CATHOLIC SOCIAL LIFE.

Somo Pertinont Remarks About tks
Truo Yocation.

(From the Catholic Alirror.)

Ruskin and Emerson and Carlyle
sod all thoso modern philosophers
who s¥em their lives in domanding
more of mankind than they would give
themselves, and other transcendental.
ists asked for it, insist that vocation
is & real thing. They all preach it.
They all insiat that the spirit of goed
work is vocation. ‘Teach a young
man to do what he can do bost, teach
him to follow his bent intelligently,
and you will have done your best for
him," they say, in substance; ** cach
human creaturs has his voeation.”

At tho same time, none of these
men recoguized tho meaning of the
word * vocation ** as the Catholic, ag
St. Ignatws Loyola, as Fathor Faber
recognized it. With the Cethouie,
vocation is not merely a natural gift ,
it is supernatural. Carlyle would have
men work for the sake of wotk, no
matter what 1t is. Ruskin approves
of work so far as it helps to produce
tho beautiful, and Ewmerson, because
it keeps & man from idleness. With
all of them work has not the sanctity
which 1t derives whon 1t 18 directed
to the greater glory of the God of the
Christians, and, consequently, Car-
lyle’s shrieks, und Ruskin's appeals,
and Limerson's self-conscious rhap-
godies have only a temporary effect of
stimulus.

Now, we Catholics of the laity, while
we understand the inadequacy of the
merely patura. point of view, do not
give enough practical impurtance to
the practical application of vocstion in
its truo sonse. Thero would be more
happiness in lifs, fewer instances of
hopelessly ruined careers and greater
peace for our children if we did not
neglect to give vocation its truo place.
Spiritually speaking, the loss of a
vocation i8 o curse. In French the
words ** cure mangue’ nean a great
desl, and in English ** spoiled priest "
has an ominous sigmification. Most
of us would say that we believe that
the most exalted position one of our

. sons could attain would be that of &

rood priest. But how few of us take
the trouble tu find out whetler a young
man has an_ such vocation or to help
him to find out.

Similarly, there are many girls who
miss fulfilling their religious vocations
because fond parents (I use fond in its
good, old Shakespearean meaning of
foolish) throw all sorts of obstacles in
the way. Why does the fond parent
think it a shocking thing frr & young
girl to enter a convent, wasde in epite
of the highe sprinkle of tears from
parental eyes on the wedding day, a
marriage, which separates her more
effectually from her father and mother
than cloistered walls, is looked on with
satisfaction ? Why ? The old pro-
verb ahout a married daughter being a
danghter all berlife is nonseuse. She,
if she is loyal to her husband, must
give him the most of her interest; her
Ifs is his. She must take many risks.
Often the parents know very little of
the mun she has married. *¢ She has
been brought up so carefully ; it is too
horrible to think of her accepting
poverty in a convent.” Is there no
poverty in married lifo? Arve fortunes
and human lives so stable ? And, be-
sides, volentary poverty 18 a light yoke
corapared with involuntary poverty
A girl wants to enter a convent ! how
sad, how awful! What have these
amiable and self-sacrificing parents
done to deserve a girl so heartless ?
+ She might wait till her parents are
dead, at sny rate.” Bat if it were a
question of marriage, even to a man
that drinks too much and who needs
refsrioing, what woull you gay ® Wait
untl her parents are dead ? Not at
all. It would be cruel to suggest such
a thing.

The truth is, we have become ma-
terialized — ** bestialized,”” Daate cal\
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it—by tho influences about. Wo are
bypocritical, too. In our hoarls we
rocognize only ono aim for our sons—-
to make moncy, and for our daughterr
—to marry. Wo protond to bo more
spiritual than tho non-Catholics about
us, but wo are not until we find our-
selves fncing death. Thero wo have
tho advantage of being able to grasp
tho real spiritualities, oven, as it were,
with our buman souls. But, as a rulo,
wo are not more apiritual than other
geoplo. We havo moro faith, it is true,

ut it only becomss practical in tho
most suprome crises. Tho making of
monoy and tho making of marringes
are the only vocations wo acknowledge.
Waegive much attention to the making
of money ; the marringes make them.
sclves.

