labour for the means of subsistence—have proved the faiJacy of such a

doctrine beyond controversy, for to day California excels the world in her

annual exports of cereals.

It is not necessary to prove the position I take, that British Columbia

is, in the strict sense of tlie word, an agricultural country, or that she

will largely participate in the exportation of grain for the world's use.

fn siicaking of the Mainland, to which my remarks will be nearlv Sulely

couHiied, 1 can safely assert—iirst, that we have, like California, a vastly

greater amount of good agricultural land than we have credit given for.

Secondly, those lands will support an enornrous resident population,

without' the aid of Oreg(m or California. Lastly^ that there is now no

country on tlic Paeilic coast, or perhaps in the world, wliere the invest-

ment of labour and capital in agriculture pays so well as in IJritish

Columbia. In reference to the Iirst position, I may mention the valley of

the Lower Frazer, from the junction of the river with tlie Gulf of Georgia

to the district of H<)])e, a distance of 100 miles, and containing at least

900 S(iuare miles altogether, or about 800,000 to 900,000 acres, for the

most part, Avhere not timbered, arable land, the most fertile belt in the

country, and in many places equal to the celebrated valleys of Sacramento,

ISan Jose, and Santa Clara, in California, or the Williamette, in Oregon.

New Westminster lies 16 miles up the river ; and until after confederation

we had only G,000 acres in cultivation up to that place, but since then,

most of it has been either pre-empted or bought from Government, until

the reserve Avas put on for railway lands. Cattle can feed on this land

the whole year, iuid become enormously fat. However, four years back,

we had only iOO head on this loAver portion. Near the mouth of the

river the productive capacity was tested by Mr. AV. Ladner, on his place,

and found to be innnense, Avheat to the extent tried yielding as high as

GO bushi'ls to the acre ; caiditlowers he sent up to the agricultural show
at New Westminster Aveighed as high as 2Glbs., cabbages 411bs., mangel
Avur/el 3Glbs., carrots 9Jlbs., turnips 3Glbs., srpiash 761bs. Flax grew
Avell, also hops, Avhich averaged '2,5001bs. to the acre, spread over the

house, and the ([uality seemed excellent. The land is also suited for

barley, oats, and rye, and will groAV about three tons of hay to the acre, all

Avithout manure. The loAvest ]tortion of this land Avould lequire to be
leveed, or dyked, about three feet high, but that is not expensive. Above
NcAV Westminster, for about GO miles, including the settlements of Pitt

l^iver, Keitsey, Matsqui, Langley, Sumass, and Harrison River, there are

about 25,000 acres in occupation of resident settlers, Avith about 1,600 head
of cattle, Avhich has been proved by a succession of crops to yield 35 bushels

Avheat to tlie acre, Avith other things in proportion. There are also several

parcels ia speculators' hands for puichasc, but I have not the record of

their holdings. From this section of country we are supplied in Nevr
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