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not moan that, in our desire to bo humane and to act

justly, wo should do anything unreasonable or Quixotic,

or that rights already acquired by white men should

be inconsiderately invaded or recalled ; but I would
venture to put the Government of British Columbia on
its guard against the fatal eventualities which might
arise should a sense of injustice provoke the Indian
population to violence or into collision with our scat-

tered settlers. Probably there has gone forth amongst
them very incorrect and exaggerated information of the

warlike achievements of their brethren in Dakotah, and
their uneducated minds are incapable of calculating

chances. Of course there is no danger of any serious

or permanent revolt, but it must bo remembered that

even an accidental collision in which blood was shed
might have a most disastrous effect upon our j)resent

satisfactory relations with the warlike tribes in the
North-West, whose amity and adhesion to our system
of government is so essential to the progress of the
Pacific Eailway, and I make this appeal, as I may call

it, with all the more earnestness since I have convinced
myself of the degree to which, if properly dealt

with, the Indian population might be made to contribute

to the development of the wealth and resources of the
Province. I have now seen them in all phases of their

existence, from the half-naked savage, perched like a
bird of prey, in a red blanket, upon a rock trying to
catch his miserable dinner of fish, to the neat Indian
maiden in Mr. Duncan's school at Metlakatlah, as mo-
dest and as well dressed as any clergyman's daughter
in an English parish, or to the shrewd horse-riding
Siwash of the Thompson Yalley, with his racers in
training for the Ashcroft stakes and as proud of his
stackyard and turnip field as a British squire. In his
first condition it is evident he is scarcely a producer or
consumer; in his second he is eminently bothj and in
proportion as he can be raised to the higher level of
civilization will be the degree to which he will contribute
to the vital energies of the Province. What you want
are not resources, but human beings to develop them
and to consume them. Eaise your 60,000 Indians to
the level Mr. Duncan has taught us they can be brought