For instanco, wo shudder at the idea
of a young woman's entering the Order
of the Carmelites. It is medioval,
darksome, narrow, Spanish, out of
date, usoless, vot fn de sfecle, un-
American ; therefore it has no reason
to oxist. We forget that 8t. Teress,
its founder, was the broadest.miunded
woman of her titne. Sho was of the
game nationality of that Queen lsn
bells, whom all America is claiming
now, and a mu.h cleverer woman. 8t.
Teresa, who has, like 8t. Francia de
Assigi, come into a favor with us since
cultivated Protestants, hke George
Eliot, professed a cult for her, believed
in prayer, honestly and with her whole
hoart. We, in comparison with her
fervor and that of St. Francis and
Columbus and Issbella, vaguely be-
hieve in it. If prayer is »eal, the Car-
melites are the firet of all orders, as
the spirit is above the leiter and faith
above works without faith. As the
Church is a real/ community of people
and not an abstraction to bo recalled
languidly every Sunday to our minds,
so the vocation of the priest, of the
nun, of tho Sister, of the Brother is
the highest of all vocations, and wo
ought to act in our families and to our
relatives as if we considered it so.

There are ** mute, inglorious Mil-
ton's” who are eaung their hearts
out, but far more wretched than the
artist or the puet wlo has found ne
power of expression are those women
and men who have lost their way, who
have hesitated through undue regard
for opposition, or who Lave accepted
the verdict of the world that vocations
to the religious life aro delusions,

Every man and woman has a voca
tion of some sort. It is well that
Carlyle and Emerson and Ruskin
bave taught that; it has made life
easier for the artist and the poet,
whom British Protestantism was driv-
ing, with the Carmelites, into the
Middle Ages. Itis one of the first
duties of every man to fiud it; and
the first duty of every parent, after he
has begur ‘o give Lis child a Christicn
educatio 3 to treat a marked voca-
tion as a sacred thing, .

Maurice Fraxais Eaax.

Rud Blood Cured.
GextresMeN—] have used your Burdock
Blood Bitters for bad blood and find it,
withont oxgeption, the best purifyicg touio
in use. A short time ago two very large
and painful boils cams on tho back of my
neck , B.B.B. completely drove them away.
SaureL Brarx, Toronto Junstion,

At tho meeting of the Belfast Corporation
on February 1st, 1t wae dectued by 12 votes
to 11, not to give city contracts to any con-
tractor who doss not pay trades union wages
to the employes engaged on tho work.

Mrs. Lunguish, * Tired! Ob, so tired
all the time " Afrs. Smart, * Well, s0 1
used to bo uatil ¥ Yogan to take Ayer's Sar
saparilla as a spring medicino, and now I
don’t know what {t is to have that tired
feeling. Try 1t, my dear; only boe sure you
got Ayer’s.”

Tho Roman Auti slavery Committoo bas
had a solomn servics colobrated for the repose
of the soul of Cardinal Lavigorie. Mar.
Volptny, of the W hite Fathers, chanted tbe
Mass, and Cardiaal Paroochi gavo the abso
lutions, assisted by the popila of thoe French
Seminary. Thero was naturally an im
menso concourse of French notabilities,
ooclcaisstical and lay, Cardinal Vaughaa
was conspicuous smong thoeo presaat,

MEN'S REMEDY:
ST. JACOBS OIL,

THE GREAT REMEDY FOR PAIN,
CURES

RHEUMATISHM,

Sprains, Brulses, Cuts, Wounds, Sorencss, |

Stiffness, Swallings, Backacho, Neu-
ralgla, Sclatioa, Burns.

THE CHANLES A. VOSELER COMPANY, Baltimoro, Md.
Oanalan Dspot: TORNTO. ONT.

