
dertakings ]lave been successfully comn-
nienced, when very little more of tlie cap
ital stock was availabie, ani have silice
proved successes. 1loro is a field wiîereiii
the returus are as certain as in î%vlîeat
raisiiig, witlî a good st-art ilade iii tho
vay *Of capital, and the opPortulit 3 of
supplying a nîuclî felt want. It lolw ru-
mains to be seen if meaci of lncas iii tlais
city wîiII supplenient tic anterprise, of
Messrs. Gerrie & ]athgatc, or if tlie
City èf WVinuiipeg la to lose its Clîarîcis of
becoming the grain centre of the North-
ivest, through tlîe parsinxony of lier citi-
zens NVlîo have funcîs ti i4pars-

COST OF LIVNG IN WINNIPEG.
Nothiung' at tlîo prexient tinie is operat.

iîîg more surely agaiîist the prospority of
Winnipeg than the fact tixat the cobt cf
livingY is nmuch hlier titan it biuld 'bo.
It la terA se nîuch in the priw ocf pro,.is-
ions or articles of %a citriîn apparel titat
tho difficulty lEsb, for in tue purchabe of
these a dollar %îill go as far iii Wiaîaîipog
as iu any cf the easterit cities cf the
Dc oinion, auJ as regards the latter w e
believe it Nvill go ove» fartdier. Tite
great buigbear la the exorbitant rents
that are bing asl<ed fo. dlWellillî' hîoUZIS.
Tiiere are nuilîbers cf men employcd ii,

WVinnipeg to-day whe îvould willinigly
bring, their familles here and thus enjoy
the c'onif orta of home life as they ha% t
bec» accustonied to lu tlîe past, could
they obtain saîlitabie bouses at anything
like reasonable figures. This thîey cannot
get, and the consequence is that a large
amount of population which should bo-
long te Winnip eg, 'are living in the 01<1er
provilnces. The inouey -%vbiil is earined
bore aud should in the natural course of
tliings bo spe-it in our midst is sent away
te be spent among the mPrchiants cf Oit
tario. This lias a direct effect upon the
trade liere, and accounts in no amal
nipasure for the duincas cf trade in ret, il
Pircles. T he lar.ge nîoney order business
(lone at the post ifiee hero indicates veiy

cla.yteîva al eg extcnit this is
true,

Uukilss socdhiig is donce by capitalists
tA riove the difflculty, the il ii iii l
creilse instead cf diîii.shl. Tite rate of
wvages roeivcdl this 3 6ar is net so high as
last soasoui, and the sligit, decrease that
basç takon place ini renlta la net evei lu
pr(iporton. Wiîat la wanted is a class
oif 00omfortable lieuses cf irom four te
Itix r'inms îvli coulci be rented at fr6'm

TH{E COMMERCIAL

twclî o to fifteen dollars a naonth. Sucli
%vould bu eagerly 'grasped at. allathu cap-
italist %% ouId at th, sauine time bu paid a
reasonable iîîtercst ont lais nîeney. Tho
day lias passed %vihei men eau oxpect to
rezzli,.c the a laule cost of buildling ont of
t%% o or threu( yeaus renltai. Blut if tlwy
aýil! persist iii tltis cuurat*, andi tiaus ep
tiîtî lpui.t-iui of tho city froc jiercas.
ing tu wbat it siouild bo, thu cii will ru-
vert upon thoir uw»i liads, aîîd they
%aili ïearii iii thte long run by 'bitter ex-
perience, tlîat thei' a' arico and extortion
wîas a very poor poiicy to have pursucd.
"'Live ami let live"* is al wise and bumane
prineipie to Nwork, upon, but it is a princi-
pie wichl the aveorage M7iîînipeg landi-
lord secmis teî or to lhaieo bad any ac,-
quaintance %vith.

The' wholo question resoýli es itsuif into
thi, one plain fact, that uriless ronts do
enine doîn to a pruper le,. cl, this city
rannot iiiLre.u.- lit 1>opulatioii as it onght
tr, and the coauîncitrcizl progress of the
City Nvl! Le lin a currce.p-,ndiiî, dcgrtx re-
tardPdi.

