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mi-tt'd miiun<l with a small ho|t> altout two
l»y thrt't' ft'i't for the cntraiu't' of a " siutw-

hiiusc." Yoii I'aiH'iitcr tl)i> hole upon yitiir

hatuls anil kni't-s ami orawl alony a liorizoii-

tal tunnel finlit or itMi iVet lon^j. You
«u MiMily tinil yourself in a small outt-r

chanilicr. tlu'ti ^fliilf aloni; another tunnel

for the same distanee, when you reach the

burrow proper. This contains two or tliree

Htraw-moss lieds, a tire-|tlace with ventila-

tion in root', ami various articles, such as

rude cookint; utensils, wearing; apparel.

toolrt, spears, ami hows ami arrows.

Kach home is the factory and the store

hou.se for all needful iinidements luid sup-

plies to meet the exif^encies of existence.

Every one knows r)r learns how to make
clothing. Itoats, hows and arrows s|»ears.

tish-nets, sleds, doj;- harness, etc. They are

ver.-ied in woodcraft wiUi lis ihousand in-

tricacies, the paths ihrouf^h tiie endless for-

ests ami frozen tumira.s, throu^^h swam|)s
and rivers with thtdr i>erilous rajdds and
waterfalls. They know the haunts and
habits of all animals. Their foresi^jht of

the weather-chanjres and sudden storms is

iminensely superior to our y;imcrack sif^nal

.service.

In variety and experience id' life, in ver-

.satility of knowledije and handicraft, the

despised native is a para^jon of intellii,'ence

when compared with the averajie working-
man with his dull, routine, humdrum exist-

ence. Contrast the horizon of a laliorer in

a Massachusetts shoe factory, who spends
his life in nailin<j pe^js into the heel of a

machine-made shoe.

The bidarkas are twelve to thirty feet

lon<r, eifjhteen inches t.) two feet in width,

and about sixteen inches deep. They con-

tain one to three holes to sit in. and are

made of tanned seal or bear skin stretched

like a drum over a lij;ht birch framework.
They are ideal in construction as furnishing

the least resistance to passajje Ihrounh
water. ( »n account of their extrenie nar-

rowne.ss. they are liable to capsize and ^o

to the bottom in other than a native's man-
ajjement; but it is somethin}^ like ridintr a

bicycle. when you have learned to ride

you wonder how you could onci' have been
.so clumsy.

Their villages are invariably located on a

river bank, near its mouth or else hi^h up
at the river's source by a lake. Two con-

siderations determine the location; first.

suitability for calchitiu walru.ses. whale.s.

•seals, and tish (salmon, trout, and white-

tishl. Second, proximity to l.-irnl abounding
in berries. The niosslierry. a small round

black berry urnwiny in the moss, ripens in

the fall and is then ;;ood to eat. and |iro-

tecteil by the snow is >iill nooil several

months later when the snow melts. The
hucklelierries are as hirtje as bijj gooseber-

ries an I Very Juicy and palatable. Salmon
'lerries, wiiicii look like the roe of salmon,

only mui'h larger, are sweet ami appeiiziny;.

Their little wild cranberries are didicious.

The Kskimos are natiiral ni^ht prowlers,

lieiiijr in this respect like savage animals.

They are compelled to take advantane of

the chan>j;in>f tides to do their traveling,

hunting;, and tishinu: hence they only sleep

when through their work, day or iiii^ht cut-

lin;i; no tij^ure. .\nother reason for this

'inusual custom is the ;,freat length of days

in summer over nineteen hours on .hine

-list when the shortness of the nights

c )mpels sleep while the sun shines. In win-

ter the days are short and nijjhts lon^j. and
.sonielhinfT must he done in the lony,' dark
hours. There are no idlers amon^r them.

< >nce every year, about <
' 'totyer L'Oth. the

natives from many villaf^es cont^ret;ate at

one place for the Joyful " tjive-away " dance
Kvery able-bodied man brinjjs .some of his

most valualde effects, as l)idarkas, hunting;

imjdements. skins, tish, or dothinji, and they

are all jxradually piled uj* in one heap. .Men

and women bedeck themselves in barbaric

•-'JUKery, bear claws alM)ut their heads, lon^

hair collar.s, and other wild ornaments.

They form a circle, sinf^in^ and wildly jjes

ticulatinjf. and each advances in turn into

the center and piles his |)resent upon the

pyramid. They vie with one another in this

jjive-away dance to briny; Mieir best eti'ects.

.U its cimclusion .some ot those who were
the richest have ab.solutely nothinjj left but

the skiii upon their Itacks.

Tho.se amonji; them infirm or helpless by

reason of sickness, ohl a^e. or calamity,

appropriate accordin^f to their needs the

articles that have l»een j^iven away. Thus,

yearly, is accomplished that distribution of

life's tjood Itiintjs, amid overtlowinji hearts,

jjeneral reJoicin<i, and no rej^rets, which it

takes jfeiieralions of mis>rovernnienl and

cruelty to apjtroximate in civilized (
".'

) com-
munities, and then only throutjh revolution

and slaughter.


