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HISTORY Of THE LUMBER
INDUSTRY IN WINNIPEG.

The Winnipeg lumber business of
Dick, Banning & Co., which hss been
acquired by the Keewatin Lumber
Co., @3 announced n ‘The Commercial
recently, ‘is the oldest Jumber business
in the city, as well as one of the most
fmportant in the volume of business
done. ‘The business has been under
the management of J. M. Chisholm for
some years, and under his control the
‘volume of trade done has greally ex-
panded. Geo. A. ldster, who succeeds
to the management of ¢he business, in
the {nterest of the new proprietors,
has been connected with the lumber
trade of the city for some time, and
under Jis direction the business will
no doubt continue to Pprosper, as it
has done during recent past years.

The transfer of the Dick, Benning &
Co. dusiness recalls secolleotions of
the early days of the Jumber trade in
‘Winnipes. Asthe carly history of the
country centres. around Fort Garry
(Winnlpeg), so aiso does the early his-
tory of the lumberlng industry in ¢he
province. The first account rve have
of the dntroduction of s&aw mill
machinery was in the.ycar 1858, Ma-~
chinery for a combined saw and grist
mill was purchased In Chicago, and
brought into the country. in the year
named. The motive power “for the mil
consisted of .2 25 horse-power engine,
Tha machinery was transported across
the-country from Chleago 2o the Mis-
> sisstppl- ~rivers wheres-it: swas -loaded
upon steamers and talorupythe xiver
to St. Paul, the head of m.vlgaﬁkm o
the Jjver. At St. Paul *thc mchlncry
was loaded upon wagons and droawvn
by oxen.across {0 the head water of
the Red rlver. avliére it was placed
upon flat boats dbuilt for the purpose,
and floated down o Winnlpesg. On ar-
riving ot Winnipeg the flat boots were
broken up ;and:the lumber of “which
they were eomposcq was eold dn the
sottlement. This was the flrst lum-
ber imported into the acttloment, and
was the commencement of what af-
terwarda grew to be a very important
trade, On-the arrival ¢f.the machin-
ety at \vinaipeg the § wuxk uf Suling ___

up »tho ploncer mm was oommood.
.

.collapse of the *“boom."
:pany did not prove & success, and the
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but owing o0 lack of knowledge on
the part of the operators, consider-
able difliculty avas experdonced In
making the machinery work, Finally,
however, the mill was got ¢nto work-
ing order, and for a time dld good ser-
vice In supplying the settiement with
both flour and lumbder. The mill oc-
cupled a site within the present cor-
poration limits of the city of
Winnipeg, In the vicinity of Drewry's
brawery, and wag operated by & com-
pany of settlers. The investment, it
{3 satd, did not prove profitable to the
proprietors, though there was always
plenty of work to be done, and the
mill was frequently kept in cperation
night and day. The logs sawn were
the notive tlmbers of tae r~ountry.
growing In the Winnlpeg district, and
consisting, of poplar, oak, tamarac
and spruce. The mill was burned in
1862, and so ended the first miiling
enterprise in the settlement.

About the time of the destruction of
the ploncer mill another mill was es-
tablished by Andrew McDermot. This
was also a combined saw and grist
mill, and was located ncar the spot
where afterwards were built the Dick
& Banning and the Jarvis & Berrldge
mills, on the Red River. Like its
predecessor this mlll was also burncd
down, after serving the settlement for
about tenx years.

About this time the flat boat trade
on the Red River was commencing to
assume some {mportance, and lumber
as well as other supplies were coming
in trom the United States In this way.
It was also customary to sell the ma-
terial of which the flat boats were
composed for lumber. as the Dboats
could not be taken back up stream to
advantage. Lumbering on the upper
\usslsslpp! had by this time develop-
ed to a conslderable extent, and lum-
ber was coming into Manitoba by the
flat boat route from that quarter from
mills located at Minneapols, Brainard
and other points on the Aississippt
river. With the construction of the
Northern Paclfic rallway the lumber
was carried to Moorehead, and thence
brought down the river to Winnipes.
W. J. AMcAuley, of St. Paul, was the
first to go into this business exten-
sively. In 1873 he brought the first
stock of lumber of importance into
the settlement, which was rafted
down the tiver as described. During
the following summer McAuley & Co.
commenced the erection of & saw
mill at Winnipeg. This mill was sold
to Jarvis & DBerridge In 1879, but
shortly afterwards was blown up and
destroyed. It had a capacity of 80-
000 to 35,000 Yeet per day. A mew
mill was bullt and a company formed,
called the Winnipeg Xumber Co.,
which sudceeded Jarvis & Berridge.
The new company came into business
at a critical time, when the lumber
business was going down with the
The com-

