
Policy in the Eastern Marches

conquests in the East, our national possessions had

to be protected from loss. And we succeeded in so

doing because we fought for them. The development

which Bismarck thwarted was tending slowly but

surely to make the Eastern domain Polish. To have

warded off a danger which threatened, is often in

politics a greater success than to achieve a momentary

advantage.

If the attempt to extend Polish nationality had

not been met by the Government with a determined

effort to extend German nationality, things in Posen

and West Prussia to-day would have been much the

same as in Galicia. It is quite comprehensible that

the Austrian monarchy, which is not a State based

on a foundation of one nationality, has, for reasons

of home and foreign policy, renounced all further

attempts to Germanise the Crown land of Galicia

since the 'seventies, and has responded in the most

lavish manner to Polish wishes. Prussia is the sup-

port of the German Empire and of the national idea,

is the German national state, «ot' i^ox^v, and cannot

grant such concessions without being false to her

past, her traditions, and her German mission.

Prussia must be ruled and administered from the

national German standpoint. If we had allowed the

Slavonic element in the East of the Prussian Kingdom

to extend and flood the German element, as has

happened in part of Cisleithania, instead of having

a hard fight for German nationality in the Eastern

Marches to-day, we should have had a fight to main-
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