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I am willing to leave it to any independent man to tell me
if this means the half breeds shall have greater rights than
the settlers, bat this is not all. In order that no doubt should
remain in the minds of the half-breeds, the hon. gentleman
added : "fiat beyond this they must not look to the Gk>vem-
ment for any special assistance in their farming operations."

It is really surprising that, in order to obtain a party
triumph, the speaker who has just taken his seat should l>e

obliged to repudiate his party, bat he has done more, he has
been obliged to mis-state the policy of the present Govern-
ment. He has made special mention of the speech of the
Premier in March last, when he said that, according to his

own opinion, the half-breeds were not entitled to more con-

sideration than the white settlers, taking the same opinion
as was expressed by the Minister of the Interior of the late

Administration ; but what the Premier did not say on that

occasion he said last night, and his policy is there to say
that, from 1870 to the present time, sacrificing his own
opinion, he has taken the policy of his oolleaffues and has
given to the half-breeds a right to what we call the Indian
title. The policy of the Government in this respect was
sanctioned in the Manitoba Act of 1870. Hon. gentlemen
opposite who pretend that their adversaries are like the Bour-
bons, that they cannot learn anything, came to power in

1873, and were there (for five years, and what have they
learned ? They even forgot the principle of treating these

half-breeds which had been laid down by the present Admin-
istration and the present party ; and, in 1879, in order to

give encouragement to that class of the population of the
North-West which had been so grossly ignored by the late

Administration, the present Government laid down again its

policy to give the half-breed the right to the Indian title in

the soil. I think this is about a resumi of the first part of

the argument of the hon. member. Allow me to say one
word en passant—I intend to refer to it more fully later on
—in reference to the second portion of his plea, or his

speech. He says: Yon have erossly ill-used these half-

breeds in not giving them river lots at St. Laurent. Is the
hon. member aware that these surveys were made by the

late Administration ? Is he aware ot it ? Are you aware
that the surveys of the land on the Saskatchewan for the
parish of St. Laurent were made in 1878, under the direc-

tion of the late Administration ? I would like to have an
answer.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker
Mr. GIBOUARD. If the last speaker will not answer, I

will put the question to the hon. member for Bothwell (Air.

Mills).
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