property sopn passed into the -hands
of the banks which had advanced
money to the projectors. “Tho ma-

.chinery -of- this. miil. was sold and

moved to other polnts, some to Rat
Purtage. It was the largest mill ever
cseabnshe& hx_W!nnlpes‘. and had &
capacity of about 109,000 ‘feet dally,
with battery of five bollers,. and, 250
to 800 horse-power.

The lumber flrm of Dick, Banning &
Co., dnte their commencement of oper-
ations here from the year 1872, Mr.
Dick, who had visited the country
during the previous year to look over
the cituation, returned from Ontarlo
1 1872, with machinery for & portable
mill, Tho anachinery arrived by flat
boat from Mloorchead, and the cost
of transportation from. St. Paul was
§1.41070. The mill building was burn-
ed some years: aso. but the machinery

had been removed provious to the de-
atruction of the bullding. Mr. Dick
tormed o partnership with the late
W. W. Banning, who died in 1885. The
mill was operated up to 1882, when
the irm bought out & miil which had
been established at Xeewatin, Lake of
the Woods, by W. J. McAulay. The
Winnipeg mill was then closed and
the machinery moved to Keewatin,
and a portlon was sold to establish «
mill in the Rocky »Mountains, The
timber sawn at the Winnipeg mlil was
such as the district afforded. The
firm also operated & mill on Lake
Winnipeg for a while, where they
bullt a mill in 1878, but sold out &
tew years later. This firm brought
the first lumber from eastern Canada
to Manitoba, early in the seventles. It
came In bond via Duluth, thence by
the Northern Pacitic rallway to
Moorehead, and from the latter place
it was bruught duwn the Red river to
Winnlpeg. This fum Imported lum-
ber and bullding materials from Min-
neapolis and other pcoints largely, ©s-
pecially during the “boom’ days, dur-
tng which time it was almost Impos-
sible to keep up with the demand. In
1882 the firm brought {n 10,000,000
teet, and pald nearly $150,000 in
freight that year. These were the
haleyon days for the lumber
trade in Winnipeg, when pur-
chasers stood on guard walting for a
car of jumber to arrive, when it would
pe gobbled up, regardiess of price,
and always for cash down. The trade,
nhowever, made up for it durlng the
following years, when stocks were
greatly in excess of demands angd
prices were cut down to unprofitable
figures, Before the ‘*boom” period
prices of common lumber ranged
about $25 per M. During the “boom”
perdud prices went up to $30 per M.

_for common Jlumber, but after that

perlod declined to $16 to $1S per DI
Ia the year 1882, J. R. Sutherland
bullt ¢ mill at St. Boniface, across the
river from Winnipeg. The mill was
a very good one, and had o capacity
ot 60,000 to 70,000 feet. It was u
double circular mill. The mill was
destroyed by fire in 1884, In 1882,
D. E. Sprague bullt o mill In Winni-
peg, single circular, with & capacity
of 40,000 feet in ten hours. This mill
{s the only oue which has been in op-
eration here of late years, and it hes
been operated every year Since es-
tabllshed, except during one season.
The logs sawn at this mill come from
the Red Lake district, of Mlanesots,
down .the Red River and some good
logs are also securcd on the Rosseau
river in Manitoba. The 4imber s
pine. There is little timber in Mani-
toba tributary to Winnlpeg now. On
the Rosseau river, & tributary of the
Red River, in Manitoba, there form-
erly was a considerable pine country,
but this is now nearly exhausted.
This sketeh covers briefly the main
points cosnected with lumberlng at
inolpeg. With the construction ot
the Canadian Pacllic rallway cast-
ward from Winnipeg to the Lake of
the Woods, the ceatre of the lumber-
ing industry was cstablished at the
Lake of dhe Woods towns of Rat
Portage and Keewatin. A number of
miils have been established at these
points, and for many years
the Lake of the Woods mills have ro-