* A I‘héihﬁﬁ Puzzle. x
T

TIHIN IHANDROME LADY has Two Companfons. Can vou find
them® If sn mark faces and send to us cs directed below. Tho NADIEN
COMPANION i1 a high-class, 32 page, fllustrated Magazine. devoted to Litera
ture, Home Life, Fashlon, elc., nost artiatic in appearance and patronized Ly the
beat class of readere A perfrel'ly falr and eﬁluml e premiutn rystem is adupted by
s smhmhon at great outlay, In‘order to quic lyrpllce it and {ts “aister publications
at the liead nf all Canadian El‘ludlull in point of circulation. During 1%3 we puc.
ot giving away Four Rlegant Ronawood Planes. The twst ezact woud
faith wul be kept with every subscriber, both as regards the magazino and preinfuins.

See name of subscribor to receive the grand Plano now exht
{n Ladies’ Companton for March. kr now exhibited at our offices,

£~ Wepubilsh Ladies’ Companior, $1.00 per year; Ladtes at Home,

blcr'nu Der year:; Gur Boys and Glrls, 25 cents per year. Note

onr addrens’ 166 King Mt., \West, and do not confound our publicatlons
with any others of somewhat similar names.

PREMIUM LIST.

To tho first pereon solving puzzle we will award an ulegant Ronewood Plan
valued at ey me nezt will recelve a Gold Wateh: the third, aNitk l)rw:'n
Pattern, the fuurth, a Mwlws Yunla Box ; the fifth, & Milver \\ nteh the
#ixth, 8 BANQU'KT Layi': the seventh, & Gol.n Biooru ; the elghth. & S1t ven Fivk
ULtk TEA BxTT: t0 the nest ten will be given each a Leautitul Gorn Broete
To the niddle renider will be avarded a Cabinet Organ; aud tu the ten tollowing
each a CitAY0Y PokTiAIT of sender or any friend.  The sender of letter bearingg
Jatest postmark, previous to Juno 1fith next, will recelve a Giold Wanteh. The render
next 10 last will recelve a Nilver Wateh: ten preceding, each a beautiful ol

$rooch. ]
CONDITIONS : Esch contestant mus: mark faces {n puzzle tn ink or pencit,

cut advertisement out amd forwanl to us with Thirty Cents for 3 >
rubscription to the Ladies Compantvn. Address, ¢ ¥ or 3 tonths

“D" LADIES' COMPANION PUB. CO0., 166 King St., West, Toronto, Can,
5880808308008 006R888080808

THE O'KEEFE

it =7 - BREWERY Co.
B L’ OF TORONTO
LIBITED
EUGEN;’KBEFB,

Pres. and Mans

WIDYER HAWEE

2 Vice-Proa and

Assist, Mgr
- - . CHAS, EATH,
R e i TEAAS USRS ET A0, BoTresturer,
PECIALTIES—English and Bavariaa Ales, in wood and bottlo,
8 XXXX Porter, Gold Label,in Bottlo,

Pilsener Lager, equal to the imported.
Y L_g A. McARTHUR, Jr.

=(0AL AND WOO0D.

%

#L BEST HARD AND SOFT GOAL

"'i; I At Lowest Prices.

%l Wood Cut and Split by Steam Machinery
delivered to all parts of the city.

' Head Office and Yard: 161-3 Farley Ave. Telephane 910,
Branch Office and Yard: 580-4 College St.

— - e 3

A.T.HERNON,

Tho wall-known Church trest

BUTOERR,
HAS REMOVED IIIS BUSINESS
Lo large: and more commodions promises,
whoro his old patrons and the pubiio
gonerally will find the same high
qualities of meat that he has
always boon noted or,

Yoxnge S7.
70RONTO

]ﬂ)chADE

od
oughly taught by adle and
enced toachers

256 CHURCH STREET

O'Den & Hoskins J
Threo doors Sontk of Wilton Ave,




