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port oi the Royal Commission already

referred to. It was submitted on 25th

June, iHc)8 :

" In i-.irrvmi; out lhi> task iiiiposi-il upon us

by M'ur Kxifllfiu y's lominission of January

JS'li. '^'»7. Wf havf hail ninily-llirn- nu'ot-

injjs, of whiili titty-st'MMi witi- siliiii^s lor

llu- ri-ieivin^ <ii oviilfiu <•. ^ i' havi' taki'n

llio cviili'iu < of iS<) persons whom we ii>n-

sidi'ml ipialilicJ to ^\\c infortnalion on tin-

niattiTS subniitteil to us, aiul we have visitoil

c II) siliools, in iTii>st of wliiili we liavi- bail

an I'pporlunitv of si'i'inj; Manual and Pracli-

tal Instruction aitually icivfn.
"

" With a view to asiorlain tbi- i-xistini;

fai-ts with ri-ijaril to Matnial aiul I'ractiial In-

struition in Cicrrnany, IVanii', Swilzorlaml,

and Holland, wi- i-inployi'd as our assistants

to visit Ibi'si- countries, Messrs. Purser, Kol-

li'ston. Hon.iparle \V\se, and llucbes-Powl-

inj;. 1 Ik" reports of llu'se j^entlenu-n will be

found in Appendix H. We have h.id the ad-

vant.i^e, toii, of the assist.iiu'e ot Mr. M. I"..

.Sadler, Director o^ Speci.il hupiiries and Re-

ports to the CoinTniltee oi t'ouiuil on Kduca-

tion. who w.-is kind iMiouijb \o furnish us with

;i inenioranduin on .Manual Tr.iininj^ for boys

in I'riin.irv Sihoi'ls in forei).;ii countries. 1-or

our iiiforniiition le^.irdiiitr sihools in the

I'nileil Stales, we are indi'bted to the very

complete .iml exli.iustive ri-poits issued by

the L'niti-ii Sl.ites Bureau oi Kducalion. \\ <

h.ave also had tlii' betu-(it I't the experience oi

one oi our collea^iues, Piofessoi Kit/ijer.dtl,

who took the occ.ision oi .1 \ isit to .Anu-rica,

in the autumn of last \eai', to sei' some ot the

prun.uv sclu>ols in that i-ounlry."

KIsUI.I 01 INOLIKV.

" .\ ft eic. ireful lousi, ler.it ion ol lliee\ idence

laid before us. and ol the f.icts w liicli we h.ive

seen fiir ourseKes, we now proci'i'd to report,

in acii<rilani I uiili \o\\r I'.xcellemy s Com-
mission, how lai, .ind ni wh.il form, .\latni.il

and Practic.il Instructii>n slu'uUI be iiu Uuled

in the sN'siem oi piimirv ediic,ili>>n v.iirietl

out bv llu- .N.ition.i! I'.ducalioii Board in Ire-

land. We m.i\ .11 oui c expiess our stroni;

comiition that .M.mu.il ,ind Pr.utical Instruc-

tion oiii;ht to bi' iuti oduced, as far as possible,

into .ill -.chooN where il doi's m'l at picseiit

exisi. aiul 111, it. ill ihos,- schools wluTe it does
exisl, il out;lil lo be lonely ile\elopcd .iiul

cMi'iulcJ. \\f .lie s.itislicd lli.il siuh ,i

ih.iui^e will not iinol\<- .iii\- dciiiiuciu lo the

lilei.n\ eitucilioii ol the piipiU. while il will

com rii>iu c i.ir^ei \ u> oevt-it-p liicu i.iiulins,

to i|iilckcii llieir iiilcllii;eiue, ,iiul lo lil iheni

bcllei lor I hi'ir w oik :n lite.

Wmi . riie ( "oiiiniissiiMU't s \isiu-ii schools

in liiiaiiJ. I'.Mul.uul, Nell. Old. Sweden .uul

Pi mii.uk.

KKASONS.

" The considerations b\ which we have

been led to the ^-enerai conclusions above set

out, will be fully discussed in the seciuul part

of this report, under the several heads ot

M.inual and Praitic.il Instruction. But we
think it will be for your Kxcellency's convetii-

iMice, that the fjeneral sunmiary ot i>ur con-

clusions should be here followed b\ a i;eneral

summ.irv oi the jjroimds i>ii which they are

b.ised.

REASONS MAIM.V KDICATIONAI..

1. •' First, then, there are reasons founded

on eiluc.itional principles. The present sys-

tem, which consists larj;ely m the study ot

books, is oiu--siiled in its ch.ir.ii ter ; and it

leaves some of the most useful f.iculties of the

nmul absoliiti'ly untrained. We think it im-

portant that children should be taught not

merelv to take in knowledge from books, but

to observe with intelli)4:eMce the material

world aroimil them ; that ihe> shouUI be

Ir.iined in habits oi correct reasimini; on the

facts observed ; and tli.it tliev should even at

school .iciiuire sonu- skill in the use oi li.ind

• ind eye to execute the loiueptions ot the

br.iin. Such a traininjj wi" rei.j,irdas valuable

to .'ill, but especiallv v.iluable to those whose
lives are to be mainly devoted lo industrial

•arts and occupations. The j^ii'at bulk of the

pupils .ittenilinjj primary schools under the

National Board will have to earn their breail

by the work of their hands ; it is then-fore

impiirtant th.it they should In- I r.iined, from

the bej;inmn.i:. '»^ use their hands with dex-

terilv .ukI intellivjence.

ki;aso.\s I kom i;xi'i:kh:ni k.

2. " .\exl, we h.i\e the piavticil experience

of thost- schools in I'.ntfl.iiii!, Sii>liaiu.l, and o\\

the ciuiliiK-nt of l''.uro|ie, in which such a sys-

lem .IS wi' lecomnu-nd h.is beiii .ilieatly in-

tioduci-d and tested. The i-videnci- we have
rcceivcil lUi this point, is .ibsolutely unani-

mous aiul, .IS we think, entirely cotulusive.

We have bi-en told, over and over a^jain, that

tlu- introiluctiiiii of ni.inii.il ,ind prai tii.il Ir.iin-

ini; has contributed greatly to stimulate the

intelliifence of the pupils, to incn-asc their

interest in school work. ;ind to m.ike siiuH>l

lite j.;ener.illv brighler .and more ple.is.mt. .\s

,1 i-onsei|uenci- the sihool atteiulance is im-

proveil ; the ihiUlrcn ri-Miaiii ,il school to .i

more adv.inceil .ii;i' ; .uul iniu h I nc is ijf.iineil

lor llic pur|)osi' ol educ.ilion.
'• We iiu|iiirei.l parlicul.ii ly whelher llu- lil

er.irv side of sihool stiidii-s re.idini;. writing,

arithme'ic. i.;rainmar, and i;i-iii;r.iphy h.id

suttercii an\' loss iiv tiie ciiaiik;!.' ; .imi liic .m-

swer w.is iinitorin, that no siuii loss h;ul bei-n

obsei\eil. In some iMses wc were .issurt-il

ih.il llic lilcr.iiN' sludies h.id been posiii\e'y

improved bv the inUiHluction of m.mu.il liain-

inc. This ri'sult was acii'unti'il foi , partly

In the incrc.iseil inlellii;ence of the ihildi en,

parth bv the constant ch.inije and x.iiiety ot


