
Venice

(l.'iis, sl'^fpiiv^-- i^rrcy iimoni^- the w.itfr^ rouiul Iut, unfoUli'd

ro->y petals upi)n the surtan; of the lai^^oon.

It is this powtT ot Uvin^^ commuiiiun with thr daily pat^i'ant

in which >un and moon arl'.lo^'• and empi.Tor, and thi' stars

and the clouds their rctinut'—tins it is whicli, tindui^f .-xprus-

siori one.! at V.-nico in a temporal ;4lory thau has p issed

awav, is the abiding assurance ot' her innnorlality. 1 liis is

the spirit which, it' once it helped to make h.T irreat,

still makes her great to-day, the spirit that endures. For

Venic(> is not a dead body: she is a living soul. Over-

flowing all moulds in which we may think to contain her,

she reveals herself continually in new mysti-ry, new wonder.

We spoke ot Venice as being paved with sky, and every day

there is cast upon her pavement a fresh revelation of change-

fulness and beauty. A thousand torms and patterns move in

procession over the water, passing each instant into .some-

thing "rich and strange, ' a fleeting succession of aerial

designs drawn with tremulous pencil in colours which never

lived on the palette of a mortal artist. There is a body ot

truth at the root of the old fancy which gifted water-

maidens with subtler, more perilously powerful allurements

than their sisters of the land. Their element is mutability,

but they are not soulless, as men have said: it is only that

their soul is as th.; soul of water—luminous, flowing, mutabl.>,

reflective, musical, profound: for, though they are mutable,

they are not shallow; it is a part of their being that they

sliould be susceptible of change. I'hey cannot tire their

victims, they vs'hose b(>auty is continually reneweii
;
and yet

it may be that men do well to fear them, for they have

secret communings with things men do not dream of. Venice

has held men, she holds them still, with the fascination of

a water spirit; they yield to her, they grasp her, but she is

still before them, never mastered, never fully known. Let

those, for whom .'onquesl is the ideal in love, beware ot
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