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dertakings have been successfully com-
menced, when very little more of the cap-
ital stock was available, and have since
proved successes, Here is a field wherein
the returns are as certain as in wheat
raising, with & good start made in the
way of capital, and the opportunity of
supplying o much felt want.” It now re
mains to be seen if mer. of mecans in this
city will supplement the enterprise of
Messrs. Gerrie & Bathgate, or if the
city of Winnipeg is to lese its chances of
becoming the grain centre of the North-
west, through the parsimony of her citi-
zens who have funds to spare]

COST OF LIVING IN WINNIPRG.

Nothing at the present time is operat-
ing more surely against the prosperity of
Winnipeg than the fact that the cost of
living is much higher than it should be.
It is not so much in the price of provis-
iuns or articles of wearing apparel that
the difficulty livs, for in the purchase of
these a dollar will go as far in Winhipey
as in any of the eastern cities of the
Dcwiinion, and as regards the latter we
believe it will go even farther.  The
great bugbear is the exorbitant rents
that are being asked for dwelling houscs,
There are numbers of men employed iu
Winnipeg to-day who would willingly
bring their families here and thus enjoy
the comforts of home life as they have
been accustomed to in the past, could
they obtain snitable houses at anything
like reasonable figures. This they cannot
get, and the consequence is that a large
amount of population which should be-
long to Winnipeg, are living in the older
provinces. The money which is earned
here and should in the natural course of
things be spent in our midst is sent away
to be spent among the merchants of On
tario. ‘This has a direct effect upon the
trade here, and accounts in no small
measure for the dulness of trade in ret. il
circles, The large money order business
done at the post office here indicates vexy
clearly to what a large extent this is
true,

Tuless something is done by capitalists
to remove the difficulty, the evil will in
cregse instead of diminish. The rate of
wages received this year is not so high as
last season, and the slight decrease that
has taken place in rents is not even in
proportion.  What is wanted is a class
of comfortable houses of Trom four to
si¥ vanms which could be rented at from

twelve to fiftcen dollars a month. Such
would be ceagerly grasped at, and the cap-
italist would at the sume timo be paid a
reasonable interest on his money.  The
day has passed when men can expeet to
realize the whole cost of building out of
twoor three years rentai. But of they
will persist in this course, aml thus keep
the pupulation of the city fror increas-
ing to what it should be, the evil will re-
vert upon their own heads, and they
wili learn in the lung run by Litter ex-

perience, that their avarice and extortion

was & very poor policy to have pursued.
“Live and let live” is a wise and humane
priueiple to work upon, but it is a princi-
ple which the average Winnipeg land-
lord seems wncver to have had any ac-
quaintance with,

The whole questivn resulves itself into
the one plain fact, that unless rents do
come down to a proper level, this city
cannot iurease in pupulation as it unght
tr, and the commnerdial progress of the
city will Le in a corresponding degree re-
tarded.

SHAKEN CONPIDRNCE.

Many people accepted as an asiom of
trade, that after cxpansivn must naturally
cutie contraction, and just in proportion
tu the extent of the capausion will be the
reaction in the opposite direction, as svon
as the forwer tendency has subsided. This
may pot serve as an axiom in all trade
matters, Lut it is certainly proviug to be
une in connection with the confidence of
castern men in the North-west as a trade
field. A year ago the manufacturers and
wholesale dealers in eastern cities allowed
their confidence in the North-west to run
into recklessness, while at present many
of them are alluwing their lack of confi-
denve to develupe into commereial timid-
ity of the miost nervous description.  The
reasuns for this shaken confidence are not
difficult to account fur, although they are
by no means justifiable of the prusent re-
activn. These eastern houses and  their
travelling representatises seemed to have
caught more than their full share of che
Loum fever, and assisted very much in
producing the present undesirable state of
mervantile affairs.  The teoords of insol-
veuy for the past three months have
shuwn thut overstockiug wnd not rotteu-
ness is to blame for present troubles, and
thare is every reason to expect, that
with the couperation of all cuncerned,
these troubles will prove only tem-

porary. In view of ther bemg so the
contrast 1s very marked between the
course now being pursued DLy eastern
wholesalers and manufacturers, and that
adopted by wholesalers in Winnipeg,
While many of the former are shutting
down upon the North-west trade, and
pursuing & nigorous and crushing policy
towards many retaiiers, who with asas-
tance might weather through, the latter
are using every endeavor to mitigate the
ovils, which their eastern competitors
have had a greater share in producing,
than they themselves had. While eastern
wholesalers are pressing numerous stocks
of goods into a forced market here, and
assisting to demoralize the retail trade:
North-western wholesalers arc at present
endeavoring to make some provision for
the prevention of the very evils their
competitors are furciug upon them. The
the contras. tells well in favor of local
wholesalers, and  when contidence and
prosperity is unce restored, which will be
sooner than castern wen anticipate, the
hold secured upon the trade of the Norh-
west by the local huuses, will be a firm if
not unassailable one.

As abuve stated it is easy to account
for the present shaken confidence of east.
ern merchants, but is questionable if they
are pursuing a wise or ¢ven seltish pohey
in applying the unnccessary pressure to
the North-west which they now apply.
A milder policy might cnable them to
hold an iufluence which would prove
of value in the future, if it nid not
prove more Lrofitable than the one now
followed.

LAND TRANSFER.

In our currespundence this week will
Lc found & letter on the above subject
signed “Subscriber, * which makes & valu-
able suggestion regarding the facilitating
of business in connection with land trans-
fers in the North-west, and advocating
the Turreus system as the simplest and
most offectual yet put in operation.

In :iewing the matter of Jand transfers

s & corumercial journal would be expect-

ed to, difticnltivs such as do not appear
within the proper realin of -commerce,
have to be contended with. The com-
mercial economast fin 18 himself surtound:
ed by a maze of nutional, historical and
race prejudices, every one of which has
its origin in principles or usages of by-
gon. days, principles and usages based