SHAKER CONFIDENCE.
Maity peoplu auceptd as ait a.iin of

trade, that aftcr ocxpansiik mnuât naturally
CuaC couîtrautioa, nad just in proportion
tu dit cxtcîît of the, ucpaiuit %% ill bu the
reactioji au it o pposite direutlit, as soon
as the foritiur tcîîduîacy lias subbiàed. This
iiîaý î,ot ber', c as ait a.uil iii i ail tradu
inatterb, Lut lt is certaiuily proî iiag tu bu
olie ii u ioîîaeutiont N idi thec conlfidenice of
eastriter. iiaoî u Nuicrtk-a vsýt as a trade
field. A ytar tigo the ianîufncturers aîîd
whuolesale dealers iii ensterii vities allow cd
thecir confidence iii the '-Nerti-west to run
into recklessiuess, w hile at prescrnt miany
of thia are allo-,Niiig their laulk of confi-
(ili" tu de,. iopu iiîto commnercial timid-
ity of the naost Yier% uus description. The
reasoxîs for this shxaken confidence arc not
diffiLult to accouitt for, althougli they are
by no iîîeatîs justifiable of the present ru-
action. Thieso easturia lîuses alla their
traý elliiig represeiktatii es seeind to hai e
caughlt more tljaa their full sharo of die
boouii fîer, axîd asýisttd Nery niuch in.
prodiiuiî the lîrueet undebirable stateof
Ineralitilt; affairs. Tite îxuordb of insol-
viuc for tue paï,t tlîrec liontths have

iu%ý that o% crstoa.Lkig uuîd itot rotteit-
ness is tu blaine for Preselit troubles, aud
tliare ib eucry reason tu uxpect, tlîat
with tht, eooperatioxi of ail conctxrled,
these troubles w i11 prove onily teni-

porary. Jiu view of thiier heîng se the
contrast is very inarked IetNween the
course iuow being purstied by eastern
ivhilesalers ami manufacturers, and tliat
adoptcd by wholesaiers iii Winnipeg.
WVlîile îîîaîîy of the formuer are sliuttîîîg
dciv» <iouii the .Sortli-west trade, and
punsuxng a rîgoous auJ crusling policy
towards inaay retailers, wliviwtlî assis-
tance iiiiglit weathor tiirougli, tlîo latter
are usirug every omlenvor to mitigato tlie
ovils, %vhich tlacir eastern conipetitors
]lave lîad a greater sharo in producing,
than tiîey tlieînselves bni. Whiie eastern
wholesalers are pressinîg numerous stecks
cf good-i into a forccd mîarket liere, and
assisting te doînoralizo tlîo retail trade:
Northî-western wiîoiesaiers arc at preseut
endeai oniiig to îîîalie souie i)ro-ision for
the preîN entioîî of thîe % ery o% ils their
competitors are. fortciîag upon tlieni. The
tue contrase, tells îel in faver of local
îî hiolosaîcni, aiid îîe confidence aud
prosperity ib onice rustoret], vhiich %ill bu
sooner tlia tzubteraî itien atipiate, the
lîold sectired upc» the tratie cf the Nonli-
ivest by tue local hîvuses, ivill ho e. firni if
net unassailaijle eue.

.As aboie âtatet it is easy te accouait
for the preuit shako»e confidence cf east.
er» anertliait, but ib ijuestioniabie if they
are ;.ursu iii- a %% ib or c% cxi seifish pelîey
i1k appl> Iig tue; uwîuccesary pressure te
the lÇorth îî est Nyliuch t1ley now apply.
A nîlîder pulicy îniglit enabie thecm te
held ait iinflueitce îîlîiuh would prove
of inhie ii thc future, if it nid net
proiýe nacre 1 .rufitabic tissu the one now
foliow cd.

LAUD TRANSFER.
liu our coiTespundence tlîîs wcek ivill

Lr, fouîxd a lettor oin the above subjeet
signed "-Subscrîber, «which mates a valu-
able suggestion regarding the acîhitating
of bausiniess in connection wîth land trans-
fers in tiîe NNrth-wtest, aîîd advocating
dic Torruais system as the sînxpiest and
amost ouffectuai, yet put in operation.

In. in-, the matter cf land transfers
nsa coi.aneircial journal îvculd be expeet-

cd te, diffiulilties sucli as dla not appear
witlîin the proper renIas cf -coinmmerce,
bave tu bo contendcd ivith. The coin-
mercial cccon.iist fin Is' hinseif surioud-
ed Ly a mazeo cf nittional, historicai and
race prejudices, every one cf îvhich hasý
its origin ha principles (>r usagesc y

gohi. days, principles and usages based