mained: the, principal source of the
‘Jumber tmnmy,~ for. Manitoba and um

pramo resion barderi.ns. Manitoba 10
the west. Supplementary Iumber gup-

piles are drawn from such districts as.

Loke Winnipeg and other timber reg-
fons .n the nort:hem part of Manitoba,

Prosent  Indications point to a Te-
vival of dhe lumborlng industry at
winnipeg. The improvement of lho
St. Androw's rapids, aow ‘under- “ny,
will -pcrmit of bringing logs upthe Rod
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tiver from Lake Winnipeg to the city,
and this may posslb.y.be taken ad-
vantage of 'to some extent, to bring
logs from the Umber country tribu-
tary to the lake, to this city for saw-
Ing. The construction of the South-
eastern rallway from Winnipeg to the
Rainy river country js another Im-
portant factor which promises 1o aid
in reviving the lumber milling {ndus-
try here. The hat Portage Lumber
Cu—the largest tnsutution of the kind
in the west, operating several mills at
the Lake of the Woods, has alrcady
made arranganents to establish a mii
in Winnipeg. This new mill will be {n
operation, it is expected, next spring,
ard the logs for the mill will be
brought frum the RKRany river district,
over the Southcastern raiiway. Thus
‘Winnipeg promiscs to once more re-
gain to some extent at least, some
prominence as a lumber manufactur~
g centre lur Mansoba.

THE NORTHERN PACIFIC'S
YEAR,

The Northern Pacific Rallway com-
pany held its annual meeting in New
York last week, at which 2 very sat-
isfactory flnanclal statement was
made. The company's year ended
June 30 last, and the accounts were
made up to that date. In comton
with all the other great western lines
the Northern Pacific had & good year,
the results of which we notice from
the statement have been devoted to
improving the property and rolling
stock and to general betterment of the
road. This policy will appeal strong-
ly to the public as one which Is like-
1y to make the Northern Pacific a bet-
ter road to travel by, and ofters a
further guarantee to bondholders,
shareholders and others who are {n-
terested financially in the road that
their property is Dbelng prudently
handled. The gross carnings of the
road for the ye:r were $30,021,317, an
increase of $£3,9712,643 over that ending
June 30, 1899, and the net earnlngs
were $15,626,489, or o gain ot $1,-
927,467. Taking off taxes and adding
the miscellancous income leaves 2 re-
venue of $§15,461,620 avallable for in-
terest. This 1s $1,510,025 more than
in tho previous year. Interest on the
bonded debt of the company and rent-
als required $5.977,.80% and the preter-
red stock of $£75,000,000, which bears
4 per cent. interest and common stock
ot $£80,000,000 at 3 per cent. took $5,-
400,000, making a total charge for
interest of $11,377,801. This left -$4,-
083,818 avaflable as surplus, which
added to the surplus carried forward
from the previous year made & total

$5,504,000. Out of this $3,000,000
has been appropriated for additions
and bettermzats and the balance s
carried forward. The dividend of 8
per -cent.. paid to the common stock-
holders {s an increase of one per cent
over previous years. Some expected
the rate would be increased to four
or five per cent. but the management
thought it better to put the money
into Inprovements.

In the mechanical- operation of the
road the same prudent measures have
been adopted.as in its financial man-
agement. The average number of tons
age number of tons per car was in-
creased from 277 to 328, and the aver-
2ge number of tons per car was in-
creased by one ton, while many. ather
important gaing are announced in
this department.

THE PRESIDENTIAL CAM-
PAIGN.

The presldential campalgn in  the
United States is becoming. hotter and
the cuswinary business distwbans es
are now quite noticeable. A few weeks




